
 
 

 

 

 
To:  Senator Jeff King, Chairman 
  Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee 
 
From:  Callie Jill Denton 
  Executive Director 
 
Date:  February 1, 2016 
 
Re: SB 360 concerning open meetings; relating to certain justifications for closing meetings; 

amending K.S.A. 2015 Supp. 75-4319 (OPPOSE) 
 
The Kansas Association for Justice (KsAJ) is a professional association of trial attorneys. KsAJ opposes SB 
360. 
 

We believe SB 360 would affect the public’s access to meetings of the Workers Compensation and 
Employment Security Board Nominating Committee (Committee). The Committee makes 
recommendations regarding the nomination of workers compensation law judges and 
members of the Employment Security Board. The Committee has significant impact on Kansans 
that have workers compensation or unemployment claims. It is in the interests of the public 
and press that the Committee be fully compliant with KOMA. 
 
Entities subject KOMA are required to hold all meetings open to the public with few exceptions, and 
make a reasonable effort to allow the general public to attend and listen to discussions. Kan. Stat. Ann. § 

75-4318. On July 30, 2015, the Committee met and held interviews of candidates for an open 
administrative law judge position. The interviews were held in Executive Session, which we 
believe was in violation of KOMA.  
 
SB 360 erodes KOMA’s policy of transparency and would shield the work of the Committee and 
other entities subject to KOMA from the eyes of the public and press. On behalf of the members 
of KsAJ, I request the Senate Judiciary Committee’s opposition to SB 360. 
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