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Thank you, Mr. Chairman and committee members, for the opportunity to testify
in support of SB 51. This bill would make permanent the Judicial Branch surcharge authorized
by the Legislature in 2010 to fund nonjudicial personnel.

The statutes regarding the surcharge are effective only to the end of the present fiscal
vear. The Judicial Branch FY 2016 and FY 2017 budget include revenue from the surcharge.
Without passage of this bill, each budget will be reduced by approximately $9.5 million.

The extension of the surcharge is important to continued funding of the courts. The
surcharge will continue generating revenue necessary to help fund nonjudicial wages and
salaries. The surcharge also allows the Legislature to use funds that otherwise would be
appropriated to the Judicial Branch for other necessary expenditures, while helping to keep the
courts open.

As introduced, the bill would have extended the sunset provision to July 1, 2017. The
Senate Judicial Committee removed the sunset provision. The bill passed in the Senate with a
vote of 34 to 6. -

We ask that you consider this bill favorably. Thank you again for the opportunity to
testify in support of SB 51. [ would be happy to answer your questions.



