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My name is Scott Day and I am testifying today as a concerned citizen and former public
educator on the unlimited access to technology that our schools & libraries provide and I
am here as a proponent for SB 104. I live outside of Ozawkie, KS and am a patron of that
school district. I am a co-owner of Day Insurance Solutions, LLC, a health insurance
agency in Topeka, KS. I also serve as a Commissioner on the KS State Employees Health
Care Commission and as State Treasurer of the KS Association of Health Underwriters.

Introduction:

T am concerned about the current status of our educational system’s use of technology
and the internet and the negative effects that technology without proper monitoring and
supervision can have on our students. This bill, SB 104, has the potential to require
schools and libraries to set up proper internet monitoring programs and to limit the access
of students to inappropriate pornographic and social media sites in Kansas. Both of these
items would be desirable results for our youth in Kansas.

SB 104 seeks to require school districts and public libraries to implement technology
protection measures that restrict access to obscene, inappropriate and visual depictions
online.

Technology has such great educational potential...so what’s the problem?

The problem is that the technology is so advanced...and our youth are so adept at utilizing the
technology...and our educators and public librarians are too naive, uneducated, and under
motivated to prevent abuses. I have learned the hard way...if you are going to provide access to
technology...you have to put in full time monitoring programs to try to prevent abuses. And the
teachers have to be checking the computers and IPads ALL THE TIME...and they don’t do
that...it’s impossible to monitor technology and teach a class.

Most schools and libraries block porn sites...so why the extra restrictions?

I am writing of the Day family’s personal experience with schools and technology. We adopted
a special needs 13 year old girl last year. But this wasn’t an ordinary adoption...we adopted her
from another family that lives in the same school district that we reside in...so there was not a
change in schools! Our daughter has had a history of technology troubles within the school
district in the 6" and 7" grades BEFORE we adopted her. Use of school computers and use of



“friends” cell phones. There had been much communication between the previous family and
the school. I don’t know further details so I won’t elaborate on the previous family.

But the school district with its technology and lack of supervision on its “public” computers
has been a huge challenge for us. And the problem isn’t just pornographic web sites...it’s the
social media sites. Our school district does not restrict social media sites like Facebook (FB).
AND they don’t monitor use of “smart” cell phones in school.

I recently discovered that our daughter had created a FB account while in the 8" grade on
school computers...even though we forbade her from creating such accounts. She had the
account for 7 months before I discovered it. Our daughter was struggling in school and she
asked if she could get help in the after school tutoring program. We later found out she was
going in for 10 to 15 minutes of tutoring...then she was getting on FB and she was basically
“sexting” through FB. We had asked about the after school tutoring and were assured that there
was no unsupervised access to computers...guess they were wrong.

Once I was in her FB account...it made me sick. I found she had been communicating through
private messaging with...in my opinion...a sexual predator from Oregon...a gang member from
KC...enlisted military personnel from Fort Riley...and average teenage boys and classmates.
And many of the communications would soon become sexual in nature...reading like a poorly
written romance (pornographic) novel. I called all the parents of the students I knew were
under aged and I could locate a phone number for.

We also discovered that our daughter would often go to school and borrow a friends “smart”
phone (we took her text only phone away previously) and could access FB through the phone.
Later...I would enter my daughter’s FB account...and I could see her classmates posting all
day...taking pictures in classes...communicating with others all day long...through their phones.

The Schools Response

Since I knew this was a district wide problem...I took transcripts of the sexting conversations to
the Superintendent of Schools...since several included male students of the district. I told him
my intentions...] wanted the social media sites blocked from student access. He had
concerns...some teachers use FB to communicate with their students and FB isn’t all bad. He
would meet with his technology committee to discuss...and would let me know what they

thought. And he never called me back.

I would call and I would not get a return call. I had to stop at the district office to get a second
meeting scheduled with the Superintendent. I had a second meeting and he was going to report
back to me the Technology Committees report...no report back. They don’t want to address the
concerns and they are hoping I am going to go away. But I am not going away...I am giving SB
104 my attention...and I am attending the next school board meeting!

The school could not prevent my daughter from accessing FB, email, texting, or anything. The
technology was unstoppable...soc we pulled her from physical school and enrolled her in an
online school. She works at a computer in our office that I can see the screen 100% of the time.



AND...in January 2013...the school issued to all High School students...a brand new IPad! It
took our daughter exactly two days to figure out how to send a message to a boy’s cell

phone...and she did this right in front of us...she could type a message in about 10
seconds...hide the application...and appear to be working on school work when we would look
at what she was doing...we were VERY lucky to catch her...most parents won’t catch their
kids. The IPad is in our possession and her access to it is very limited...she must be sitting

beside one of us.

Recommendations:

I support the enactment of SB 104 for several reasons: 1) Schools are rushing to technology
and they can’t control it and they are not controlling the social media; 2) Strict WRITTEN
policies are not enough...the internet is too great of a temptation for our children...who are not
mature enough to be granted access to all this technology and internet; & 3) Schools and Public
Libraries are providing free access to internet...with or without parent permission...they need to

put up proper safeguards.

I recommend an amendment to SB 104. I recommend a clause be added that would require
school districts to set up proper internet monitoring programs BEFORE they could make large
technology purchases like computers or TPads for all students. We the parents have NO say in
this decision...and thus T would like schools to have to provide the monitoring
programs...including social media...before they can make large technology purchases.



