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Good afternoon Chairman Highland and members of the committee, I am Kenneth Titus and |
serve as Chief Counsel for the Kansas Department of Agriculture. Thank you for the opportunity
to present testimony in support of Senate Bill 270.

The multi-year flex account or “MYFA” established by K.S.A. 82a-736 allows a water user to
operate their water right over a five-year period with an allocation based on past average use or the
net irrigation requirement (“NIR”). The NIR for each county is a number calculated by the USDA
that is roughly the average amount of water needed under average climatic conditions to grow corn
and is adopted by K.A.R. 5-5-12. MYFAs allow a water user to overpump in a season without a
penalty, so long as they stay within the total five-year allocation. It also allows a water user to roll
forward any unused annual quantity into a subsequent MYFA, which reduces the pressure to use
more water than is necessary in any given year because the water right owner will realize the
benefit in the future.

There are numerous benefits that have been realized since MYFAs were first authorized, including
use as a five-year planning tool and as a drought mitigation tool. At present, there are
approximately 500 water rights enrolled in a MYFA. While this is a relatively small percentage of
active water rights, in many circumstances, MYFAs serve an important role in providing flexibility
and keeping water rights in compliance.

Although a MYFA may be established with an allocation based on past use or NIR, a water right
must have reported beneficial water use between 2000-2009 in order to be eligible, regardless of
the allocation basis. A past period was selected because it prevents users from running up their
average use just prior to applying for a MYFA, but, over time, requiring use between 2000-2009
has limited participation by water rights that were not perfected prior to this period. There are
approximately 1,600 water rights not eligible to participate in a MYFA because they have no
historical water usage from 2000-2009. As the number of certified water rights continues to
increase, we believe that it is appropriate to amend the MYFA statute and allow an additional
calculation method for these files.



For those water rights with no historical use during 2000-2009, our proposed amendment will
provide the ability to use NIR as a substitute for past use in determining the quantity for the
five-year allocation. We believe it will be beneficial to expand this voluntary program to newer
water rights and ask for your support of this amendment.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak in support of this bill. I will stand for questions at the
appropriate time.



13jinby suield ybiH

‘ S
020z ‘G Atenige v &l
$901N0SaY JaJeAN JO UOISIAIQ < Sa|lIN 0} 001 0S T4 0 4V Sl<
aunynouBy Jo Juswpedaq Sesuey) T T T T 1 T T T T
M Ayuenp pezuoyiny
[e]
o° ° (o}
e O. © OU (o)
09 @0 o
pite] MS AS
g1l  oo9n 1N
° O vo an =
M3 o © 9 w ° o
= ON w T 9 _SH 1915 h
04 °© o
° A9 . o
ag v om mo [ng o o
o
&P OH E EN) WH
(5} o
% N1 NV @ (o) P
@ o
SN Ell o OS HM 19
IN J<E! xa®|° [5) o
@ so o ﬁ
o o e n‘# N ) %
4 o
or E @ >a 00 © P T 13 @ yL| © o M
' o1 # o m‘ o
e 0) o Oo
O @ o @ ©° o
S1 K .o ° o 00 F ©) o) o
vrjld Td A0 ‘ ‘O ON g0|0d poe HO as HL HS
K ao O A0
®o oo ° o ' ” (©) o
] o 0 9| o 8 Q ° q o “o
@ (6] @ o@
® wn o Ogp | ° @ mins © ®nloa ._ e NO

6002 9ouUIS panoiddy s1ybry uonendoiddy Jajempunols



134inby sule|d ybiH

weal
S9N 0G1 001 0s Gc 0 1S
[ T T T | T T T | T T T | UOISJSAIQ JOJUIod o

wf/ﬂ/% ray N

020z ‘v Aeniged
$92IN0S3Y J8]BAA JO UOISIAI

ainynouby Jo Jusweds( sesuey;

N

o) /)\:AH/ nw,O VA Ve — vo |4/ ﬂ L
m dfﬂ Ke) N
RO N = s o ol
6 Tele o | 7
04
> - %Z\\\/[f
o @ \& \
™ NY
° (@) 4s \.\%r 5 E)Y| WH
° °Nawo Mv//d/»&/ 4 o N s
o . o 5 / oot \\.A//S/ ///.Z//
g 19 (}ﬁm\_f SN 37 ﬁ\,mm H 15
o o M .EZI\.!»\/)\“\// //(l\.\.
Qq./m: [e)N6) .\.\//)\l«f/ . l\(r/).)\(
id Sy Ulr/ VA
8- nnuv O(/I/\Lw._ 0.40 © o |
5% L \\.&.\
® 80 w.0M 1) q A A -
a S >>./.\/O d Mr Al ) @Aﬁm\ ad v ND

6002 9ouUlS panoiddy s1ybry uoneldoiddy Jajep) 8oelINS



0c0c o

020z ‘¥ Aeniged

4v 005 610C o
$80JN0S9Y JBJeAN JO UOISIAIQ WT 1v.000'L
ainynouby Jo Juswpeda sesuey < 8T0C o
N . LTOC o
AVviee Amuenp pazuoyiny 134inby suteld ybiH w 9707 o
S9|IN 002 00} 0S 0 ealy pa)plisay ST0C e
_ _ _ _ ! _ _ _ ! eIy Pasop panoiddy Jeaj
) . o
(]
00 ° p @ o o (5] °
MO .
al Rl - % vO =
o P ¢
M3 ) &
]
5fe) ON M o
olos’
ag v oM molng _©® 3
AH
o OH EN WH
° Nd
° )
°9
9] . HY SN
°e
M3 o 0°
‘o
@S 1 o v
ol
on g0]oy
@
MP NO

G0z @ouIg panoiddy siybry uoneudoiddy Jejempunols)




134inby suleld ybIH

sosn JSYI0 o
020z '€ Asenigo SalIN 051 00l 05 52 0 ( 191eM 32015 ©
$801N0S8Y J8JBAA 1O UOISIAIQ : _ : : : _ _
ain)nouby Jo Juswedsaq sesuey N uonebll] e
(0} © o) (0}
)
o)
MO e
g N 101 NS o Ve VO JN o
3 Mvo %@ © |o o 1 . .
Y n
O ON| M L = Qu © o
04
o a3
adl| v OM MO ng o W
as| © OH 14 a NH
° % Nd
e
N1 NV o) o
= SOINN o8 " ooo od
o 14 HY SN 31 0S| HM 19
(o) 4 —0
IN <E| Al mv R
=0 = @ m @o c
® 8 (o2 fl
1 20 39¢° | a ° o s iE ¥ile oo o A
AM NS o o @ [0 o =
10 4 ® o
© e o
AT ar ° ° o
dswyl aol® o oW g0 Od|HO o as H1 HS
® vr 2 -
= e o ©°p . (]
9 o ®
® 0 oo o
291 e o AN sw| ©sm|© da¥ MP Ws:|id 1IN 0a | vy ND

V4AW B 104 3(q1b1|3 g Aely 1eyl 600¢ 22ulS panoiddy syybry 1a1ep payia)



	New Water Right Applications 020520.pdf
	ApprovedSince2009GW
	ApprovedSince2009SW
	ApprRightsApproved_2015-2020
	PotentialMYFAsPost2009


