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Senate Bill 171, aka the Help Kansas Vote Act, is designed to foster a culture of voting in Kansas.
The idea isn’t to merely increase voter turnout, but to increase the number of informed voters, and
to encourage the next generation of voters. Every feature has its root in the desire to reverse the

trend of voter apathy.

SB 171 is the result of an in-depth interim study of the benefits and/or drawbacks of establishing a
uniform election date. We heard from NCSL, The Democracy Project, a university professor who
has done an extensive study of the politics and empirical data related to election timing, election
officials from various Kansas counties, panels of election officials from two other states with
uniform election dates (NE, UT), and a vendor of election technology.

After hearing from multiple sources, it was obvious that a number of so-called drawbacks identified
by opponents were not drawbacks at all. Other concerns that were determined to be genuine
challenges can be effectively mitigated through the use of intelligent policy changes or offset by
technology. The panels from both NE and UT were in agreement that the “cons” were not the
barriers that opponents would have us believe.

The biggest concerns from KS election officials were ballot length and ballot styles. SB171
addresses both of these concerns by authorizing flexibility in formatting ballots to avoid page
breaks, and doing away with non-partisan races (in original bill). Eliminating ballot rotation will
also reduce the number of ballot styles significantly.

Making precinct positions a 4-year term was done at the suggestion of the Secretary of State in
order to reduce ballot length in the gubernatonial cycle when statewide offices are also on the ballot.



“Un-informed voters” is a repeated theme among opponents. According to NCSL, a uniform
election cycle naturally increases information available to voters. However, we went a step further
than counting on natural consequences and proactively direct the creation of voter education efforts
by the Secretary of State’s office, and SB171 also directs the SOS to make advance sample ballots
available online and through a downloadable app.

One of the big concerns from cities was the need for annual elections to allow for staggered terms
and/or 3-year terms. SB171 provides for annual elections for those cities that need them.

While hearing from election officials, another problem was uncovered. County clerks in the more
populated areas are finding it increasingly difficult to obtain polling locations. Because of this
discovery, a clause was added to require public schools to provide polling facilities if needed by
local election officials. In its current state, a clerk must request a facility 365 days in advance to
allow schools plenty of planning time.

The use of school facilities serves another purpose than just certainty for county clerks, and that is
to get school aged children into the routine of “election day” every November. Also along the
philosophy of fostering a culture of voting, the bill authorizes the increased use of 16 and 17 year

old poll workers.

NCSL testified that election timing bills have about half the success rate of being signed into law
than state legislation in general. Sarah Anzia, Ph. D. (author of Timing and Turnout), attributes this
to the pressure brought on by special interests that benefit from the status quo.

NCSL, Dr. Anzia, and the two panels testified that on-cycle elections are preferred by the masses.
Both panels expressed satisfaction with their system and stated their public loved their election
cycles. Both panels explicitly stated that the “drawbacks” we had identified weren’t viewed by them
as drawbacks. One panel asked, “What are you waiting for? Just do it. Your people will love it.”
This is in stark contrast to the gloom and doom predicted by the opponents.

In conclusion, SB171 was not thrown together on a whim. Tt is meant to be a multi-pronged strategy
to foster a culture of informed voters in the current and next generation. It was drafied after in-depth
study and makes an effort to address all legitimate concems. There may be “new” concerns surface
as the opposition desperately seeks to kill this bill. I ask the committee to use your minds and think
intelligently about contrived “reasons” that might be used to justify elections that “fly under the
radar.” I ask your support for SB171.
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