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PARTICIPATION IN TECHNICAL EDUCATION COURSES

The 2015 Legislature directed the Kansas Board of Regents to develop a report on the participation in
technical education courses that lead to high-demand, high-wage technical occupations and result in
Kansas Board of Regents approved industry credentials. This report is submitted in response to the
request contained in 2015 House Substitute for Senate Bill 112 (Section 142(a)).

2015 Budget Proviso Language

Attached to the appropriation for the Postsecondary Technical Education Authority was the following:

“Provided, That, in addition to the other purposes for which expenditures may be made
by the above agency from the postsecondary technical education authority account for
fiscal year 2016, expenditures shall be made by the above agency from the post-
secondary technical authority account for fiscal year 2016 to develop a report on the

participation in technical education courses that lead to high-wage, high-demand

technical occupations and result in Kansas board of regents approved industry
credentials: Provided further, That such report shall be made available to the house of

representatives committee on appropriations and the senate committee on ways and
means no later than the first day of the 2016 regular session of the legislature.”

Review of related data

For purposes of this report, the number of students with declared majors in technical programs was
used to gauge the level of participation in technical education courses that lead to high-demand, high-
wage technical occupations for which Kansas Board of Regents approved industry credentials have been
identified. It is important to note that individual technical education courses are often used in multiple
programs.

Utilizing information from the 2014 Kansas Training Information Program (K-TIP) report, the most recent
year for which complete data is available, as well as data from the Kansas Department of Labor’s 2015
High Demand — High Wage Occupations list, a subset of data specific to only those postsecondary
technical programs of study for which an approved industry credential has been identified and the
educational level associated with the occupation is less than a baccalaureate degree is included in this
report.!

Postsecondary technical education programs are identified using a Classification of Instructional
Program (CIP) code established by the National Center for Educational Statistics (NCES). The
Department of Labor, on the other hand, uses a Standard Occupation Code (SOC) to identify and report
occupations. A CIP to SOC crosswalk was used to match information from these two data sources and

1 Only those occupations for which the training and educational level is specific to the two-year college sector were
identified in this report. For example, Accountants and Auditors (SOC 13-2011) is on the High Demand — High
Wage listing; however, the education level associated with that particular level of employment requires at least a
Bachelor’s degree. While the two-year college sector offers certificates and degrees in Accounting, they are not
considered an equivalent level of training referred to on the High Demand — High Wage Occupation list. These
occupations were therefore not included despite a SOC/CIP match.
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resulted in 16 instances where the individual program CIP code and occupational SOC code were direct
matches; in three instances there where multiple program CIP codes matched a single occupational SOC
code; and in one instance, one program CIP code matched multiple occupational SOC codes. All of these
matches were included in the report.

Summary of Findings

There were a total of 9,691 students with declared majors in selected technical programs of study that
corresponded directly to occupations identified on the Kansas Department of Labor’s 2015 High
Demand—High Wage Occupation list and for which KBOR approved industry credentials have been
identified. Of these students, 49 percent (4,701) were enrolled in health programs; 16 percent (1,573)
were enrolled in information technology/computer information programs; 11 percent (1,067) were
enrolled in architecture/ construction programs; and 8 percent (804) were enrolled in programs related
to public safety. The remaining students (1,546) were enrolled in transportation-related programs, such
as aviation and railroad maintenance; agricultural/heavy equipment; industrial maintenance; and
administrative assistant/secretarial science programs.

Attached is a detailed listing of the programs and occupations (listed in order of “rank” on the High
Demand—High Wage Occupation List) and the approved industry credential. The report also includes
comparisons of the average wage reported for those graduates who exited and were employed to the
median annual wage reported for the high demand high wage occupations. The reader should note that
the occupational wages represent the median of wages reported in the occupational survey, not the
entry level wage.

Additional information regarding participation, completion, and employment for all approved technical
programs (including those for which an approved industry credential is not available) can be found in
the 2014 Kansas Training Information Program report available on the Board’s website,

kansasregents.org.
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