Betty Boaz

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Richard Proehl

Monday, March 16, 2015 3:53 PM

Betty Boaz

Fwd: Kansas SB 73: All - Terrain Vehicles Definition

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Iles Thomas E <[lesThomasF(@JohnDeere.com>

Date: March 13, 2015 at 2:44:57 PM CDT

To: "bballard196%@att.net" <bballard 1 969@att.net>, "carpfam6965 @ sbeglobal net”
<carpfam6965@sbcglobal.net>, "johndoll22@gmail.com” <johudoli22@gmail.com>,
"goicorep94i@cox.net" <goicorep94/@cox.net>, "kasha.kellevi@house ks.gov"
<kasha.kellevi@house.ks.gov>, "jarrod.ouslevi@house.ks.gov" <jarrod.ousley@house . ks.gov>>,
"richard.prochi@house.ks.gov" <richard.proehl@house. ks.gov>,
"ronald.ryckman@house.ks.gov" <ronald.ryckman(@house ks.gov>,
"martyread(@embargmail.com” <martvread@embargmail.com>, "melissa.rooker@house ks.gov
<melissa.rooker(@house.ks.gov>, "porkchop@bluevallev.net" <porkchop@bluevalley.net>,
"joeseiwert@onemain.com” <joeseiwert/@onemain.com™>, "glsloan ks@vahoo.com"
<glsloan_ks@yahoo.com>, "jackthimesch@live.com" <jackthimesch@live.com>,
"jameserictodd@gmail.com” <jameserictodd@gmail.com>, "ponka-wel@votevictors.com”
<ponka-we@votevictors.com>

Subject: Kansas SB 73: All - Terrain Vehicles Definition

n

Chairman Proehl and Members of the Kansas House Transportatlon Committee:
First and foremost, thanks for your quality public service and |
Kansas. | am writing in ¢
Definition. The foIIowmg is our rationale for opposmon

Deere’s main concern is the “bl s},;_ between what is considered an All-
Terrain Vehicle (ATV) and what would be a Utility Vehicle (UV). The legislation basically
sirikes from the ATV definition in the current Kansas Code: “having a seat designed to
be straddled by the operator”. That is one of the main distinctions between ATVs and
UVs in Kansas Law as well as in most states. Deere would prefer that the law remains
the same and not have this clause struck.

“Blurring of the Lines” Concern:

» ATVs have a longstanding negative public reputation when it comes to safety.

e This general perception has led to serious scrutiny by the Consumer Product
Safety Council (CPSC) and companion agencies.

+ |t has also led to the CPSC forcing the ATV industry to agree to a Consent Order
that puts a number of restrictions on the sale and use of ATVs.



During the current effort by the CPSC to regulate UVs, the UV industry has gone
to significant lengths to make sure that ATV accident data (and the ATV’s
reputation} has not been used to influence the proposed language. So far that
effort has been very successful.

At this point, the CPSC have indicated Ufility Vehicles are much safer vehicles.
Deere would like to keep that perspective going forward.

ATV & Utility Vehicle Differences:

A Utility Vehicle (UV) is typically utilized as a work vehicle in agricultural and/or
worksite (large cargo box and payload capacity) vs. primarily for recreation uses
like ATVs.

UVs are equipped with seat belts and Roll Over Protections (ROPS) and are far
more stable machines (longer wheelbase, wider stance).

Generally UVs have limited top speeds, depending upon the specific model.

Thanks for your consideration of John Deere’s position on SB 73. Please advise if [ can
be of assistance to you going forward. Best wishes!

Thom Hes
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