
Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 53 
 

February 13, 2019 
 

Chairman Barker, members of the committee:  
 

Thank you for conducting this hearing on Senate Bill 53 and for the opportunity to testify in support.  
 

The Kansas Grape Growers and Winemakers Association, stands in support of the naming of these 
grapes as our state red and white winemaking grapes. Both Chambourcin and Vignoles are our most 
widely planted and harvested wine grapes in Kansas. In addition, they are often our most awarded at 
both domestic and international wine competitions. They are both an excellent match for our Kansas 
terroir.  
 

As we continue to build our state wine industry, these grape varietals will play an integral role in the 
marketing and identity of the Kansas wine industry. The ability to build our marketing programs around 
these grapes, will be important to the continued success of our growing industry.  
 

Thank you again for conducting a hearing on this bill. Please let me know if I may be of assistance with 
this, or any grape and wine matter.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Bob DesRuisseaux 
President, Kansas Grape Growers and Winemakers Association 
 

Owner, Winemaker, and Viticulturist, Prairie Fire Winery 
 
 
 
Bob DesRuisseaux, MBA 
 
Prairie Fire Winery, LLC 
 
The Local Depot 
 
Kansas Wine Institute 
 
20250 Hudson Ranch RD 
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Paxico, KS 66526 
 
O: 785-636-5533 
 
C: 785-845-3682 
 
F: 1-877-349-5480 
 
www.prairiefirewinery.com 
 
https://www.facebook.com/PrairieFireWinery 
 
https://twitter.com/PrairieFireWine 
 
More locations coming soon!: 
 
www.thelocaldepot.com 
 
https://www.facebook.com/thelocaldepot 
 
 
 
Complete list of Kansas Wineries: 
www.kansaswinerytrail.com 
 
 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This electronic mail transmission and any documents 
accompanying this electronic mail transmission is intended by Prairie Fire 
Winery, LLC for the use of the named addressee (s) to which it is directed 
and may contain information that is privileged, or otherwise confidential. 
It is not intended for transmission to, or receipt by, anyone other than the 
named addressee (s) (or a person authorized to deliver it to the named 
addressee (s)).  It should not be copied or forwarded to any unauthorized 
persons.   If you have received this electronic mail transmission in error, 
please delete it from your system without copying or forwarding it, and 
notify the sender of the error by reply e-mail or by calling Prairie Fire 
Winery, LLC at (785)636-5533, so our address record can be corrected. 
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