
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testimony to the Senate Committee on Judiciary in Support of SB 119 

Feb.20, 2019 

Chairman Wilborn, Vice Chairman Rucker, Ranking Member Miller, and members of the committee, 

The Johnson County Sheriff’s Office supports SB 119 - Encouraging judicial districts to establish and 

utilize specialty courts. We have the only Veterans Treatment Court (VTC) in the state of Kansas.  It was 

implemented in 2016. One of my assigned duties is to be the liaison between the VTC and the Sheriff’s 

Office. I serve on the Veterans Treatment Court Steering Committee in that capacity. 

The mission of the Veterans Treatment Court (VTC) is to identify veterans in the criminal justice system 

and, when eligible, get them into treatment and court supervision as an alternative to incarceration. The 

primary objective of the Veterans Treatment Court is to promote public safety by providing an inter-

agency, collaborative, non-adversarial treatment strategy to veterans in the criminal justice system who 

suffer from mental health and/or substance abuse issues related to their service in our Armed Forces.  

VTC is voluntary. A veteran cannot be assigned to Veterans Court. Not every veteran is eligible. Certain 

crimes, such as Off Grid Offenses, offenses involving serious bodily harm or death, and drive-by 

shootings will disqualify a veteran from the program.  Additionally, the veteran must be found to be in 

need of treatment for either mental health or substance abuse issues, or both. Veteran status alone 

does not qualify a person for VTC. 

Every veteran that has graduated the program has not had further contact with the criminal justice 

system. Attached to my testimony is the brochure that describes more about VTC. 

Thank you for taking the time to hear this bill. The Johnson County Sheriff’s Office would ask that you 

find the bill favorable for passage. 
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