Boarnd Memibas

JIN Ghiscl gy, Pres] el

r. Curtis Caln

Anita Reman-Gorcio

MOnnew Schodielo

Henny Sewing
Hon. Bon dhoffer
Faul Enider
Febacca Tilder

Rare, Dervild Whotter
fugene B Wikon
Marc 3. Wilsan

Councl of AdvisoE
Fary Ancderson:
Mory Birch

Dick Bornd

Or. konedt Clark
fen Crlg

Hon Feggy Dunn
Hion, Ed Egert
Jeffray O, Ellls
SUE R Fried
Terrie Hunlinghon
betty Reum
"‘-L":"E'r' Lan ,:','.r.-"Z-IT"I'I-'
hoo bl dark Levin
Or. Janks MohMElen

Brod Shrol

e
Choaribe Sundedand
Ur. Eloane Lofihom
':'-EFII"E"'"I Tolum

or. Tomy 1T

Dol We

R Wirmr

Hannes Tacha

Executhie Dired
Karen 'Wudky, =

I W, 9ath Ter,

United Community Services
of Johnson County

Testimony to Senate Commerce Committee
February 20, 2013
Presented by United Community Services (UCS) of Johnson County

UCS opposes SB 149. United Community Services of Johnson County (UCS) is a
small nonprofit human service planning organization that works in partnership
with nonprofit organizations, local government and United Way.

We urge members of the Committee to familiarize themselves with the
current rules and regulations for receiving TANF and sanctions for non-
compliance. Before receiving any TANF payments, those eligible are screened
for substance abuse by a trained counselor. The rules and regulations specified
in the Kansas Economic and Employment Support Services Manual (KEESSM)
utilized by the Department of Children and Families provides specific details for
the screening process and subsequent steps for anyone assessed to be in need
of substance abuse services.

We support efforts that are aimed at providing drug treatment and
comprehensive services as part of work readiness programs as an effective
method of removing barriers to employment. It is our understanding that the
state of Kansas currently implements a program with this aim, and that
substance abuse screening for TANF recipients is a part of that program. A
strength of the current program is that it addresses not only drugs, but alcohol.
Alcohol is the most frequently used substance by Kansans of all income levels.

The required drug testing provisions of SB 149 do not add value to either low-
income families or the state; rather implementation would divert funding
from services in order to administer a program that is less effective than
current practice at the Department of Children and Families (DCF).

Respectfully submitted,
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