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To: Senate Committee on Federal and State Affairs
Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, Chair

From: Tucker Stewart, Associate Counsel, Kansas Livestock Association

Re:  SB 462 AN ACT concerning regulation of drones; dealing with private property
rights.

Date: March 3, 2016

The Kansas Livestock Association (KLA), formed in 1894, is a trade association
representing nearly 5,200 members on legislative and regulatory issues. KLA
members are involved in many aspects of the livestock industry, including seed
stock, cow-calf and stocker production, cattle feeding, dairy production, grazing
land management and diversified farming operations.

Thank you, Chairman Ostmeyer and members of the Committee, my name is Tucker Stewart and [ am
with the Kansas Livestock Association (KLA). KLA appears today as a proponent of SB 462.

KLA policy favors laws that strengthen individual property rights; prevent unauthorized
intrusions on private land, air, and water; and prevent interference with private business
operations. While KLA understands there may be many positive uses of unmanned aircraft
systems (UAS) in agricultural operations, KLLA believes limits on the use of UAS are necessary
to prevent invasions of private property because current common law protections are unclear.
SB 462 is positive legislation that would not inhibit the growth of UAS in agriculture or
commerce, but would respect private property rights by creating a clear cause of action when
property rights are infringed.

One of the most fundamental rights of property ownership is the ability to control who has right
of access. SB 462 goes to the heart of that issue by making clear when a UAS operator would be
liable for damaging the property rights of another. Although the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) is in the process of developing rules to regulate who, how, when, and
where UAS may be safely operated, the FAA will not and cannot address the issue of liability for
damages caused by UAS to private property. Such regulation is appropriately reserved for
regulation by the states. That is the purpose of SB 462. It should also be noted that SB 462 does
not prohibit UAS flights under 350 feet above the surface, it merely assigns liability for
damages, and only allows an action when there are actual damages to the property.

Modern agriculture is under more intense scrutiny from activist groups than ever before, and the
right of a farmer and rancher to be secure in their property is of paramount importance. The
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population of Kansas has grown increasingly urban, even as agriculture remains one of the
state’s top industries. With the urban shift, many people in Kansas and across the nation are
unaware of accepted and necessary farming and ranching practices. Too many urban dwellers,
young and old, believe that products like beef, pork, and milk simply come from the grocery
store. They have no concept of the type of animal husbandry practices it takes to bring those
food products to market.

Unfortunately, this lack of understanding of agricultural practices has resulted in the growth of
anti-animal agriculture groups like People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and the
Humane Society of the United States (HSUS). These organizations spend millions of dollars
harassing honest livestock producers, lobbying legislatures for policies that would stymie animal
agriculture, and misrepresenting the livestock industry through public affairs campaigns.

At least one of these groups, PETA, has already announced the purchase of UAS to invade the
private airspace of landowners to obtain video and photographs of livestock operations and
hunters. A PETA press release dated April 8, 2013, is attached to my testimony, for your review.
While HSUS has not made any public announcements that it will purchase UAS, it is anticipated
that HSUS will follow suit, based on past occurrences where it has released video from inside
livestock operations after gaining entry though fraudulent means.

SB 462 would make it clear that radical anti-animal agriculture groups like HSUS and PETA.,
cannot invade private property without being subject to a civil cause of action. Kansas has a
strong history of supporting agriculture, its top industry in the state. SB 462 would help
guarantee that Kansas farmers and ranchers can operate freely without the threat of having
activists invade their private property.

Again, it is important to note that KL A is not opposed to the use of unmanned aerial vehicles. In
fact, these vehicles may prove a useful tool for ranchers as operation size continues to expand.
However, KLA members also know that these tools should be used appropriately and should not
be used to invade and damage private property. Kansas should clarify when a UAS operator is
liable for damages a UAS causes by entering private property. Current law is unclear and the
FAA does not have the ability to address this issue, which is reserved for the states.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. KLA asks the Committee to pass SB 462
favorably.
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Written by Alisa Mullins (http:/Awww.peta,org/blogiauthoramuliins/) | April 8, 2013

PETA has come up with a drone program that even Rand Paul
{hitp:/Asww.cbsnews.com/8301-250_162-57573424/rand-paul-after-filibuster-drone-
debate-isnt-over/) might be able to get behind. Inspired by the increasing use of
drones for nonmilitary purposes, such as fighting wildfires and conducting search-and-
rescle missions, PETA is planning fo acquire a drone of its own fo spy on hunters and
catch them in the act as they terrorize animals and break game laws.

FETA has decided to use a remote-controlled aircraft to collect and publicize footage
of hunters shooling animals and allowing them to escape, only to die slowly and in
agony, among other common violations. PETA has contacted Ausfralia-based drone
manufacturer Aerobot, maker of the state-of-the-art, remote-controlled helicopters that
can be outfitted with a video camera, to discuss which of its products would best fit the
purpose. The drones can also be used to fly over factory farms and other areas that are
hotheds of abuse.
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quadrocoptar {hitp:ffwnw.flickr.com/photos/sidkiles/s sizes/lf} | ea by 2.0 (htip//creatly scommens.orgllicensas/by /2.0/dead.en)

Hunters (http:/www.peta.orglissues/wildlife/sport-hunting-cruel-unnecessany) maim and
kill millions of animals every year. PETA's office routinely receives reports of deer
spooked by hunters and then running wildly onto highways or crashing through plate-
glass windows. For some animals who are still mobile but wounded, it can take weeks
to succumb to their injuries. And research shows that for every animal killed by a
bowhunter, another is maimed, never fo be found again. The slaughtered animals aren't
the only victims, as weak and young family members are left to starve or be attacked by
predators. With more than five times as many witdlife watchers as there are hunters in
the U.S., we hope to expose further why hunting is a sick and sickening pursuit.

While hunters disguise themselves as frees and pretend they are ducks, it is enly fair to
give animals something to fight back with. Duck defender Morrissey
(http:#articles.washingtonoost.com/201 3-02-27/lifestyle/37331460_1_monlssey{immy-
kimmel-live-abc-ate-night-show) would certainly approve.
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