
Provision of medical care for alleged victims of child abuse 

Current practice  

DCF receives a hotline alleging physical abuse/neglect 

DCF investigation/assessment per DCF policy 

Child may or may not receive medical care 

Child seen 
by PCP 

Child seen 
by ER 

Child seen by 
other provider 

No medical care Child seen by child 
abuse specialist 

Inconsistent medical evaluation 
and diagnosis of abuse  



Provision of medical care for alleged victims of child abuse 

Practice under proposed CARE Network model 

Scheduled visit 
with PCP 

Emergency Room 
visit needed now 

Evaluation by a local 
CARE Provider 

No medical care needed based 
on reported concerns 

DCF receives a hotline alleging physical abuse/neglect 

DCF investigation/assessment per DCF policy 

CARE Referral sent to child abuse medical resource center 

Recommendation regarding type of medical evaluation needed 

Consistent medical evaluation 
and diagnoses related to abuse; 
based on highest standards of 
care and mentorship with child 
abuse pediatric specialists 


