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IN SUPPORT OF SB 391

SENATE COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL AND STATE AFFAIRS

Members of the Senate Committee on Federal and State Affairs:

My name is Jami Reever; | am the Executive Director for Kansas Appleseed Center for Law and
Justice, a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to the belief that Kansans, working
together, can build a state full of thriving, inclusive, and just communities.

Kansas Appleseed supports SB 391. Providing voters with more candidate information on the
ballot encourages more informed voting.

Kansas Appleseed strongly believes that Kansas is better off when more people vote. Research
shows that communities with more voters have more access to comprehensive health care,
secure housing, nutritious food, quality education, jobs with livable wages, while also having
less crime and lower measures of discrimination.!

One of the primary factors driving lower voter participation, particularly in local elections, is a
lack of information about the candidates.? Voter turnout is correlated with the information
voters can find, including the information on sample ballots.3

Including more information helps voters make better informed decisions while voting. Studies
on the effect of candidate name order effects have found that the more information voters
had, the less a role higher ballot position would play - indicating more informed voting.* ®
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Providing voters more information on the ballot can also reduce racial and gender penalties
candidates might experience. Voters frequently use shortcuts like ballot position, party
identification, or the candidates name to make choices.® Low information voters often penalize
candidates based on perceived demographic traits guessed from their name, but including even
a small amount of additional information on the ballot can reduce this effect.”

Including the number of years a candidate has been an incumbent on the ballot provides voters
with another piece of information that can help them make an informed vote. More
information leads to more voting, and helps eliminate racial and gender bias that may exist
when only a candidate’s name is on the ballot. For all these reasons, Kansas Appleseed supports
the passage of SB 391.
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