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MIRROR INC. OF NEWTON &
South Central Kansas Regional
Prevention Center

Box 711 - 130 E. 5"

Newton, KS 67114

(316) 283-6743

Mirror of Newton Residential:
{316)283-7829

Wichita/Sedgwick Regional
Prevention Center

357 S. Lulu

Wichita, KS 67211
(316)262-2421

Mirror of Shawnee
6221 Richards Drive
Shawnee, KS 66216
(913)248-1943

Mirror of Inpd\l
2201 S.E. 25"
Topeka, KS 666035
(785) 267-0561

Mirror of Wichita (Toben)
3820 N. Toben St.
Wichita, KS 67226

(316) 634-3954

TPATIENT TREATMENT SERVICES (only)
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Mirror of Anthony
(620) 213-1352

Mirror of Atchison
(913) 367-4941

Mirror of Hiawatha
(783) 742-7551 Ext. 106

Mirror of Hutchinson
(620) 665-7750

Mirror of Independence
(620) 331-4854

Mirror of Medicine Lodge
(620} 213-1352

Mirror of Pittsburg
(620) 232-9550 Ext.206

Mirror of Wellinglon
(620) 326-8822

Mirror of Wichita (Pattie)
(316) 264-5999

Mirror of Wyandotie Co.
(913) 371-9668

For address information on OP
Offices see Mirror Inc. website:
www.mirrorine.ory or call:
(316)283-6743.

Mirror, Inc.

Safe, Healthy People in Strong Communities

Senate Public Health and Welfare
Committee
Testimony in Opposition to Senate Bill 217

March 7, 2013
Chairwoman Pilcher-Cook and Members of the Committee:

Good morning. I am Cynthia Breitenbach, Vice-President of
Treatment Services at Mirror Inc. I have practiced as an
addictions counselor and administrator for the past thirty-five

years and currently am a Licensed Clinical Addictions
Counselor.

Mirror, Inc. currently employs 35-40 licensed addictions
counselors at 16 locations across the state of Kansas. These
clinicians all fall under my supervision. Many of our
counselors are also social workers who we require to seek
additional licensure and training before expanding their scope
of practice to include substance abuse treatment.

e Our experience is not that Kansas needs to undo our
current licensure standard as proposed in SB217 in order
to meet a perceived ‘unmet’ need for access to services.

¢ Substance abuse disorder treatment (SUD) is a highly
specialized field. We and our staff have invested a great
deal of time and money in order to acquire the extensive
training and work experience necessary to practice.
Changing these licensure regulations barely two years
after their establishment is wasteful, unwise and
eliminates the competitive advantage of our business
investment.

* Mirror, Inc. also specializes in providing SUD treatment
in the criminal justice field. Providing services to this
population is a matter of public safety and requires an
even greater level of specialization, not less as SB217
proposes.
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e As demonstrated under the licensure application for Addictions
Counselors, we continue to believe that the current licensing process not
that proposed under SB217 assures the greatest level of consumer
protection.

e The current addiction counselor licensure does not preclude the social
worker from practicing in the addiction field. They just need to acquire
specialized training in substance use disorders and to pass a test. This
specialization requirement is not unlike that of other healthcare-related
professions.

I appreciate the opportunity to appear before you today and would appreciate your
support in opposing SB217. I would be glad to stand for questions at the
appropriate time.

Respectfully,

Cynthia Breitenbach
Vice President of Treatment Services
Mirror Inc.



