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Mr. Chairman and Committee members, thank you for the opportunity to provide neutral 
testimony regarding SB 403, specifically to highlight the potential fiscal impact to the Judicial 
Branch if this bill is passed in its current form. See the attached fiscal note. 

 
The bill has the potential to substantially increase district court caseload, and therefore 

district court costs, if municipal court jurisdiction is suspended under Section 4 of the bill.  In FY 
2015, over 428,000 cases were filed in municipal courts, of which 82% were traffic infractions.  
If municipal court jurisdiction is suspended, the district court caseload could nearly double.  If 
that happens, nothing in the bill transfers filing fees or imposes a transfer fee, leaving district 
courts to absorb the costs of adjudicating these cases and potentially requiring more judges and 
staff to process the additional caseload. 

 
The second issue needing clarification is Section 5, where Kansas Department of 

Revenue may suspend municipal judges if a city fails to make payments or submit reports 
required by Section 1 and 2 of the bill.  Many district magistrate judges also serve part-time as 
municipal judges. If one of these judges is suspended in City A, then it appears that the judge 
may be suspended in all other municipalities where they serve, as well as in their capacity as a 
district magistrate judge.  The intent and the process are unclear. 

 
Finally, Section 6 provides that an appearance, waiver, plea and payment of K.S.A. 12-

4305(c) results in waiver of any costs. These costs include the Judicial Branch education fund 
(used to fund municipal judge and employee training), Kansas Law Enforcement Training Center 
fund, and prosecutor training funds, among others.  Whether this applies to tobacco/cigarette 
infractions or all infractions, this section eliminates a significant funding source for these 
necessities. 

 
We would ask that you consider these issues as you work the bill. Thank you for the 

opportunity to provide input into the process.  










