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Members of the Senate Committee on Public Health and Welfare: 

 

My name is Mike Fonkert; I am a Campaign Director for Kansas Appleseed Center for Law and Justice, a 

nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to the belief that Kansans, working together, can build a 

state full of thriving, inclusive, and just communities. 

 

Kansas Appleseed supports HB 2115. ​Establishing a joint committee on child welfare system oversight is 

an important step in providing the accountability the foster care system needs. 

 

The foster care system in Kansas is in crisis.  Too many Kansas children are in the foster care system and 1

they are entering at racially disproportionate rates. Kansas children are staying in foster care for too 

long and they often experience dangerously high instability in their placements. It is too difficult for 

Kansas children in foster care to find permanency.  

 

Less than 17% of children attend the same school as they did prior to their entry into the foster care 

system.  The graduation rate for foster care kids who aged out of the system this fiscal year is only 2

34.1%.  Racial disparities among kids in the foster care system are continuing to rise.  In state fiscal year 3

2021, black children in Kansas were 2.08 times more likely than white children to be in foster care.  This 4

disparity in Kansas has risen every year since 2015.  More than 11% of kids leaving the system are 5

re-entering within 12 months.  6
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The system is not going to improve if there is not adequate oversight. This will require independent 

oversight of the Department of Children and Families as well as legislative oversight.  There is an 

abundance of evidence that shows legislatures can make a significant difference in reducing the number 

of children in out of home placement and improving outcomes for children in the system.  The joint 7

committee can continue to examine these legislative solutions and help implement the fixes the system 

in Kansas needs - such as improving access to safety net programs, focusing on prevention and early 

intervention, addressing racial disparities, tracking educational problems, and improving stability and 

mental health services for the kids who are in the system. 

 

Recent news reports also make clear the need for strong oversight of the foster care system in Kansas. 

Allegations of significant mismanagement regarding foster care contractor St. Francis Ministries  were 

only brought to light by independent journalism long after a whistleblower complaint had been filed.  8

Documents from a Saint Francis investigation show they invested $11 million in the business of the 

CEO’s friend for software that crashed and destroyed the organization’s financial records. St. Francis also 

spent millions on lavish food,  travel, and entertainment. A whistleblower complaint was filed in 

November 2019 with the Department of Children and Families, and nothing was done about the 

situation for over a year.  9

 

The foster care system in Kansas is not working for too many children. It needs more oversight, 

accountability, and legislative problem solving. HB 2115 alone will not solve the problems we face, but it 

provides another mechanism to help.  

 

Kansas Appleseed supports the passage of HB 2115.  Thank you for your time and consideration 

regarding this bill. 
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