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Chairwoman Landwehr and members of the committee, my name is Brittany Jones. I
am an attorney and the Director of Policy and Engagement for Kansas Family Voice.
We represent thousands of members in Kansas who are concerned about the threat of
these experimental procedures and drugs to children in Kansas. We support H.B. 2791
because it ensures that Kansas children will be given time to pursue therapies that will
not permanently alter their bodies.

H.B. 2791 helps kids by holding those accountable who would put their wellbeing at risk
for the sake of their own ideology. Kids deserve help and not harm as they grow towards
adulthood. Increasingly, children who are struggling to embrace their God-given
biological sex, have been directed towards medical treatment that includes irreversible
surgeries and off-label use of puberty blockers, or the administration of cross-sex
hormones above naturally occurring levels.

Cross sex hormones can cause irreversible infertility, type 2 diabetes, coronary artery
disease and host of other problems depending on the patient’s sex.! These treatments
are experimental at best.2 Knowing that these are experimental, professionals have a
duty to give informed consent to patients.

In fact, as these problems mount, in Britain a well-known gender clinic for minors
closed because of unsafe practices, concerns about a lack of consent from children, and
practitioners who consistently overlooked other health challenges children were
facing.3

Similarly, Sweden is reversing course and updating their guidelines for minors as they
have learned more information about children detransitioning and about unsafe
practices that have been used in their country. In Sweden, the updated guidance states
that the risks associated with gender affirmation “currently outweigh the possible
benefits, and that the treatments should be offered only in exceptional cases.”4 In both
these countries, practitioners are realizing that these children need meaningful talk
therapy instead of life altering medical treatment.

And we do not have to cross an ocean to find practitioners, and even former advocates,
who are speaking out against these procedures. Jamie Reed used to work for the
Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis’ gender clinic.5 She published an
article expressing grave concern over the clinic’s pattern of fast tracking procedures for
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was-saving- trans-kids?fbclid=lwAR3lap1dzg6pe5sEPnJkz1XovntCWLQsIbJoSVmWDQ1-fwXKSIdhJ12UQbmU.



http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-
http://www.thefp.com/p/i-thought-i-was-saving-
http://www.thefp.com/p/i-thought-i-was-saving-

4 KANSAS
< FamilyVoice

children without any real safeguard and the sharp increase in patients she encountered
who did not show any previous gender distress. She wrote about the number of patients
that were facing horrific side effects after their treatments. The Missouri Attorney
General is now investigating this clinic based on her concerns.® And it’s not just the St.
Louis clinic that has been providing these experimental treatments. Children’s Mercy
Hospital, Planned Parenthood of the Great Plains, & KU Medical have all advertised these
services.” And several other providers testified that they provided these services last
year.

Our law has historically protected children from making binding, life altering
decisions. This is a time to once again step up and protect our children until they at
least reach 18. We know that children are often incapable of fully grasping the weight
of their decisions because of brain development and simple lack of life experience,
which is the reason for these historic laws.

As families sort through the best response for their children who may be struggling to
come to grips with their body, we need to encourage them to seek care to uncover the
real source of their struggles — not life altering surgeries or prescriptions. Children
should not be coerced into treatment that impacts their long term health. Because of
these concerns at least 20 states have already passed similar legislation.8 Kansas should
follow their lead and protect Kansas children.

Medical practitioners should not be so committed to an ideology that they look past real
physical harm, as evidenced right over the border in Missouri. As a society, we should be
able to stand together to protect Kansas kids from these sort of experimentations. That’s
why I ask that you pass H.B. 2791 out of committee favorably.

Thank you!

6 Press Release: Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey Confirms Launch of Multi-Agency Investigation into St. Louis
Transgender Center for Harming Hundreds of Children, Feb. 9, 2023, https://ago.mo.gov/home/news/2023/02/09/missouri-
attorney-general-andrew-bailey-confirms- launch-of-multi-agency-investigation-into-st.-louis-transgender-center-for-harming-
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