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The sad power of negative intent
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"Assuming positive intent
means that you interact with
others with the belief that they
have good intentions. This does
not necessarily come naturally...
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D‘me was an absolutely
wonderful human being. From
him | learned 10 aAssuwme
positive intent. W hatever anybody
says or does, assume positive in-
tent. You will be amazed at how

ent. When assume negative
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away that anger and assume
tive intent, you will be mxper
I have learned much during
the 2022-23 school year. A pain-
ful plece of learning that conflicts
with my desire to assume positive
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narratives that insert a negative-

based intention in order to elicit
a perception of negat
opinion. This strategy can be
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others. It is often seen in politics.
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att ln}::l level.

hcmpltoftnm;lles of this are
evident from a letter to the edi-
tor in last week's Sabetha Herald
titled, “"Dont Let USD :}I:"Flutt
Kansas T . Al Steve
Sheldon asserts that USD 113 Is
immoral to consider using
eniies
nance formula to educate USD 113
students. He did not explain that
the current procedure in Kansas
th-lullthml districts follow is to
use the that is available to
themt the finance formula
o educate year's students.

School districts, inchuding USD
113 and all neighboring school
districts, receive fundlng from
students who have transferred out
of district. This has been standard

Mr. Sheldon
asserts the closure of Wet-
maore is an attempt to be a "mon-

ey-grabbing

scheme™ by

USD 113. This
is an example

negative in-
tentions to a
roup of vol-
unteer public
servants. This

get-rich. k
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sense of outrage. The

conspir
sensation
factual version of the lurnlhrc
does not achieve the desired level
of rancor from the public.

If this ess is an lssuc, it is
not USD 113 issue, it is a State.
wide systemic Issue. Under this
premise, all school districts are

rev- ity of “fleecing Kansas ta .
for in the State's fi- 2,? - o

An additional example of at-
tributing negative intent to a situ-
ation was stated by Mr. Sheldon,

“Legislators obviously did not

foresee a district taking advan-
tage of this ng method by
closing a school and ng the
cash..” | believe that Kansas legis-
lators are very astule. | believe it Is
possible that they considered this
asa lity and considered it
to the consolidation incen-

of assigning
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hy would legislators be will-
ing to m-:enthiu the closure of
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education dollars. A

ic example of this was men ned
in the 2015 Kansas tive
Post Audit Report effi-

ciency of Prairie Hills, USD 113,
It was reported, "Additionally [to
the district saving money on the
Wetmore , the state would
save around $129,000 annually in
KPERS |Kansas Public
Retirement System| contributions
if the district took this action.”
Assumi ive Intent serves
a purpose. All individuals deserve
to be treated fairdy. We understand
each other and communicate bet-
ter when we cach other
with pl:-llht nient. Negative in-
tent also serves a purpose. That
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It Is up to each of us to be
consumers of information.
research statements that assign
negative intent.
Our schools are full of good
e. Our communities are
filled with good . Be conscl-
entious consumers of Information
by being aware of how in-
tmllimﬂhedluuﬂun inan
intentional attempt to manipulate
perceptions.



