Testimony

Unified Government Public Relations
701 N. 7t Street, Room 620
Kansas City, Kansas 66101

Mike Taylor, Public Relations Director
913.573.5565 mtaylor@wycokck.org

Transit Buses on the Shoulder of Certain Highways
Senate Bill 72

Delivered March 10, 2015
House Transportation Committee

The Unified Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City supports Senate Bill 72 allowing for transit

buses to operate on the shoulder of I-35 in Wyandotte County.

This measure is an extension of a law passed in 2010 which allows Johnson County transit to operate
on the right shoulder of 1-35 in Johnson County. The bill is a cooperative effort between Johnson and

Wyandotte Counties to further improve the service levels of public transit in the Kansas City metro.

The roughly 3.5 mile stretch of 1-35 in Wyandotte County is the most congested portion of the highway
corridor and allowing public transit buses to move to the right shoulder during heavy traffic jams will

save time and get citizens to work or wherever else they going to their destination sooner.

The design work on the Wyandotte County segment has already been done and grant funding is
available for construction of the needed improvements. The Unified Government and the Kansas
Department of Transportation both support Johnson County’s proposal to allow bus on the shoulder

operations in Wyandotte County to improve and compliment the bus on shoulder routes already being

run on [-35 in Johnson County.



