Chair McGinn and members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee,

Wichita State University stands in support of SB 343 and respectfully requests that you
recommend the bill favorably for passage.

Over the past three years, Wichita State University has been in the process of developing its
Innovation Campus. The series of projects designed to grow the Kansas economy through
applied learning and research will total 125 acres which represents a relatively large
development for that area of Wichita. Throughout this development process, easements and other
enhancements have been necessitated on previously untouched land to facilitate this construction
in addition to the building of new facilities. WSU discovered through this process that several
parcels of land totaling 8.27 acres are currently not deeded to WSU but rather to the Kansas
Board of Regents or the State of Kansas (noted in highlighted areas in the attached map) even
though they are located on WSU’s main campus. This was a practice that was not uncommon at
one point in the State’s history, but it does create additional legal paperwork that can slow the
process since development is occurring on behalf of an entity that is not the deed holder.
Through conversations with KBOR and the Attorney Generals’ Office, it was recommended to
pursue a legislative correction to this inconsistency and transfer the deeds of those parcels of
land to WSU to prevent unnecessary delays of future development of land.

This legislation will benefit Wichita State University by bringing uniformity and consistency in
land titles for the entire Innovation Campus and contiguous areas. This legislation will also
further the Innovation Campus development creating applied learning opportunities for students
and research capabilities for private business and the community by providing Wichita State
University the ownership of the land titles to authorize certain land agreements and transactions.

There will be no costs relating to this transaction except for minimal cost of survey and title
work.

Wichita State University respectfully asks for your support of this legislation that will help
foster economic development and support the mission and vision of WSU.
Zach Gearhart

Wichita State University
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