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[ &J { is] KANSAS COMPANION ANIMAL ASSOCIATION
913-828-0102

April 8, 1991

VIA FAX
The Honorable Jim Allen
State Capitol
Topeka, K8 66612

HE: TESTIMONY IN OPPCSITION 10 SB-431 AND Sn-434
Dear Senator Allen:
SincaIanuna.bletobein'!bpelmtoappearinperambeforeyourcoﬁittea. and
our other officera are spread out over the atate and are likewise unable to attend,

please let this letter serve as the KANSAS COMPANTON ANIMAL ASSOCIATION’s testimony
in opposition to SB-431 and §B-434.

"'We oppose ‘any bill'which lesvea the Campenion Animal Prog ram ("puppy mill program:)
under the Livestock Commiagioner, am well as any bill which would place the program
anywhere in the Department of Asgriculture., Our campanion animals mre not
livestock, nor are they sgricultural products.

While we also oppose mtatutory advisory boards for this prozram, SB=431 goes even
further by suggesting an advimory board to the Livestook Compissioner comprised
mainly of people he is supposed to be regulating, Thia is certainly not the way
to repair thiz state’s imege or get Kanzas breeders snd brokers back in the market-
place. If the industry could heal itself, goodnesa knowa it’a had 40 years to do
it, so what’s been stopping them?

SB-434 proposes six of ite nine advisory board membera be people the Livestock
Commizaioner is supposed to be regulsting. Even more ridiculous, it requires
licensing and mandatory inspeotions for people with three or more intact dogs, and
requires a $300 license fee from those pecple. The Legislative Pust-Audit Repart
clearly documented that atate inepectors are unable to perform even half the atatu-
torily required inspections as it is. Now this asinine blll proposes an attempt
to inspect show breeders, while there are hundreds and hundreds of large,
unlicensed kennels still operating in this state?!

‘Both of these bllla elimindte the hobby breeder olaas, which we cannot support &t
* this time. We have never asked for anything that wasn't fair er right, and we Juat:

‘can’t mee the fairness in somecne with 10 dogs paying a $300 license fee, while a
'USDA-1icensed breeder with 500 dogs would pay ‘only $150. ‘Nor:can:we support manda-

tory statutory inapections for tiny oporations While the larse, unlicensed cneago &
on their merry " * Senate Agriculfure Committee
Sincerely, | Date: _Z2~Zf"
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_oppose compensation of advisory board meshera; oppose ‘the elimination
/of ‘the hobby breeder clasa; and oppose $300 license fees and manda
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]i; JOHNSON COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY
(913) 8290102

April 8, 1991

VIA FAX

The Honorable Jim Alleh
State Capitol

Topeka, K3 86612

RE: TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SR-431 AND SB-434

Dear Senator Allen:

The JOHNSON COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY vigorously opposes both 8B-431
and SB-~434. We oppose leaving tha Companion Animal Program with the
Livestock Coamissioner; oppose adviaory boards with a majority of
their members from the industries the boards asaiat in regulating;

inspections for breeding operations. with a4 few .as 3 .dogs

These bills will only serve to bring more negative attention te
thia state, and I will once again prophesy that if thias Legislature
doean’t act soon to separate these little dogs 2nd cats from live-
stock and agricultural interests, thia state--and those industries--
may face the worst onslaught of bad publicity, boycotts, and emear
campaigns we've geen yat.

I urge you to have & vision of peace, proasperity, and just doing
what's rizht,

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jjﬁrﬁ'g M—"‘
KEATHY McEKEE, Prerident
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