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ADELE HALL CAMPUS

Pediatric infectious Diseases Division
2401 Gillham Road

Kansas City, Missouri 64108

Phone:; [816) 234-306%

Fox: (816} 346-1328

February 14, 2017
RE: Support for HB2205

Dear Honorable Chairman Hawkins and Members of the House Health and Human Studies
Services Committee,

My name is Barbara Pahud, MD, MPH. | am a pediatric infectious disease physician at
Children’s Mercy Hospital in Kansas City and serve as the Associate Director of the Vaccine
Treatment and Evaluation Unit there as well. | also have a vaccine safety fellowship from
the CDC and my passion is to ensure vaccines are safe for children. In addition, am on
the Advisory Committee on Childhood Immunization {ACCI) of Missouri. | apologize that
f am not able to be there in person to testify at the hearing on Thursday, but { am writing
to express my strong support for HB2205, regarding the meningococcal vaccines.

Meningococcal disease impacts between 1,000 and 1,200 individuals in the U.S, each
year. Between 10 to 15 percent of infected individuals will die. Among those who survive,
as many as 19 percent live with permanent disabilities, such as brain damage, hearing
loss, loss of kidney function, or limb amputations. Adolescents and young adults are
among those at greatest risk for meningococcal disease. Prevention of meningococcal
disease is critical because it can be mistaken for flu or other viral infections and it can
rapidly lead to death or disability.

Thirteen serogroups of meningococcal bacteria have been identified. Different
meningococcal vaccines provide coverage against certain specific serogroups.
Serogroups B, C, and Y are the major causes of meningococcal disease in the United
States, each accounting for approximately one third of cases. Currently, the
immunizations against meningococcal disease recommended for routine use only target
serpgroups A, C, Y and W. (Category A Recommendations). Vaccines are now available
that target serogroups B. The CDC’s ACIP {Advisory Committee of Immunization Practices)
recommends that decisions to vaccinate adolescents and young adults 16 through 23
years of age against serogroup B meningococcal disease should be made at the individual
level with health care providers. {Category B Recommendation).

Outbreaks of serogroup B meningococcal disease occurred on five college campuses from
March 2013 to February 2016, These outbreaks, at Santa Clara University, the University
of Oregon, Providence College, Princeton University and the University of California,
Santa Barbara resulted in two deaths {Princeton University, University of Oregon). One
student had both feet amputated and some students suffered neurological effects, such
as memory loss, difficulty retaining information and difficulty concentrating. At least
three additional U.5. college outbreaks happened from 2008 to 2011. It is clear that the

in Academic Affiliation with the University of Missouri - Kansas City Schoot of Medidne
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Emplover - Services provided on a non-discrimingtory basis

Mary Asne Jacksan, MD
Professor of Pediatrics
Divison Director, infectiovs Diseoses

Duho Al-Zubeldi, MD

Asst Professor of Pediatrics

Assoc Direclor, Infection Pravention
Medicat Diractor, 1D Clinic

Denise Bratcher, DO
Professor of Pediatrics
Chair, Groduate Medicel Education

J. Christopher Day, MD
Asst Professor of Pediatrics
Dirnctor, Transplant ID Services

Jennifer Goldman, MD
Asst Professor of Pediatrics
Olrector, Drug Sofety & ASP

Christopher J, Horrison, MD
Professor of Pediafrics
Diractor, ID Research, VTEU

Robyn Livingston, MD
Assoc Professor of Pedialrics
Director, infection Prevenfion

Rusself J. McCulioh, MO
Asst Professor of Pediatrics & int Med
Assoc Dir, i Fellowshio Pregram

Angelo L. Myers, MD, MPH
Assor Professor of Pediatrics
Diractor, ID Fellowship Progrom
Medical Director, Travel Medicine

Barbara Pohud, MD, MPH
Assoc Professor of Pediatrics
Assoc Director, VIEU

Jennifar Schuster, MD

Asst Professor of Padialrics

ligisken, Groduate Medical Education
Transplant i) Research

Dougias 5. Swanson, MD
Assoc Professor of Pediairics
Director, lnlernational Adogption Clinic

Dwight Yin, MD, MPH

Assi Professor Pediafrics
Director, HIV Services

HiV & Transpicnt i Research

Jennifer Vodzak, MD
Asst Professor of Padiatrics

Susana Chavez-Bueno, MY
Assot Professor of Padiatrics
iD Researth



epidemiology of meningococcal disease is changing and the serogroup that seem to be
affecting young adults in college campuses is predominantly serogroup B.

I fully support this bill as | believe it is extremely important for students to be protected and for parents
and students to be fully informed about the dangers and risks of meningococcal disease, the serogroups
{A,C, Y, W, and B) and the 2 vaccines to protect against all strains.

Schools, College and universities should follow the guidelines set forth by the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP) in receiving such vaccinations.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions, my information is provided betow,

Thank you for your hard work on this very important issue to protect our students.

Sincerely,
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Barbara Pahud, MD, MPH

Children’s Mercy Hospital

Associate Director, Vaccine Treatment and Evaluation Unit
Associate Professor of Pediatrics, UMKC Schoo! of Medicine
Phone: {818) 234-3061

Email; bapahud@cmh.edu




