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February 18, 2023
Senate Federal and State Affairs Committee
SB 3 - Proponent Testimony

Chairman Thompson and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for this opportunity to introduce Joel Condray and students from Goddard School district.
They are here with us today to testify on SB 3 - to name a new Kansas state land fossil. Goddard is in
Senator Dan Kerschen’s district who is with us in the audience today.

| first became aware of this land fossil - Silvaurus condrayi - from Jettie Condray, Joel’s father. He was
the curator of the Ottawa County Historical Museum in Minneapolis. Ottawa County is my home county
and in Kansas Senate District #36. It was his father, Warren Condray, who discovered the fossil in a
pasture on his land in 1955. It was recognized as a new species in 1960. The fossil is located today at
the KU Natural History Museum in Lawrence.

Joel asked his students a few years ago if they would like to learn the legislative process of how an idea
(or a family dream) becomes a bill which then can then become a law. Sadly, Covid slowed down the
process for a few years, but the students and Joel renewed it this summer. We pre-filed the bill in order
to get a head start with hopes that both chambers would have the opportunity to vote on it with a bill
signing by the Governor before the end of school in May.

I’'m anxious myself to hear from the students and the experts at KU Natural History Museum about this
unique dinosaur which has been described as an “armadillo on steroids”. | do want you to know Kansas
has a state marine fossil and a state flying fossil (both enacted in 2014) - SB 3 will name the state land
fossil.

'm very pleased at this time to introduce you to Mr. Condray, his administration, and students from
Goddard Kansas.

Senator Elaine Bowers
Senate District #36



