Kansas Academy of Physician Assistants

Remarks Concerning House Bill No. 2438
House Committee on Federal and State Affairs
March 7, 2023

Dear Chairman Carpenter and Members of the House Committee on Federal and State Affairs:

The Kansas Academy of Physician Assistants (KAPA) appears today as neutral on the underlying
legislation, but we do have a concern regarding existing language in Section 1 on page 2, lines 2-
6. The language “and any physician assistant who has successfully completed an American
medical association approved training program and has successfully completed the national board
examination for physician assistants of the American board of medical examiners,” was originally
added in 1976 and is now outdated.

The American Medical Association formally relinquished approval authority for Physician
Assistant education programs in 1988. The Accreditation Review Commission on Education for
the Physician Assistant (ARC-PA) succeeded in that role and is the current accrediting
organization.

Additionally, physician assistants no longer take a national board examination through the
American Board of Medical Examiners. The National Commission on Certification of Physician
Assistants (NCCPA) administers the certifying examination.

Therefore, we ask that you strike the above referenced language and replace it with the simple
language “licensed physician assistant,”. The proposed amendment is attached.

As background, pursuant to K.S.A. 65-28a04 anyone seeking to be licensed as a physician assistant
in Kansas must provide proof of successful completion of an education and training program for
physician assistants approved by the State Board of Healing Arts or present proof that the applicant
has acquired the minimum experience requirements while serving in the armed forces of the United
States; and has passed an approved examination. The examination approved by the board for
licensure as a physician assistant is the Physician Assistant National Certifying Examination
(PANCE) prepared and administered by the National Commission on Certification of Physician
Assistants (NCCPA).

Over 1,300 Physician Assistants (PAs) hold active licenses in Kansas, and we don’t want outdated
language to affect a PA’s ability to render emergency care or create an unintended liability.

We ask for your support of our proposed amendment to House Bill No. 2438.
Thanks for your consideration on this matter of importance to Physician Assistants in Kansas.
Sincerely

Doug Smith
Executive Director
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