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To Members of the House Transportation Committee

Representative Richard Proehl, Chairperson

Senate Bill 63 came about after several people contacted me on
the article that | have attached to my testimony. After working
with revisors and law enforcement we came up with a draft
that would allow cities the opportunity to address this issue.
Transportation network company drivers play a large role in
keeping impaired drivers off the streets of our cities.

In my city, particularly in the entertainment district where
sometimes on Friday and Saturday nights it can become very
crowded and busy, these lights make it easy for a customer to
find their ride. Transportation networks make it convenient for
people to make the decision not to drive impaired.

| respectfully request this committee to give favorable
consideration to this bill.

Dk Pteaem

Senator Mike Petersen

District 28 . .
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WICHITA, Kan. (KWCH) Glbw*in& logos in thé W“ﬁndshield fdr j;JopﬁIar rideshare companies
Lyft and Uber help passengers identify what vehicle to get into, but Kansas H1ghway Patrol
troopers say the lights are illegal. : ;

Christopher Hockett, a Wichita rideshare driver, says he did not realize he was violating the law
with his green Uber LED light.

T didn't know what [ was getting pulled over for," said Hockett.

In a video from his dash cam, you can hear an officer explain that the lights in the window are
illegal.

According to Kansas statute 8-1729, the only lights drivers can have on their vehicles that are
visible from the road are white, yellow, amber, or red in color.

"Flashing lights are prohibited,” the statute says.

Lvft Amp, a device the company supplies, glows pink and purple. It changes color as the driver
approaches their passenger.

Uber Beacon glows a soft white, but also changes color when the driver nears arrival.



Troopers say the devices can not be used in Kansas because they are not headlamps, brake lights,
or license plate illuminators. Aside from exceptions for school buses, church and daycare buses,
no additiona] lights that are visible from the road can be used on a vehicle. T

Rideshare drivers Eyewitness News spoke with say they plan to contmue using the Ilc,h?fS
anyway, but turn them off while driving.

Neither Lyf{t nor Uber requires drivers to use the devices, but vehicle identification decals are
encouraged by both.

The city of Wmhlta does not mandate drivers 10 use:company identification while driving fo
cither servicé : '



