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Members of the Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee: 

 

My name is Joey Hentzler; I am the Director of Advocacy for the Kansas Appleseed Center for Law and 

Justice, a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to the belief that Kansans, working together, can 

build a state full of thriving, inclusive, and just communities. 
 

Kansas Appleseed supports SB 252. ​More than 150,000 Kansans fall into a health coverage gap created by 

Kansas’ failure to expand Medicaid.  Expanding eligibility will support some of the most vulnerable and 1

hardworking citizens in Kansas. If Kansas expands KanCare, 80,000 uninsured adults age 19-64 would 

become eligible for coverage.  58 percent of uninsured adults in Kansas are living below the federal poverty 2

line.  75 percent of Kansans who would be eligible for KanCare coverage under expansion are part of 3

working families.   4

 

The current coverage gap creates a disincentive to work. ​A person who works a minimum wage job earns 

more than the current KanCare eligibility cutoff, but not enough to qualify for private insurance subsidies. 

Kansas should remove this barrier to work by expanding eligibility for KanCare to these working families. 

 

We recognize that while SB 252 is not a perfect bill, it is the strongest proposal to expand Medicaid to as 

many working class Kansans as possible. Monthly premiums in particular represent a barrier to Kansans 

suffering low wages: The $25 maximum monthly fee per individual and $100 monthly fee per family 

imposes fees up to $300 annually for individuals and $1,200 annually for families. For an individual making 

only $12,490/year or a family of 4 making only $25,750/year (the federal poverty line) , this represents a 5

significant percentage of their income. We urge the legislature to pass Medicaid expansion in a way that 

removes all barriers to lifesaving medicine and healthcare for as many working class Kansans as possible. 

 

Expanding healthcare coverage through Medicaid to low-income Kansans will save lives. For example, in 

states that have expanded Medicaid, annual mortality rates among near-elderly adults were reduced by 

9.4%. Access to healthcare for this population is proven to reduced disease-related deaths.  6
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Our failure to expand KanCare eligibility threatens public safety by putting unnecessary strain on our 

criminal justice system. Kansas Department of Corrections (KDOC) spent nearly $67 million providing 

medical services to inmates in Fiscal Year 2018.  Medicaid funding covering the costs of in-patient hospital 7

stays exceeding 24 hours for incarcerated individuals, mental health and substance abuse services reducing 

the number of those incarcerated, and coverage reaching newly-released individuals reducing recidivism 

are estimated to ​save KDOC $11 million annually.  Expanding KanCare coverage will save the state money, 8

alleviate overcrowding in Kansas jails and prisons, reduce recidivism, and improve public safety in Kansas. 
 

Because KanCare expansion provides life-saving support to hardworking low-income Kansans, saves the 

state money, and makes everyone safer, I urge you to take action on approving SB 252 as soon as possible. 

Kansans deserve KanCare Expansion. 
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