
WiehitaOffice

3301W. 13th St.

Wichita, KS 57203
3r.6-687-5433
kfl@kfl.org

Topeka Offtce

P.O. Box 5172

Topeka, KS 66605

785-234-2998

kfltopeka@gmail.com

Oyerland Park Office

7808 Foster

Overland Park, KS 56204

913-642-5433
kansansforlife@ aol.com1-800-928-LrFE (s433)

Proponent, H Sub Fm 2151

Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Jeff King and committee members,

Fcbruary 3,2016

Good morning.
Kansas is one of six states that allow citizens to petition for grand juries. H $i4b.HS 2.1[Lis suppo*ed
by Kanqanp;for Life aS,p furtbefance of fairness tp.citiApfrq who pejif,on fof re4tesg through the grand
jury process. We also supported passage of HB 2182 in 2013 allowing the petitioner to address the jury
before any district attomey gets involved, and to suggest namss of appropriate special prosecutors.

Kensans for Libqganiped petitiqn-sienatwe drives iq.1?94. 2006 and 2007, Our petitions generated
some resentment in certain quarters as they embodied e rebuke against authorities around a politieally
sensitive issue.

1. In the first case, a Topeka grand jury was convened against a convicted felon who was breaking
numerous statutes and Healing Arts rules without punishment, but the prosecutor changed it into
an investigation about Phelps family assosietes.

ln the second case, a Wichita grand jury was assembled to investigate the death - during a late-

tenn abortion --of a healthy Texas teen with mental disabilities. One of the jurors later revealed

the jury was:

o unable to question many witnesses who refused to appear or "plead the fifth;"
o kept from pursuing abortion rnjruy incidents for which paperwork was uncovered;

r not assisted by the ADA in crucial tasks, including explanations of legal terms;
r denied viewing of key documents.

In the third case, a Wichita grand jury was convened and became convinced that late-term

abortion crimes were occluring but were told they were prevented from issuing indictnrents due

to statements in a Supreme Court case about medical disagreements. This effoneous instruction
likely came from the target's attorneys and the ADA.

H Sub HB 215i would allow those responsible for calling grand juries to observe while judges give
instructions to the jwors, a move that aifns to p-fSVp,frt bipp..lp.the,prqqgsp. It would help ensure that the
will of those citizens who sougirt such grand juries is heard. My experience testifring in the 2007 grand
jury is that the questions from the jury (who had at that time been empaneled for 3 weeks) indicated they
seemed quite "clueless" as to the task set before them. I wonder what tk judge]Sjnp{uctionhad been?

Kathy Ostrowski,
Kansans for Life State Legislative Director
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