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The Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City was created in 2003 and seeks to provide leadership,
advocacy and resources to eliminate barriers and promote quality health for uninsured and
underserved. Our grantmaking focuses on safety net, mental health, and healthy lifestyles in six
counties in the Kansas City-area, including Allen, Johnson, and Wyandotte Counties in Kansas.

When we consider barriers to health, tobacco rises to the top as a key public health concern. Smoking
significantly increases the risk of coronary heart disease, stroke, lung cancer, and death from chronic
obstructive lung disease. Appropriately so, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have
called tobacco "the single most important preventable risk to human health in developed countries and
an important cause of premature death worldwide."

Tobacco use exacts a heavy toll on Kansas residents, where 10.2% of Kansas high school students
currently smoke, earning Kansas the 15™ highest youth smoking rate and resulting in 61,000 Kansas kids
dying prematurely. Perhaps most alarming, 2,900 Kansas kids become smokers each year.

When we consider strategies to reduce the public health burden of tobacco, increased tobacco pricing
stands out as a critical strategy. Empirical evidence strongly demonstrates that increased pricing
decreases demand for cigarettes. High school seniors reduce their cigarette consumption by 6.5% for
every 10% price increase.” Higher tobacco prices are especially effective at reducing smoking among
youth,ii pregnant women," and low-income residents." In short, the more cigarettes cost, the less
people smoke.

As such, the Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City supports SB 233 as an important public
health strategy to reduce youth smoking in Kansas.
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