Our mission is to Develop a sustainable, accessible and integrated
system of care that serves people with mental health and substance
abuse disorders who are in crisis, in order to efficiently and effectively
deliver services that create positive outcomes.

- Mental Health and —
Substance Abuse Coalition

Board Members

Robyn Chadwick, Chair
Ascension Via Christi

Joan Tammany,
Vice-Chair
COMCARE

Jeff Easter, Secretary
Sedgwick County Sheriff's
Office

Harold Casey, Treasurer
Substance Abuse Center
of KS

Gary Schmitt,
Compliance Officer
Intrust Bank

LaTasha St. Arnault
Humankind Ministries

Marc Bennett o
Sedgwick County District
Attorney

Steve Dixon
P.B. Hoidale Co, Inc.

Todd Johnson
Wichita Crime
Commission

Richard Kerschen
The Law Company Inc.

Maria Kury
USD 259

Terri Moses
USD 259

Laura Rainwater
Regional Economic Area
Partnership

of South Central Kansas

Chief Joe Sullivan
Wichita Police Department

Deann Smith
United Methodist Open
Door

Michelle Vann
Vanntastic Solutions

Ex-Officio Maggie Ballard
Wichita City Council

Ex-Officio Ryan Baty
Sedgwick County
Commission

Ex-Officio David Dennis
Sedgwick County
Commission

Ex-Officio Secretary
Laura Howard

Kansas Department for
Ageing & Disability

Ex-Officio Becky Tuttle
Wichita City Council

2/14/2023

Representative Brenda Landwehr
Kansas House of Representatives
Wichita, Kansas 67205

As the Mental Health and Substance Abuse Coalition, we urge you to support
increased funding for substance use disorder residential programs providing
treatment for opiate addiction and primarily fentanyl abuse.
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As indicated by the graphs provided by KDHE the impact of fentanyl abuse is
startling. Additionally, federal and state budget reductions have impacted
licensed substance use disorder treatment programs due to the unmet needs
of those eligible for the Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Federal
Block Grant (SABG) funding. With the increase of referrals, the grant funding
for fiscal year 2022-2023 has been exhausted for residential and outpatient
substance abuse treatment programs.
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With the 2022-2023 Federal Block Grant funding being depleted, we find:

- Mirror Inc discontinued accepting referrals in October 2022.

- DCCCA discontinued accepting referrals for their men’s residential
program in November of 2022.

- In the past two months, the Substance Abuse Center of Kansas (SACK)
received at least 10 referrals per day and today, are receiving 15 referrals
per day. With the increase of referrals and depleted funding, treatment
providers are unable to meet community needs.

- The Substance Abuse Center of Kansas, SACK exhausted their Federal
Block allocation in December 2022.

- The wait list for individuals referred for indigent residential substance
abuse treatment has increased from one week in October to six weeks in
January.

- There are approximately six months remaining in the fiscal year without
funding to support residential treatment.

Understanding the SABG allocations are exhausted for this fiscal year, the availability of “bed
space” with providers is minimized, creating a wait list for indigent consumers to exceed a
waiting period of a month. Many of which are abusing fentanyl. While resources are exhausted,
the treatment facilities continue to accept referrals without reimbursement to provide services.
The impact on the local communities and the state is significant. Wait times or the inability to
access treatment comes at a greater cost with the utilization of emergency services, hospital,
law enforcement, courts, jails and prisons. The greatest cost comes to those that lose their lives.
The Mental Health and Substance Abuse Coalition is supportive of state funds being increased
to continue providing detoxification and residential treatment services.

Best,

Robyn Chaduwict

Chair, Mental Health and Substance Abuse Coalition
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