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Testimony to the House Transportation Committee 

In Opposition to HB2255 

February 17, 2015 

 

Chairman Proehl and Committee Members, 

 

HB2255 will prohibit a program that has allowed many local governments an affordable method to 

achieve emergency communications interoperability. This program has allowed local governments to 

join the statewide radio system through a lease program funded by bonds issued through KDOT. The 

lease payments then pay for the bonds. 

 

This program has been an example of how the state and local governments can work together to 

enhance public safety in Kansas. Now the state wants to end that cooperative effort. We need to 

explore how the greatly needed radio operability will be affected by such a move and what alternatives 

are available to continue this enhancement to the emergency radio coverage in Kansas. 

 

We are also at a loss as to why this bill is even needed. As can be seen on page 1, line 29 the secretary 

“may” enter into these agreements. Nothing in the bill mandates it to be done so there really isn’t any 

reason for the proposed prohibition. 

 

If the state is really interested in enhancing the emergency radio system in Kansas, we suggest either to 

kill this bill which would allow the continuation of the lease purchase program in the future provided 

the secretary believed it was in the best interest of Kansas; or amend the bill to allow and encourage it 

to continue with some legislative guidance on the total bonding authority for the project. 
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