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March 2, 2015 -

Héuse Cominiitee on Federal and State Affairs
Representative Steva Brunk, Chair

KahsasState Capitol |

Topelka; Kansag 66612

Chairman Brunk and Members of the Committee,

The €ity of Kechi; the Kechi Chamber-of Commerce and the Kechi Arts Council wish to express.
ourssupport for HB 2368, which allows the establishment.of arts and cultural districts-as part of cities”
overall econpmic development precess. -

The 2015-2040 Kechl Comprehensive Plan was recentlyadopted by the Kechi City Countil. Akey

. . Kechi’s fiiture economic aetivity wifl be fueled by a diverse mix:of goods and services ind a

vibrant arfs tind business district, —2015-2040 Kechi Comprehensive Plen, P. 5.

A'significant npmber of bissinesses in Kéchirelate to, orare specifically dedicated to, tf*-le‘arts.
Katg Art Glass and the Kecii Playhouse are likely the most notable arts businesses in Kechi. Otherarts
bﬁsiﬂés}:e‘s:inci u'dé,_qiji!;cirig} weaving, woodworking; mietal sculpting and more. The tity'has even
experienced a recent Festirgence,of vintage antique-and craft shops. - .
Many 6f these artists’ shops aiid galleries are looselyclustered inthe core arezof town.  The
désignation of ah arts and cultyral district would highlight the infimate, creative environment which
axists in Kechi. Arts b‘iisin_é_'sse; in Kechi are like buginesse_’s'.any‘_.v.here,else: but unlike national chains

‘and corporations, thecustoiners” dollars spent with local businesses remain in Kansas. _ -



The Kechi Compreberisive Pl#h and Strategic Plan establish a biteprint for the-City's future
growith, The tosls within HB- 2368 would enicolirage i‘ﬁér._i‘aa'se‘d_ tourism éh.d_a'ttfact new arts-related )

businesses to maiy citiss like Kechi, thus:énhiancing local and state-ecanomies.

. We;the undef'rsig_'néc'!; ask'that the Housé Cafnmittee oft Federal and ‘Stéte:‘Affairs.support’and .

recommiend HB 2368 fo the Kénsas House of Representatives for full considetation,

Sinceraly,

Ed Parker, Mayor

Stephanie Evans, President, Kechi Arts Council o _ )
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Hetty Wash@gran So-Bresident, Kechi Cha_ér of Commérce C -
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