K A N S A S
MANUFACTURED HOUSING

3521 SW 5t Sireet * Topeka * Kansas * 66606 * 785-357-5256 * kmha@kmha.kscoxmail.com

To: - Representative Sean Tarwater, Chairman
a'nd Member of the House Commerce, Labor and Economic Development Committee

FROM: Mar’cha Smlth Executwe Director

DATE: F'ebruary19 2020

RE: HB 2703 — Building, Construction and Related Standards and Codes; Relating to Preemption of-
Local Codes More Stringent than National Model Codes

Chairmar:a Tarwater and Members of the House Commerce, Labor and Economic Development
Commil.tée my name is Martha Smith and | am the Executive Director of the Kansas Manufactured
Housing Assocmtnon (KMHA). KMHA is a statewide trade associatipn representing all facets of the
manufactured and modular housing industries (manufacturers, retail centers, manufactured home
commun!ty owners and operators, service and supplier companies, finance and insurance companies
and transport companies) and | appreciate the epportunity to provide comments in support of H8 2703
and of’r‘er: a suggested amendment.

The origfﬁal purpose of codes was to protect public health and safety, but in scme areas of the country
governmém agencies have turned to codes o implement other policies, such as energy efficiency,
resilience, sustainability, and property protection. Even more, some agencies advocate for energy code
changes benefiting specific product manufacturers and against providing code options and flexibility.
Building ¢odes can have a profound impact on the safety of residents but they also directly impact the
cost of néw construction and remodeling cost.

KMHA supports HB 2703 which could help keep housing costs in Kansas more afrordable The
association would respectfully ask that when HB 2703 is worked that it be clarified that manufactured
housing, | .‘5 built to the federal preemptive code, National Manufactured Housing Construction and |
Safety Standards Act. | have attached a copy of a suggesied amendment.

Thank you for the opportunity to express KMHA’s support of HB 2703 and our request for an
amendment.
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AN ACT concerning building, construction and felated standards and
codes; relating to preemption of local COdﬁS more stringent than
natxonal model codes; eaceptlons

1 H i

- Be it enagted by the Leg:s[amre of the State of Kansas: -

Section 1. (&) As used in this section:

(1) "National model code" means any model or standard published -
compilation of rules in book or pamphlet form that has been prepared by a.

nationally recognized technical association or organization, including but
not' Imuted to,. the international code councﬂ inc, the national fire
protectxon association, inc., and underwriters laborator:es inc, "National
model code” includes building codes, plumbing codes, electrical wiring
codes, gas piping codes and health and sanitation codes. )

{2y “Construction practice” means the construction, installation or use
of certain appliences, mechanical systems, types or sources of energy or

utilities in commercial or residential buildings - —

® Notwnhstandmv any other law to'the contrary:

D E*«.:cspt as provided in subsection (c) a paticular building
product, ymaterial or construction practice that-is approved for use by a
national model code that appliés to The construction, renovation, repair or

inecluding menufactured housing:
which:is subject to the federal
manufactured home construction.
and pafety standards established
|[pursant to 42 USC 85403.

other altération of a residential’ar commercial building shall be allowed for
use in this state and'shall not be prohibited or limited except in conformity
with ameudments or revisions by the nationally recognized technical
association or orgamzatmn. that publishes the national model code. Except
zs provided in subsection (), no state agency, cify, county, unified
government, township or other political subdivision of this state or any
homeowner's association cr similar entity shall adopt or enforce any such
prehibitipn or limitation on and after July 1, 2620,

{2) Except as provided in subsecticn (c), the standerds for a particular
building product, material or constuction practice that are established
under a state-adopted or national model code that applies to the

3 manuf zctured housing

construction, renavation, repair or other alteration of 2 residentialror—", mamufactured housing

commercial building shall be allowed under state law and more siringent
standﬂrds shall not be permitted in this state except in conformity with
amendnignts or revisions by the state autherity or nafionally recognized
techmcal association or organization that pubhshes the national model
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code. Except as provided in subsec’cmn (c), no state agency, city, county,
unified government, township or other political subdivision of this state or
any homeowner's association or similar entity with authority to adopt such
standards shall adopt or enfome moré stringent stand’uds on and after July
1,2020.

(c) (1) Th1s section shal[ not apply to: _

(A) State or federal housing progrem requirements; |

(B) state-ownedor state-cper. ated buildings and property;

{© buﬂdmgs Iocated in = place or arez designated for its historical,
cultural or 1rch1tectural impertance and significance if the buildings are:

() Loczted in an area designated a3 a historic district or a site or

" property listed on the register of historic Kansas places or within the -

jurisdiction and control of the state historical society;

(iiy located in an area designated as a historic district or a site or
property listed on the national register of historic places; or -

(1)  individvally desngnated as Iocal, "state or national historic
landmarks; !

(D) regulations directly and substantxally relaied to thc requirements
of apphcab[e city, county, unified government, township, schoel district or
odler local safety standards;
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(I). repulations adopted as a condition-of participation in the natiornal
flood insurarice program authorized by 42°U.S.C. § 4001 et seq;

(G) rules adopted by a homeowner's association or similar entity that

restrict a buﬂldmg*product matetial or construction practice as provided
for in the entity’s governing documents;

D buxldmgs or property owned or operated by a county, city, unified

ZOVEImmeEDnt, tcwnslup, school district or ahy other political subdivision:
(I) any adoptlon of codes’ mgaldmb‘ the installation of a fire sprinkler

. protection sy$tem; and

O any adopuon of codes regarchng carbon monomde: alarms,

(2) If ady standards for a building product, material or constructon
practxce that are established under a national model code conflict with any-

minimum bmlclmw constrnction safety standards establizhed under state
law, then the state—adoptcd standards shall prevail.

Sec. 2. Tlns act shall take effect and be in force f_'rom and after its
publication i m the statute book,



