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Chairman Donovan and members of the committee, | am Aaron Dunkel, Deputy Secretary of the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment. Thank you for the opportunity to discuss SB 233, which proposes to
increase the tax on cigarettes and other tobacco products.

Tobacco use and exposure remains the number one preventable cause of death in Kansas: 433,900 Kansas
adults smoke and 4,400 die from smoking each year. ' One in ten high school students smoke and 2,900
Kansas kids become daily smokers every year. Nationwide, smoking is the cause of 1 in 5 deaths overall or
about half a million people every year."

A 2014 Surgeon General's report outlined the scientific evidence of the impact of tobacco use on the human
body and identified diseases that are causally associated with active smoking. These diseases include: age-
related macular degeneration, diabetes, colorectal cancer, liver cancer, adverse health outcome in cancer
patients and survivors, tuberculosis, erectile dysfunction, orofacial clefts in infants, ectopic pregnancy,
rheumatoid arthritis, inflammation and impaired immune function.

To provide context on the health related costs of smoking in Kansas, 37.8% of adult Medicaid clients currently
smoke." Reducing tobacco use and preventing initiation has not only the potential to save millions of lives but
also millions of dollars attributable to tobacco-related health care costs.” Smoking-related health care costs
add up to more than $1 billion annually in Kansas, approximately $200 million of which are paid by KanCare."
In addition, approximately $400 million of these costs are paid for through the federal Medicare Program.

It is projected that a $1.50 cigarette tax increase in Kansas would prevent initiation, reduce consumption,
encourage people to quit smoking and prevent relapse.""*" Raising the price of tobacco products has been
shown to have the benefit of reducing the number of youth who become addicted and motivating those who
are already addicted to quit.""

Price increases have the greatest effect on youth who are the most price sensitive due to generally having
smaller incomes. Increasing the price of tobacco to be cost prohibitive reduces the chances that youth will
become regular smokers and addicted adults.™** This impact on Kansas youth means that about 25,400
youth currently aged 17 and under would not start smoking.

Thank you for consideration of implementing a tobacco tax increase. The provisions of HB 2306 will have a
profound impact on reducing tobacco related death and disease especially in youth and help slow the growth
of health care costs in the state.

I will be happy to stand for any questions.
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