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February 3, 2017

The Honorable lohn Barker

Lhair, House Commitiee on Federa! and State Affzirs
300 SW 10 Street, Rooimn 346-5

Topeka, Kansas 66612

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee,

My name is David Dénnis, and | am a Sedgwick County Commissioner. | ami writing today to et you know of my
support for HB2173. The Bill will allow the citizens of Sedgwick County to vote on whether to allow electronic
gaming machines at the Wichita Greyhound Park. Not only is that vote required, but 2 petition of not less than
5000 citizens must request the vote. Therefore, this is truly a bill that refies on the democratic process to be
enacted in Sedgwick County, and 1 sincerely believe inthe right of our citizens to petition our government and to
ask for a vote on important issues.

If our citizens vote In favor, there could be great benefits to Sedgwick County. These inelude significant new
empldyment, expansion of the tax base, and the resurrection of the grevhound facility. There will also be added
revenues from the gaming tax io alfow us to better serve the needs of Sedgwick County.

Opening the Wichita Greyhound Park will further stimulate northern Sedgwick County. Additional restaurants and
hotels will be nesded to service the visttors that would be coming to the area. This will further encourage the
growth of the ares and the County.

Finally, the passage of this Bill will mean millions of do¥ars in revenue for the State. This will take the form of
garning taxes, property taxes, sales taxes and income taxes. When the State is looking for ways o finance basic
services, these revenues will be a welcome relief.

i encourage you to support the passage of RB2173 which will allow our citizens to make the decision, and 1 thank
you for your constderation.

David Dennis
Commissioner — 3% District
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