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February 13, 2018 

 

The Honorable Richard Proehl 

Chair, House Committee on Transportation 

Kansas State Capitol 

300 SW 10th St., Room 581-W 

Topeka, KS 66612 

 

 RE: Testimony In Support of House Bill 2678 

 

Chairman Proehl and Members of the Committee: 

 

 Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of House Bill 

(H.B.) 2678.
1
 For the following reasons I support H.B. 2678, and I believe that the state of 

Kansas should provide to Kansans “a choose life license plate”:
2
  

 

(1) The state of Kansas is a state of the United States.
3
 

 

(2) The Declaration of Independence is often labeled the “founding document” of the 

United States.
4
 

 

(3) Of the fundamental rights of all mankind enumerated by the Declaration of 

Independence, “life” is listed first, thereby implying that, under the Declaration of 

Independence, the right to life is preeminent over the other fundamental rights.
5
  

 

(4) As Kansas is a state of the United States, and as the Declaration of Independence is 

the “founding document” of the United States, the values expressed in and by the 

Declaration of Independence are those of Kansas. 

 

(5) Further, this state’s foundational document, the Constitution of the State of Kansas, 

declares that “[a]ll men are possessed of equal and inalienable natural rights, among 

which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”
6
  

 

(6) That the Kansas Constitution lists “life” first among and before the other fundamental 

rights indicates that, under the Kansas Constitution, the right to life is preeminent over 

the other fundamental rights.
7
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(7) That within the Declaration of Independence and the Kansas Constitution the right to 

life is listed first among the fundamental rights indicates that the right to life is of the 

utmost importance and centrality to the United States and the state of Kansas. 

 

(8) Further, and more importantly, the Kansas Constitution declares that “the people of 

Kansas” are “grateful to Almighty God for our civil and religious privileges.”
8
 

 

(9) Almighty God created all things, including human beings, who He created in His 

image.
9
 

 

(10) Almighty God has instructed human beings to value their own lives and the lives of 

others.
10

 

 

(11) It is thus appropriate for the state of Kansas to provide to Kansans license plates that 

affirm the value of life and the preeminence of the right to life.   

 

Therefore, for the reasons set forth above, I respectfully urge the committee to recommend H.B. 

2678 favorably for passage. 

 

    Respectfully, 

 

 

 

 

    Jesse Burris 

    Representative, Kansas House District 82 
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