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Backcrouwn

SB 84, infroduced by the Senate Commites
on Commerce at the request of Represeniative
Frownfelter, was heard befors the Sepats
Commearce Committee on February 5 and 10,

On February 11, Chairperson Lynn appointed
a Subcommittee—Senator Meicher, Chairparson,
and Senators Faust-Goudeau and Longhine—to
consider the bill. The Subcommitiee was directad
to report to the full Committee as soon 25 possibie.

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES
The Subcommittee met on February 13.

It heard addiiional testimony from Senator
Pilcher-Cock, whe expressed concern that & broad
definition for “blighting influence”™ could
negatively affect property rights in  ways
unintended by the bill Suggesting abandoned
property could be reconsidered in the future,
Senator Pilcher-Cock said the financial meszns
used by nonprofit orgenizations to rehabilitate
housing should be taken into account as well.

A representative of the Kansas Association of
Realtors explained the judicial process wsed to
temporarily take possession of property and
rehabilitate it. During the proceedings, absent
properfy owners are given notice and may refain
their properfy if cerfain conditions zre met. An
amendment, similar to legislation that was passed
by the House i 2014, was offered for the
Subcommiites’s consideration.
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A representative of the Ciiy of Topeka stated
support for the bilf end the offered amendment.

Representaiive  Frownfelter,  expressing
appreciation for the work dome by the other
conferees on the bili, noted many abandoned
properties are over 50 years oid and ere located on
relatively small lots that, if the buildings were
razed, do not readily lend themselves for mew
residential construction.

A representative from the League of Kansas
Municipalities, speaking in support of the bill, said
cities take seriously the authority to take
possession of private property, which can be an
expensive undertaking.

ConcLusions avd RECOMMENDATIONS

The  Subcommittee  recommends  an
amendment, as was suggested during its hearing,
which would revise “blighting influence” by
deleting reference to morals and welfere, by
deleting reference to light and inserting ventilation
in its plece, and by delefing reference to the
building’s exterior and grounds and inseriing
reference to violation of property maintenance
codss. The amendmemt would delete the
alternative purpose for rehsbilitating property,
using it for community or economic development,
and insert reference for the property to be used for
ancillary facilities refated to housing, such as
infrastrucfure, open space, parks, and parking
facilities,

The Subcommitiee recommends the bill, as
amended, be passed.
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