Vote Heip )

Date: March 10, 2016
Written Testifying in support of HB 22634

1 want to thank the chairman and the committee for allowing me to submit this testimony today.
I am Eric Steenstra, President of Vote Hemp. Vote Hemp, is the nation's leading hemp
grassroots advocacy organization working to revitalize industrial hemp production in the U.S.
according to Federal Law Our mission is to advocate for legislation and policies at the state and
federal level that allow American farmers to once again grow industrial hemp commercially. 1
am submitting this in support of HB2634. HB2634 would allow industrial hemp research and
pilot programs as authorized in the Federal Farm Bill of 2014.

Vote Hemp has a full time presence in Washington and works with members of Congress and
state legislators to educate and advocate for industrial hemp legislation. Vote Hemp has assisted
dozens of states to pass pro-hemp legislation over the past 16 years. Currently 27 states including
Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee allow hemp pilot programs or farming under state law.

You may hear from others about the amazing array of products that can be made from industrial
hemp or details about its long history in American agriculture dating back to the founding
fathers. What I would like to talk about today is the economic benefits and potential of hemp to
create jobs in farming and manufacturing.

American companies have been importing hemp raw materials and finished products already for
decades. Thousands of products made from hemp can be found at stores such as Costco, Target,
CVS and Whole Foods. The market has been growing each year. The Hemp Industries
Association estimates that retail sales of hemp products reached $620 million in 2014 and retail
sales tracking data from SPINS indicates that the sales of hemp food and body care products
grew by 21.2% to $200 million in 2014.

Hemp commerce is already having a positive economic benefit in this country. Wouldn’t it
make sense to allow that benefit to source their hemp from a Kansas farmer? HB2634 would
allow research and pilot programs so that a hemp industry could ultimately be developed in
Kansas, creating the business life-cycle of Industrial Hemp. Not just farming but processing,
manufacturing and production of Hemp based products. The market is already thriving in
Europe.

Kansas has a climate that is perfect for Industrial Hemp! Industrial Hemp is a sustainable crop
that will, when you pass HB2634, will create economic benefits as well as secure jobs, new
businesses and help current business be more environmental friendly. Please support the
passage of HB2634! Please feel free to contact me with any questions or visit our website at
VOTEHEMP.COM, for more information about Industrial Hemp!

Support HB2634 VoteHemp.Com
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NEW Industrial
Hemp Farming Act
cosponsers

H.R. 525 Bipartisan
Cosponsors

S. 134 Bipartisan
Cosponsors

House members

New Senate Cosponsors
Sen. Gardner (R-CQO), Sen. Daines (R-MT), Sen. Franken {0-MNj), Sen.
Bennet {D-CO), Sen. Tester (D-MT) & Sen. Baldwin {D-Wi)

New House Cosponsors

Rep. Titus (O-NV), Rep. Huffman (D-CA), Rep. Swalwel! {(D-CA), Rep.
Sanford (R-5C), Rep. Whitfield (R-KY), Rep. Benishek (R-MI}, Rep. Con-
nofly (D-VA)}, Rep. Perimutter (D-CO), Rep. Speier (D-CA), Rep. Walden
{R-OR}, Rep. Courtney {D-CT), Rep. Lowey (D-NY), Rep. Coffman
{R-CO), Rep. Ellmers (R-NC), Rep. Tipton (R-CO}, Rep. Davis {R-IL}, Rep.
Hurt (R-VA) & Rep. Scott (D-VA)

House Cosponsors
H.R. 525 introduced by Rep. Thomas Massie (R-KY)

- 40 Democratis
- 25 Republicans

Senate Cosponsors
5. 134 introduced by Sen. Ron Wyden {D- OR)
& Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

- 5 Democrats
- 4 Republicans
- T Independent

By way of the Massie hemp amendment te the
FY 16 CJS Appropriations Act, this is a benchmark
number of House members who support

hemp's progress in the next year.

support hemp
research
Hemp as an Agricultural Commodity CRS RL32725
Q Renée Johnson, Specialist In Agricultural Policy February 2, 2015
=2 Summary: Industrial hemp is an agricultural commodity that is cultivated for use in the

production of a wide range of products, including foods and beverages, cosmetics and per-
sonal care products, and nutritional supplements, as well as fabrics and textiles, yarns and

z.a 3 . spun fibers, paper, construction and insulation materials, and other manufactured goods.
i a &% Congressional Hemnp can be grown as a fiber, seed, or other dual-purpose crop. Some estimate that the

5 " Ressaich

global market for hemp consists of more than 25,000 products. Precise data are not avail-

Service e able on the size of the US. market for hemp-based producis, but current industry estimates
report annual sales at more than $580 miflicn annually.

www.votehemp.com



Hemp Amendments included in
FY2016 Omnibus Appropriations Bill

McConnell Amendment Massie Amendment to the
to Omnibus CJS Appropriations Act
SEC. 739, SEC. 541,

None of the funds made availabie by this Act or any other Act may be Nane of the funds made available under this Act may be used in

used—(1) irr contravention of section 7606 of the Agricultural Act of contravention of section 7606 ("Legitimacy of Industrial Hemp
2014 (7 U5.C. 5940}; or (2) to prohibit the transportation, processing, Research™ of the Agriculturat Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-79}
sale, or use of industrial hermp that is grown or cultivatad in accord- by the Department of Justice or the Drug Enforcement

ance with subsection section 7606 of the Agricultural Act of 2014, Administration,

within or outside the State in which the industrial hemp is
grown or cultivated.

esearch Clarification Letter
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Congreus of the laiiel Sates
Ukpairnpion, T 20513
November 20, 2015 o Pircetor Eric Younp states: “NIFA supponis rosedrch on the cullivition of indestsial hemp g on
cultivated hemy provided sich cultivation complies with Section 7666 fof the Agrievituml Act].”

l‘em ?filsank fane w s dack of ponisicacy, rescarchens re reiuctint to apply for federal funds because of 1he
Secretary - Targe amouns of time, eflon, nnd cost (at goes ine any gran application,
United Siates Depatiment of Agriculiure ¥ 8 ¥ arin npieion
1400 Independence Ave., 8.W. . To help provide nur constitivms with infinnation, we would appresiate answers 1o the following
Washingten, D.C. 20250 o quastions;
Dear Seeretary Vilsaek: - 1. Pes USIIA imerpret cursent krw s providing the npency with 1he authority 0 award

) | . . . . cxinting und conpetitive fedoral funds for the rexearch of indusiral incep?
As you know, industiial hemys research pilot proprams were suthorized uader the Apieultural Act Y 2 If the answer is ves, what sleps i5 LSOA taking w dissemingie it informution and work
of 2014 (P.L. 113-79) when cerluin conditions are mat, Twenty-six stales have laws entliorizing N with interested p.‘rrllu in the cumpatilive grant provess?
industriat hemp p:lu\ studies and/or pmducuun as minde Jepal hv the A;muhuni Actof P
2014, However, it is our und fing that hers participaiing i the § i hentp pilat - Wy : i i . in :

. e ook forward 1 L responsc ~ . Tha advance

praarams have reseived conflieing frams the ULS, ey of Agrculture (USDA) it 3||quiryd’ 0 capedicnt responscs 1 our guestions. Thank yeu in advance fae your zeview

on whether these progeams are ¢ligible For federal grant awards from existing USDA funds,
Thesefore, we are wiitlng to request that you clarify your apeney’s authority to aword {ederal 3
Tuuds to eligible industral hemp reszarch programs. i’ Sncorely.

Hentp s prized throughout the world for its array of industrial uses, Currantly, 30 countries grow

hemp and the U.S. alone imporied millions of dollars of hemp produsts last year. This presents & .

real oppenunity for farmers and rescarchers throughowt the United States. A 2014 report done by : i /‘My £

e Congressiunal Researeh Service dociments the growing markel for hemp products and its b o ' L

pofgnlinl 1o e an econemie driver for aur country. Dur universities and state departments of” . 4 Mich MeConnell  Ron Wyder - Jarda Palis \ )
:Eg‘:-]\::rl‘n:rr: ey to grow and cultivate this agriculral produet, oeeording o current federal (1.8, senatnr 1.8, Sennor - Mdber of Conpress Member b Cong

Hince the 1930s, your ageney hes supported rasearch on industrial uscr of commodides. The ‘L

Critleal Agricahiral Malerials Act ol 1984 and varions funding bills have supported funding for g

the reseerch ond develnpmient of allernative erops T stale laboratorics and at your f.ﬁm‘i M 2S00
ugoncy. Furthermore, the Apricultural Research, Extension and ‘Tenshing Policy Act of 1577 . s

(NARETPA; 7 L1.8.C. §33]9d(e)) muhorizes the USIA 10 mward compatitive grams for the Frme e
development of new commerial products decivid from aawral plant material for indusiriad,
medical, and ngricultural applicativns,

ken
Har

Bond (o

I appears thar BSDA has the anthorily to asward petitive grams for the develop of
industrinl hemip, Meverthekess, it scems Ihe USDA has provided eonflicting formation e R‘"_"‘ Paal
rearding whetiver the ngeney is willing o excreise its authority lo award existing federal grant | LS Lnumr L1, Senator
dullary for the research of tndustrial henp. 1 s our understanding 1 some secking clarity Trom ’ (
the LSDA on this sue bave been wld by USIDA officials "it is not worlls i to zpply," whilc on
rhe other Fand, we internal USDA memo dated Decensher 23, 2014 seems te indicate that e f 4}
USDA i suppotlive of industriat Temp rescorch and therefare migg be willing 1o sward finds foc m %W{A w,é.. m?
1lml purpose. The meme from Mationa] Institute of Foad and Agriculiure (NIFA) Direetor Soany s -
¥ 10 Southern Assogiation of Agriculure Experiment Siation Directars Exeertive Eamar Adecder Mark R, Warier
113, Senutor 118, Seniriur

!\ Han)|

Complete list of Signatories: Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR), Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN),
Sen. Michael Bennet (D-CO), Sen. Steve Daines (R-MT), Sen. Al Franken (B-MN), Sen. Cory Gardner (R-CO},

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand {D-NY), Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR), Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY), Sen. Brian Schatz {D-HI),

Sen. Mark Warner {D-VA), and Reps. Jard Polis (D-CG}, Thomas Massie (R-KY}, Andy Barr (R-KY), Rod Blum {R-1A),
Earl Blumenauer (D-OR), Suzanne Bonamici {D-OR), Steve Cohen (D-TN), Kevin Cramer (R-ND), Rodney Davis {(R-L},
Peter DeFazio (D-OR), Diana DeGette (D-CO), Suzan DelBene (D-WA), Sam Farr (D-CA), Morgan Griffith (R-VA),

Radl Grijalva (D-AZ), Brett Guthrie (R-KY}, Barbara Lee (D-CA), Ted Lieu {D-CA), Tom McClintock (R-CA),

Eleanor Holmes Norton (B-DC), Beto O’Rourke (D-TX), Ed Perimutter (D-CO), Cheliie Pingree (D-ME),

Mark Pocan (D-W1), Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA), Tim Ryan (D-CH), Kurt Schrader (D-OR), Marlin Stutzman {R-iN),

Eric Swalwell (D-CA), Mark Takai {D-Hl), Chris Van Hollen {D-MD), Peter Weich (D-VT), Ed Whitfteld {(R-KY),

John Yarmuth (D-KY), and Ryan Zinke (R-MT).




Increased Support in Congress
for Industrial Hemp

The 2614 Farm Bill included Sec. ?’606 The
uegirm--zz ¢y of ] =1"’;;5‘“uf femp Research, ,,ei?m,
industrial hu*np and allowing & for licensed ;piioz
programs; now underway in nine (9} states. Since then,
Congress has doubled-down W;Lh strong bipartisan
su?poi i for industrial anemg farming in the US.,
passing FY 16 CJS appropriations amendments 285-
132 and 282-146 in the House and by a voice vote in
the Senate f‘nm"eprlaubm Cominittee to stop the DEA
and Dept. of Justice from using funds in the
contravention of Sec. 7606 henip programs.
beﬂ, McConnell (R-KY) added iaﬂgdage o FY 16
Ormndbus Aypropndtmub bill which expands protec-
tion for transportation, processing, sale and use of
mf*m; produced in legal hemp states in aword&nﬁ. with
sec. 7606, McCenoells languoge was inchuded in the
i Y 16 Granibus Appr 'mraatzrms bill, which Jaa:,éc‘ ol
E2722/15 mr‘ *>m§hn*ra he use of funds by any agency
.mw_c: the DEA in contravention of Sec., zma

Since the pases we Legitimacy of {ndustrivf Femp
Rescarch in the Farm im;, MaAnY new states have b rassed
hemp legisiation, Butl Decause of curren iad eral ldws)

these states must operate in a | eg; e
tainty, where importing viable hemp se
risk of interfecence from the 13;*15 Eato
intstration {DEAY & US. Customs.
'EA seized over 280 pounds Gf hiemp se
i E.KEH";"JCE{ Depariment of Agri

wm, such as the pas

YV oarsa

: Ad—
P, ihe

nd business-
rging industry

States that grew hernp in 2015

States enacted hemp legislation
in accordance with Sec. 7606

@B States expected to introduce
hemp legislation in 2016

“Ihis infarnmtion is current as of faniry 2066

2015 Crop Repeort

Colorade - State Licensed & Academic Research
164 Registrants

3,657 acres approved

2,300 acres harvested { Lestmﬂare by CO Dept. of Ag)
576,980 st. of licensed indoor aultivation

{some was replanted outdoors)

Participating Universities: Coloradeo State University

Hawaii - Academic Research Only
Participating Universities: University of Hawaii

Kentuclcy - Pilot Programs & Academic Research ~
137 Registrants

1,742 acres approved

922.3] acres planted

Participating Universities: University of Kentucky, Murray
State, Bastern Kentucky University, Western Kentucky
University, St. Catharine’s College, University of Pikeville

Indiana - Academic Research Gnly
4 acres a}l—)pr?ﬂ-'ecl

< acres puanied i
Farticipating Universities: Purdue

Oregon - State Licensed & Academic Research
11 Registrants
30 acres or Jess planted

Participating Universities: Oregon Stale University

Tennessee - Pilot Programs & Academic Research

41 Registrants

1,400 acres approved

7} acres planted

Pariicipating Universitics: Middle Tennessee State University,

i
Univer: sm'.:ﬂ nnesses

Yermont - State Registration & Academic Research
22 Hegistrants
20 acrey approved

Participating Universities: U

Vermaont




ALASKA
SB8
Introduced:
Summary:
Status:

ARIZONA
SB 1225
Imtroduced:
Summary:
Status:

CALIFORNIA

State Hen

HEMP LEGISLATION IN 2815
1/21/15 by Sen. Eliis

In accordance with Sec. 7806
Judictary Committee

HEMP LEGISLATION IN 2013
1/27/15 by Sen. Pancrazi

Creates study committee
Passed Senate 3/5/15

HEMP RESEARCH IS LEGAL

COLORADRO

HEMP RESEARCH &
PILOT PROGRAM I5 LEGAL

CONNECTICUT HEMP STUDY ISLEGAL

HR 5780
Introduced
Summary:
Status:

DELAWARE

FiORIDA
SB 554
Introduced:
Summary:

5B 1508 | HB 1257

Introduced:
Summary:

GEORGIA -
HB704
Introduced:
Summary:

S

1/12/15 by Rep. Ziobron & Rep. Carter
In accordance with Sec. 7606

Governor signed 7/2/13

HEWMP RESEARCH &
PILOT PROGRAM ISIEGAL

HEMP LEGISLATION PENDING
1023715 by Sen. Clemens

In accordance with Sec. 7606

1/8/16 by Sen. Montford & Rep, Dudley
Authorizes FAMU to develop
Hemp Research Compliance Program & Rulemaking

BEMP LEGISLATION PENDING

4/2/15 by Rep. Pezold
In accordance with Sec. 7606

Info as of 1/206/2016

egislation

HAWALN
HB 508 SD2
Introduced:
Summary:

ILLINOIS

HEMP RESEARCH Y8 LEGAL
1/26/15 by Rep. Onishi

In accordance with Sec. 7506

HEMP RESEARCH &
PILOT PROGRAM ISLEGAL

INDIANA
HB 1181
Introduced:
Summary:

Status:

1OWA

55B 1260
Introduced:
Surnmary:
Status:

ITF 470
Introduced:;
Summary:
Status:

HEMP RESEARCH IS LEGAL

1/12/15 by Rep. Lehe
Refines policies & creates study
comunittee for hemp extract.

Governor signed 5/4/15
HEMP LEGISLATION IV 2015

3/4/15 by Sen. Seng
tudy legislation
No Action

3/4/15 by Rep. Forbes
Hemp production
Ng Action

www.voiehemp.com



KANSAS
Nota:

KENTUCKY

VIAINE
L4
Introduced:
Summary:

Status:

MARYLAND

HEB 803
Introduced:
Summary:
Status:

MICHIGAN

6

HEMP LEGISLATION PENDING
Rep. Dove expected to introduce bill

HEMP RESEARCH &
PILOT PROGRAM IS LEGAL

HEMP RESEARCH IS LEGAL

1/7/15 by Rep. Sanderson
Amends MRSA §2231t0
promote industrial hemp
Senate overrides Governor’s

veto 6/16/15. Became Law 6/16/15

HEMP ISILLEGAY UNTIL
INDUSTRIAL HEMP BEARMING ACT
PASSES

213715
Hemp production

Governor signed 5/12(153
HEMP RESEARCH ISLEGAL

MINNESOTA

HEMP RESEARCH &
PILOT PROGRAM IS LEGAL

Ommuibus Agriculture, Environment
& Natural Resources Appropriations Bill

introduced:

Summary:
Status:

HF 14
Introduced:
Summary:
Status:

MISSCUR]
HJR 57
Introduced:
Summary:

HB 2038
Introduced:
Summary:

FMONTARNA

NEBRASKA

NEVADA

§B 305
Introduced:
Summary:
Status:

NEW HAMPSHIRE

6/12/15 by Sen. Tomassoni;
Representatives McNamara, Hamilton
and Davids

In accordance with Sec. 7606

Governor signed §/13/15

6/12/15 by Rep. Hamilton
Amends for policy & changes
Introduced for 2016

HEMP RESEARCH IS LEGAL

[2/1/15 by Rep. Ellington

Constitutional Amendment to enact hemp legislation
regarding the cultivation, processing & sale of
industrial hemp by 7/1/19

1/7/16 by Rep. Curtman
Allows Dept. of Ag to license hemp growers
& criminalizes unlicensed hemp growers

HEMP RESEARCH &
PILOT PROGRAM IS LEGAL

HEMP RESEARCH &
PILOT PROGRAM IS LEGAL
HEMP RESEARCH &
PILOT PROGRAM [S LEGAL

3/16/15 by Segerblom
In accordance with Sec. 7606

Goverpor signed 6/4/15

HEMP STUDY IS LEGAL

NEW JERSEY HEMP LEGISLATION PENDING

Note: Assemblyman Gusciora expected to
introduce hemp bill.

NEW MEXICO  HEMP LEGISLATION PENDING

SB 3| HB 148

Introduced: 12/15/15 by Sen. McSorley & Rep. Gotez

Sumrmary: Authorizes hemp research within
the scope of the Farm Bill

MEW YORK HEMP RESEARCH IS LEGAL

A 8334

Introduced: 1/6/16 by Rep. Lupardo

Summary: Amends law to allow for hemp cultivation
to be within the scope of the Farm Bill

NORTH CARCLINA HEMP RESEARCH &

PILOT PROGRAM IS LEGAL

SB 313

Introduced: 3/17/15 by Senators Bingham; Hise & Waddell

Summary: Creates Hemp Commission to establish &
oversee a growers licensing program, which
must be funded & also decriminalizes the
production and use of industrial hemp upon the
completion of rulemaking by the Board of Ag.

Status: Became law without signatuire 10/31/15

www.yotehemp.com



NORTH DAKOTA HEMP RESFARCH & TEXAS HEMP LEGISLATION IN 2015

PILOT PROGRAM IS LEGAL HB 557
SB 2145 Introduced: 12719114 by Rep. Farias
Introduced: 1/8/15 by Senator’s Davison; Luick; Summary: Allows academic institutions to
Oban & Poolman participate in accordance with
Summary: Background check for Hicensing Sec. 7606
Status: Governor signed 4/1/15 Status: Place on General Calendar - No Action
OREGON HEMP RESEARCH & UTAH HEMP RESEARCH &
PILOT PROGRAM IS LEGAL PILOT PROGRAM IS LEGAL
PENNSYLVANIA HEMP LEGISLATION PENDING VERMONT HEMP RESEARCH &
SR 50 PILOT PROGRAM I8 LEGAL
Introduced: 2/12/15 by Sen. Schwank &
Sen. Folmer YIRGINIA HEMP RESEARCH IS LEGAL
Summary: Est. a board te act in accordance HB 1277
with SEC 7606 Iotroduced: 7/21/14 by Del, Yost
Status: Referred to Appropriations Sumynary: Academic pilot program
Status: Governor signed 3/17/15
RHODE ISLAND HEMP LEGISLATION IN 2015
HB 6177 | SB990 HB 699
Introduced: 5/7/15 by Rep. Keable & Introduced: 1/11/16 by Bep. Patron & Rep. Pogge
Sosnowski Summary: Authorizes hemp research within the
Summary: Provides a definition for “CBD-Rich scope of the Farm Bl
Hemp Oil” to legalize cannabidol
' and industrial hemp WASHINGTON HEMP LEGISLATION
Status: Passed House 6/18/15 PENDING
5B 6206
SOUTH CAROGLINA HEMP RESEARCH & Introduced: 1712/16 by Sen. Hasegawa
PILOT PROGRAM IS LEGAL Summary: Designates Washington State University
H 4340 as the research institution authorized to
Introduced: 6/4/15 by Rep. Flome & Rep. King conduct & ful feasibility study
Summary: Amends Chp. 55, Title 46
Status: Referred to Medical, Military, Public S8 5012
& Nlunicjpal Affairs commiitee Introduced: 12/15/14 b}’ Sen. Hatfield &
Sen. Honeyfield
SOUTH DAKOTA HEMP LEGISLATION Summary: Authorizes the growing of
PENDING industrial hemp in the state by
HB 1054 adding to Title 13 RCW 63.50.204
Introduced: 1715/16 by Rep. Verchio Status: By resolution, reintroduced &
Sunmumary: Authorizes the production & sale of hemp retzined in present status, 6/28/15
Status: Passed House Ag & Natural Resources Committee
WEST VIRGINIA HEMP RESEARCH &
TENNESSEE HEMP RESEARCH & FILOT PROGRAM IS LEGAL
PILOT PROGRAM IS EEGAL
SB 1611 WISCONSIN HEMP LEGISLATION IN 2015
Introduced: 1/13/16 by Sen. Niceley AB 215
Summary: Designates that the Dept. of Ag liccnse processing Introduced: 5/14/15 by Rep. Cosdinine
facilities & any state 4-year university/college to Summary: In accordance with Sec. 7606
develop foundation hemp seed for Status: Referred to State Affairs &
Federal Seed Act Certification Government Operations Committee

www.votehemp.com 7
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