_ March 12, 2015

: -Rep. Mark Hutton
' Ghairman, House Commerge, Labor and Economic Development Commlttee
sas State Capttol

RE: HB 2__237

Dear Rep, Hutton:

Daily Courl=:’ Both newspapnre publish pubhc notices on behalf of several cities
and taxing entities in Cowley County and our coverage ared.

We are opposeci 16 House Bill 2237, which would allow local government antities
to publish nofices to 2 website instead of a newspaper.

We question the availability of the infernet for many of our citizens who have
been and are still loyal newspaper reade"s

What abott all those citizens — many older and lower income residents — who
do not have easy access fo the Internet? And what about those who choose not
use computers or other electronic devices 1o find their news and information? In
rural and semi-rural areas like ours, this potent;a!iy leaves out a big chunk of the
popuiation.

Posting notices only on g relatively obscure gove Arient website would limit
convenient access for many pebple to important infortfiation about what local
governmenis are Up to.

It also seems to let governments off the hook by allowing ther to passwely post
important, factual information, instead of proaciively pub]:shmg
newspaper of general circulation that would bring more attention to .the general
publlc

ies and other entities would take the cheapest and most
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