March 13, 2017

Dear PublicHealth & Welfare Committee Members,

Thank you for taking the time toread my testimony. |am the mother of a 10-year-old daughter with
multiple neurological issues. We have beenworking forover5years now to bring healingto her.

| want to express my opposition to amandated meningococcal vaccine for Kansas publicand private
school students. 64% of children ages 13-17 are already receiving this vaccine withoutany mandate. No
parentwho believesitin hisor herchild’s bestinteresttoreceivethisvaccine is prevented from doing
so, in close consultation with theirfamily physician, and the state incidence is already low, with only
around5 cases per year.

No governmentagency should deny its citizens theirfundamental, constitutional rights, and whatis
more fundamental than the right to control one’s own body? Inour society, parents read labels forthe
foods consumed by theirchildreninan effortto protectand nourishthem. How much more should a
parent have the right to read a vaccine insert, withitsingredients and side effects, and decide for their
precious children whatisineach child’s bestinterest? One size does notfitallinthe proper practice of
healthand medicine.

There has neverbeen any testdone to show eitherthe efficacy orthe safety of the full vaccine protocol
mandated by the CDC, and vaccine manufacturersface zeroliability if their product proves to be harmful
to itsrecipients. Parentsare unable tosue eitherthe vaccine manufacturer ortheir physicianif their
child becomesinjured orare killed by a vaccine. So, who pays the price whenthese things happen? Itis
parents and individuals who shoulder the exorbitant costs associated with the care required when
vaccine injury occurs, and itis society that will bearthe burden when vaccine -injured children become
adults who no longer have parentsto care for them and meettheirneeds. AsofSeptember30, 2015,
the federal Vaccine Adverse Events Reporting System (V AERS), which includes only a small fraction of
the health problems that occur after vaccinationinthe U.S., had recorded more than 1846 serious
health problems, hospitalizations and injuries following meningococcal shots, including 99 deaths.

Our founding fathers believed that we were endowed by our Creatorwith the unalienable rights to life,
liberty, and pursuit of happiness. Governmentshould notbe in the business of takingaway
fundamental liberties. Pleasereject thismandate. The only oneswho stand to benefitfromitare the
vaccine manufacturers themselves, notthe citizens you represent.

Sincerely,



Kelly Smith

Newton, KS



