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May 2, 2019
Testimony in support of SB 219
House Judiciary Committee
Testimony by Megan Bottenberg, Manager of Government Affairs

Chairman Patton and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today in support of SB 219. Cox is the largest provider of
broadband services in Kansas with over 8,900 miles of network. We have invested more than $78 million in
infrastructure upgrades since 2010, and Cox continues to invest with our GIG and DOCS 3.1 deployment and
plans to take fiber deeper in our network.

We have faced a challenge over the past several years that has caused both operational and financial
complications. Each of our cable cabinets receive electricity from the power company to provide Cox services
throughout our footprint. When we lose electricity to these units, there are batteries and generators in the units
that kick in and seamlessly transfer back up power to our network so the customer is never disrupted. When
these batteries are not in the cabinets and we lose commercial power, our customers experience service
disruptions. In 2018, over 800 lead batteries were stolen from the Wichita area, at a cost of over $312,000 to
replace the batteries and cabinets, and just this year alone, ten were stolen from the Topeka area. The thieves
are taking them to scrap yards and dealers in exchange for money. In conversations with law enforcement
investigating these thefts, the need for a statewide database for scrap metal sales became clear. The lead in our
batteries is a regulated scrap metal. The database will help law enforcement and prosecutors track who is
bringing in what to a dealer, build a strong prosecution case, and reduce theft.

Since the fall of 2018, we have worked closely with the City of Wichita, the Kansas Electric Cooperatives, Kansas
Farm Bureau, as well as many others in the utility, law enforcement and agriculture industries, to help law
enforcement implement and fund the Scrap Metal Theft Reduction Act. We have also been working with the
Attorney General’s Office and the Kansas Bureau of Investigation. The challenge with the Act was the funding
mechanism for the database and concerns expressed by scrap metal dealers.

SB 219 is a good solution that addresses the needs of law enforcement and victims while lessening the burden it
places on scrap metal dealers, giving them a much better framework of the Act to conduct business within.

® 5B 219 reduces the burden of the Scrap Metal Theft Reduction Act on dealers by no longer requiring

fingerprinting and criminal history record checks and reducing the registration fee.

e 5B 219 ensures all information in the database is held confidential.

e SB 219 moves the responsibility of the database to the KBI to establish and manage it.

® 5B 219 implements the law before the delayed implementation sunset date of January 1, 2020.

e SB 219 provides oversight of the implementation, administration and enforcement of the Act.

Cox supports the database as a tool for law enforcement to enforce the law and help us reduce scrap metal, and
in our case battery, theft. The database will help law enforcement see what is being brought into a scrap
business and who is bringing it in. We ask for your support of SB 219 and funding the statewide database. Thank
you for your time.

In harmony with the Cox Conserves eca-friend ¥ program, we are proud to print on recycled paper
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