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Chairwoman Pilcher-Cook and committee,

Good aftemoon
I am Kathy Ostrowski, legislative director for Kansans for Life, here today to support HB 2253,
the 2013 Pro-Life Protections Act, which passed the House 92-31.

HB 2253 does NOT add any new abortion definitions or restrictions on access. It is not a
“stealth” personhood bill. The bill includes: :

A. the ‘no-taxpayer funding for abortion’ sections of HB 2598, last year’s Pro-Life
Protections Act;

codification of the KDHE Woman’s Right to Know materials, also part of HB 2598;
technical clean up, importing existing language into relevant statutes, also in HB 2598 ;

the Life Begins at Fertilization declaration (section 2) filed last year as HB 2579; and

m o 0o W

the federal Brownback Kennedy law (section 9) that offers improved support for children
diagnosed pre- and post-natally with disabilities.

A. Tax-funding for abortion and abortion training are eliminated, including itemization of
abortion and abortion “riders” as healthcare deductions. Businesses that provide abortion are also
denied tax breaks. Attachment A provides evidence of public support for such actions.

B. Since 1997, KDHE has authored the Woman’s Right to Know (WRTK) materials that would
pass the legal standard for what a pregnant woman (including a minor) should know before
obtaining an abortion. The gestational development section comes from a neutral source—the
Endowment for Human Development, whose materials on this t0p1c are distributed by National
Geographic.

HB 2253 does not requlre any physician to “say” anything. (Read more at length about this in
Attachment B.)

Nothing in the abortion protocol requires the provider to review or discuss what KDHE publishes
online or on paper; the woman seeking abortion merely has to sign a paper that she has
“accessed” the WRTK materials 24 hours prior to the abortion. The abortion provider can even
post signs in the clinic challenging/denying anything in the materials—one KCK abortion clinic
has mocked the materials for many years on its website.
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HB 2253 commits KDHE’s WRTK materials to statute, and adds the words underlined to the
1997 instruction because KDHE independently has decided the topics of pre-term birth and
breast cancer are part of what in legal terminology is ‘what a reasonable patient would find
relevant’. :

The material shall also contain objective information describing the methods of abortion procedures
commonly employed, the medical risks commonly associated with each such procedure, including risk of

. premature birth in future pregnancies, risk of breast cancer, risks to the woman's reproductive health and the'
medical risks associated with carrying an unborn child to terin.

This is how the WRTK booklet and online content currently reads:
Future Childbearing:

Some complications associated with an abortion, such as infection or a cut or torn
cervix, may make it difficuit or impossible to become pregnant in the future or
carry a pregnancy to term. The 2007 Institute of Medicine report Preterm Birth:
Causes, Consequences, and Prevention lists a prior first trimester induced abortion
as an immutable medical risk factor associated with preterm birth. A 2009 analysis
of international studies concluded prior induced abortions are associated with a
significantly increased risk of low birth weight and preterm births, and that the risk
increased as the number of previous induced abortions increased. Preterm babies,
who have higher risk of death, also have the highest risk for lasting disabilities,
such as cerebral palsy, mental retardation, and visual and hearing impairment.

Breast Cancer: Your chances of getting breast cancer are affected by your
pregnancy history. If you have carried a pregnancy to term as a young woman, you
may be less likely to get breast cancer in the future. However, your risk is not
reduced if your pregnancy is ended by an abortion. There are also studies that have
found an increased risk of breast cancer after induced abortion, but other studies
have found no risk. A 2003 National Cancer Institute panel reviewing studies at
that time concluded there was no increased risk; however, study and review of the

. relationship continue. NCI recognizes research that shows pregnancy and
breastfeeding both reduce a woman’s lifetime cumulative exposure to hormones
that otherwise might increase her risk of breast cancer. Pregnancy and
breastfeeding also cause breast cells to mature in order to produce milk, and some
researchers hypothesize those cells are more resistant to cancer. Women who have
a family history of breast cancer or who have clinical findings of breast disease
should seek medical advice from their physician.

As medically reliable information develops, KDHE is required to adapt the information it
promulgates. If it were to turn out there is no risk, KDHE will say so. But the topic is relevant
and must be covered. (For more details on the abortion link to breast cancer, see attachment C.)

Of note, the testimony against HB 2253 from Planned Parenthood in Overland Park included a
national PP fact sheet that includes language nearly identical to that which KDHE uses:

KDHE

“Your chances of getting breast cancer are affected by your pregnancy history. If you have carried a pregnancy
1o term as a young woman, you nuy be less likely to get breust cancer in the future. However, your risk is not
reduced if your pregnancy is ended by an abortion.”

PP

“reproductive fuctors have been associuted with risk for the disease since the seventeenth century...it is known
that having a full-term pregnancy early in a woman’s childbearing years Is protective against breast cancer.”




C. Definitions of medical emergency and bodily harm as limited to “physical” are part of the
2011 Pain-Capable law and should have been imported to the older late-term statute. This is
accomplished in HB 2253.

D. The “Life begins at Fertilization” declaration does not challenge Roe, as it is the “Missouri
preamble” language approved by the U.S. Supreme Court in the 1989 Webster ruling. Although,
under Roe, abortion is legal, the Webster Court said that it “implies no limitation on a State's
authority to make a value judgment favoring childbirth over abortion” and enforcing the
protectable interests of the unborn child and its parents, particularly in tort law.

E. The shock of certain prenatal diagnoses can too often drive a mother to agree to seek abortion,
especially when ObGyns are themselves not well informed about the condition and available
services. Providing more information about specialized medical services and community support
allows a more fully informed decision to be made by families coping with medically challenging
diagnoses. HB 2253 includes additional instruction to KDHE to co-ordinate and promulgate
these sources of support and access points.

In conclusion, we ask this committee to pass out favorably HB 2253. Thank you, I stand for
questions.




20 of 24 Studies Agree:
Public-Funding Restrictions Reduce Abortions
By Michael J. New July 16,2009 12:00 P.M.

http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/184578/20-24-studies-agree-
new

ublic-funding-restrictions-reduce-abortions/michael-j-

The Guttmacher Institute recently released a literature review about the effects of restrictions on Medicaid
funding for abortion. [SEE HIGHLIGHTS BELOW] Qverall, the results indicate that there is a very strong
consensus among both public-health researchers and economists that public funding restrictions lower
abortion rates. The Guttmacher literature review contains citations to 20 academic studies documenting this.
These studies analyze data from a range of sources including surveys and aggregate data from the federal, state,
and local level. Conversely, Guttmacher identifies only about four studies which show that the effects of public-
funding restrlctlons are inconclusive.

The evidence presented about the effectiveness of public funding restrictions is very persuasive. A 1999 study
by Cook et al. analyzed North Carolina’s provisions for public funding of abortions. North Carolina is unique
because instead of funding abortions for low-income women through Medicaid, they did so through a separate
state fund which periodically ran out of money. When funds were unavailable, the authors found a
consistent increase in the birth rate and a decrease in the abortion rate. Furthermore, these trends were
more pronounced among blacks. Another Guttmacher study found that the abortion rate among Medicaid
recipients was more than twice as high in those states that publicly funded abortion through Medicaid.

Excerpt: June’09 Guttmacher (pro-abortion) report (discussed above)

* The Hyde Amendment bans the use of federal Medicaid funds for abortions except in cases
of life endangerment, rape or incest. In addition, as of 2008, 32 states and the District of
Columbia had prohibited the use of their state Medicaid funds for abortions except in the
limited cases allowed under the Amendment.

* Aliterature search identified 38 studies of the impact of these laws on a range of outcomes.

* Approximately one-fourth of women who would have Medicaid-funded abortions instead glve
birth when this funding is unavailable.

+ Medicaid restrictions lead to a reduction in the proportlon of teenage pregnancies that end in
abortion, but the long-term effect on the birthrate is less clear.

* Such restrictions appear to delay some women having abortions by 2-3 weeks and Medicaid-
eligible women having first-trimester abortions by a few days on average; the net impact on
second-trimester procedures is unclear.

* Studies have found little evidence that lack of Medicaid funding has resulted in illegal
abortions, although one death was directly related to the restrictions and two were
indirectly related.

* Studies of the impact of Medicaid restrictions on other outcomes—sexual behavior, prema-
turity, low birth weight, fatal injuries to children, late or no prenatal care, suicide and number
of abortion providers—suffer from methodological limitations and are inconclusive, although
there is some evidence of adverse effects on child health.

Attachment A
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Ka“sa“s 'or l“e HB 2253: Pro-Life

Protections Act.

KFL rebuttals to Planned Parenthood alarmist claims

Planned Parenthood regularly misrepresents pro-life bills. In a national email appeal (after the 2012
version passed the House), Planned Parenthood president Cecile Richards mischaracterized this bill
as “outrageous attacks on women'’s health [that] will spread to state after state.” She goes on,
“Kansas state lawmakers are set to force doctors to lie to women about abortion...” In fact,

the Pro-Life Protections Act, HB 2253, forces no doctor to deceive women. :

1. Will doctors really be “forced to lie” by this bill? Cenfication of
Yoluntary and Informted Consent
* The Kansas-Medical Socnety takes no position on abortion, but it watches  Abortion Instructions and
every legislative proposal. Be assured that if any of its members were being Informed Consent Foru
forced to do anything, it would have stood up against it. Yet it has been

silent about this bill, despite months of internet agitation by abortion
supporters.

Kansas

The Pro-Life Protections Act codifies existing medical info; it does not
mandate abortionists “tell” women anything, period.

2. What does the bill in fact do, then?

Section 10 of the bill puts into statute the KDHE health informational materials (both print and online
at www.womansrighttoknow.org) that women must have access to, 24 hours before they obtain a
Kansas abortion. Women are not forced to read the materials, but it has been the law since 1997
that they sign a form confirming that they had access to them. This includes (since 2007) access to
a website with high quality sonography about the developing child. The bill reproduces the
information that is included in these resources.

3. What about the doctor-patient relationship?

Planned Parenthood’s email insists: “Even if the woman seeking abortion is a victim of rape or
incest, her doctor will lie to her about her risk of breast cancer on the orders of Kansas lawmakers.”

In truth, Kansas lawmakers are not “invading” the doctor-patient relationship. Abortion-seeking
women did not regularly (if ever) receive medical information relevant to their condition prior to laws
requiring minimum informed consent. Court rulings about abortion issued since Roe always uphold
the state’s right to oversight of medical providers.

Women entering abortion facilities do not forfeit their right to state protection from misuse of the
medical arts. Abortion is most commonly obtained from a practitioner whom the woman finds in the
yellow pages or online. In the huge majority of cases, there is hardly a “trusted relationship” with that
practitioner—either before or after the abortion.

Politicians are not “intervening” in the abortion consultation, and are noft telling health agencies how
to assess risk. A woman who is already pregnant has a legal right to all
information that a reasonable patient would find relevant. Attachment B




4. Why is the KDHE information important?

For 16 years, the Kansas state health department (KDHE) has recognized the relationship between
reproductive events and breast cancer, and has given a modest “heads up” about a connection in a
section that makes up about 2% of the total content in the informational brochure.

The warning in the KDHE materials is not “in dispute.” It has been promoted for over 60 years by the
World Health Organization.

An already-pregnhant woman must be informed her first full-term
delivery statistically affords a lifetime of increased protection from
breast cancer risk—oprotection denied by ending the pregnancy.

Even without the bill’s specific statutory command to include the topics of breast cancer and future
pre-term birth, KDHE researchers knew that they had to admit the biological tie between those
outcomes and abortion. If there’s no connection, the agency is free to say so.

Since 1997, when the state informed-consent law was enacted, no woman seeking a Kansas
abortion has been required to review the state materials with anyone at the clinic. The abortionist is
free to disagree with the materials, even mock them—as the Aid for Women clinic has done on lts
website for years (see, for example, the KFL blog entry of June 24, 2011).

Desplte the dishonesty of USA government health authorities, breast
cancer’s link to abortion will eventually be acknowledged-- like
smoking’s long-suppressed link to lung cancer. And though most
people who smoke don’t get cancer, we are waging a public health
campaign against smoking. Most women who get breast cancer did
not have abortions and most women who get abortions will not
contract breast cancer, but the overall 30 to 50 percent increased
statistical risk is real.

Despite abortion sloganeering, the bill does not dictate “that abortion causes breast cancer.” What is
sending the abortion industry into orbit is that the Pro-Life Protections Act adds 12 words (underlined
in the following text) to the open-ended instruction on subjects needing objective relevant
information:

“The material shall also contain objective information describing the methods of abortion
procedures commonly employed, the medical risks commonly associated with each such
procedure,_including risk of premature birth in future pregnancies, risk of breast cancer, risks
to the woman’s reproductive health and the medical risks associated with carrying an unborn
child to term.”

Any selections of the KDHE materials that are being codified into statute were devised by the KDHE,
which has to muddle through the politically correct federal health bureaucracy. ‘

For example, the National Cancer Institute is schizophrenic on this topic, even after an NCI division
head published that abortion raises breast cancer risk: http://www.lifenews.com/2009/01/01/nat-
5850/. The undisputed biology of women’s health is that a first full-term delivery statistically affords
the best protection against breast cancer. The NCI admits that first full-term delivery is protective:
http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/factsheet/Risk/reproductive-history,* while on the same page it
absurdly denies that abortion (which prevents delivery) is linked to breast cancert

*this page has been removed from web
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