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Re: SB 244, as amended
Neutral Testimony with Comments

Thank you for allowing me to appear before you today and present testimony on behalf of the
League of Kansas Municipalities and our member cities on Senate Bill 244, as amended.

As introduced, SB 244 would amend current law regarding the budget vote provisions that were
adopted last session. The language requires publication within 30 days of the adoption of the
budget (current law is silent as to timing). The bill also attempts to clarify some publication
requirements, including how publication should be done when a municipality is located in two or
more counties. The bill also adds language to 79-2929 regarding publication of the budget
hearing notice. This language is similar to the language placed in 79-2925b to cover the more
than one county situation.

The League testified in support of SB 244 before the Senate Local Government because we
believe that our cities are now following this procedure and it does help with the dual county
issue. We did suggest some technical language changes that we believed would help the two
provisions to read more consistently.

However, changes made by the Senate, including those mixing references to “an official” and
“the official newspaper” (See lines 10, 12 and 41, page 2; and, line 1, page 3) and the language
added in lines 13 to 20, page 2, have caused us to shift from supporting the bill to being neutral.
We believe that the new language has added confusion and complexity to the bill and has
made it difficult to understand and unwieldy to use.

While the League stands in support of the base bill and its purpose to clarify and simplify the
publication requirements, we have concerns with the wording and application of the bill
following the Senate amendments. We ask that you take a very close look at the current
language before taking any action on the bill.

Thank you. | will stand for questions.



House Local Governiment Commitiee
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the official municipal newspaper. In the event that a
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the next preceding year.

(¢} In the event the governing body votes to approve any
appropriation or budget, as the case requires, which may be funded by
revenue produced from property taxes, and which provides for funding
with such revenue in an amount exceeding that of the next preceding year
as provided in subsection (), notice of such vote and, by yeas-and{,} nays;
fand passes} Izow eack member of the govemmg bady vatea' shaEI be
published—n ; REY nty—vwehe h
mﬂmetpﬁhty—-is—}eeateé wztkm 30 days fol!owmg the adoptzon of such
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municipality has not designated an official newspaper, the
publication shall be made in the official county newspaper

budget inzx {the-officialiwesk ihisewsy .
Wsﬂfj mla&mu—&kmm A mumczpalzty located in more than one

caumfy shal! pubhsh nofzce of such vote it {au-qﬁcml}-umkb,wa:-daz‘g;

l and,‘for a

the official municipal newspaper and in the official county
newspaper of all ‘@ counties in which at least 15% of the
total appraised value of the municipality is located

per :od oj ot tess Ihan 1() days oR fhe oﬁmml websn‘e q#ﬂte—eaek—eeaﬂsy-@f
etz having—tereifory—in—the—municipality or, in the

, in addition,

of each county in which the municipality is located,

the official newspaper of the taxing or political subdivision or
municipality. In the event that a taxing or poiitical subdivision
or municipality has not designated an official newspaper, the
publication shall be made in the official county newspaper.

absence thereof on a website designated by the secretary of
administration.

(d} The provisions of this section shall be applicable to all fiscal and
budget years commencing on and after the effective date of this act,

(¢} The provisions of this section shall not apply to revenue received
from property tax levied for the sole purpose of repayment of the principat
of and interest upon bonded indebtedness, temporary notes and no-fund
watranis.

(f) For purposes of this section, "municipality” means any political
subdivision of the state which levies an ad valorem tax on property and
includes, but is not limited to, any county, township, municipal university,
scheol district, community college, drainage district or other faxing
district. "Municipality" shall not include any such political subdivision or
taxing district which receives $1,000 or less in revenue from property
faxes in the current year,

Sec. 2. K.8.A. 79-2929 is hereby amended to read as follows: 79-
2929. Prior to the filing of the adopted budget with the county clerk, the
governing body of each taxing or political subdivision or municipality
shall meet for the purpose of answering and hearing objections of
taxpayers relating to the proposed budget and for the purpose of
considering amendments to such proposed budget. The governing body
shall give at ieast 10 days' notice of the time and place of the meeting by

publication m—ﬁ-{th&aﬁ‘iaapwekiguopdmly»mwspapﬁ-eﬁ-the—eeﬁnw
havingo-peneral-circulation-therein. A raxing or political subdivision or
muricipality located in more than one county shall give at least 10 days'
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the official newspaper of the taxing or political subdivision or
jmunicipality and in the official county newspaper of all-elissr
counties in which the taxing, or political subdivision or
municipality is located
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, in addition,

notice of the time and place of the meeting by publication m—a {anefficial}
weeklp-or-datly-newspaperof-the-mnicipalitp-having-general-cireulation

in which the municipality is located,

—therein andfor a period of not Iess thcm 1 0 days on rke oﬁ" cial county
website of-the each county-ofgre 3 :
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pusisipalite.ar, in the absence thereof on a webszre a’eszgnated by rhe
secretary of administration. Such notice shall include the proposed budget
and shall set out all essential items in the budget except such groupings as
designated by the director of accounts and reports on a special publication
form prescribed by the director of accounts and reports and furnished with
the regular budget form. The notice of a governing body of any taxing
subdivision or municipality having an annual expenditure of $500 or less
shall specify the time and place of the meeting required by this section but
shall not be required to include the proposed budget of such taxing
subdivision or municipality.

Sec. 3. K.8.A, 79-2929 and K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 79-2925b are hereby
repealed.

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its
publication in the statute book.



