March 3, 2017

Kansas House of Representatives
Attn: Steven Johnson, Chairperson
House Taxation Cormmittee

Kansas State Capitol

Topeka, KS 66603

Re: HOUSE BILL No. 2146, AN ACT concerning property taxation; relating to exemptions, certain
property used for educational or scientific purposes; amending K.S.A. 2016 Supp. 79-201a and repealing
the existing section.

Dear House Taxation Committee,

Thank you for receiving comments on House Bill 2146 this session. | am President of Vortex Valves in
Salina, KS. Vortex has its headquarters in Satina, where we employee 285. We manufacture valves and
components that assist in the handling of dry material. Our sales are global to customers like ADM,
Dow Chernical, Cargill, Purina Mills, etc. Vortex has enjoyed significant growth over the past 15 years.
All of the expansions to our plant have benefited from receiving property tax abatements in recognition
of the growth in the local tax base.

Salina, KS has a cluster of companies that focus on the movement and scientific aspects of dry bulk
solids. Dry bulk solids make up more than 80 percent of items transported around the world, yet formal
education and research about the science of these materials is not completely understood. The Kansas
State University Bulk Solids Innovation Center, located in Salina, KS, is a vatued resource to Vortex and
other companies that design and utilize systems for bulk solids. The center is used to research and gain
understanding of how to handle these materials, and in turn, will enhance efficiency and
productiveness in those businesses’ operations.

K-State Polytechnic understands the importance of providing students and industry with research
opportunities, cutting edge technology and equipment and this university-level research center is the
only one of its kind in North America. K-State Polytechnic is the key tenant in the center, while two
local companies, Coperion K-Tron and Vortex, supplement the facility by serving as anchor occupants.
The facility includes office space for researchers and six flexible bulk solids laboratories to allow for
collaborative and proprietary research projects by the building's tenants.

This project was a private/public collaborative effort that includes Kansas State University, U.S.
Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration, State of Kansas, City of Salina, Salina
Chamber of Commerce, Salina Economic Development Corporation and several private businesses.

House Bill 2146 is key to providing a value added incentive for higher education institutions, employers
that currently have operations in Salina and alse to the economic development organizations fulfilling
their mission of retaining and recruiting businesses seeking to call Salina and Kansas home.

Thank you for your attention and consideration of House Bitl 2146 and your commitment to economic
advancement of Salina, Saline County and the state of Kansas as a whole.

Regards,

Jeff Thompson - President & CEO - Cell: 785.820.1883 - Email: jeffri@vortexvalves.com
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