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Testimony on HB 2136 

Bernie Koch, Kansas Economic Progress Council 

February 14, 2013 

House Taxation Committee 

 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify.  I’m Bernie Koch 

with the Kansas Economic Progress Council, a statewide not for profit organization of businesses, trade 

associations, chambers of commerce, and individuals.   

 

We oppose House Bill 2136.  Respected empirical studies have shown investment in infrastructure to be a 

major factor in economic growth.  The investment by the Eisenhower Administration in the interstate 

system is widely credited with the strong economic growth experienced by the U.S. from the end of 

World War II to the 1960s.   

 

Likewise, Japan’s infrastructure investment following the war is often given as the major reason for the 

rapid rebuilding of its industrial sector and the resulting economic boon.  In fact, Japan’s current 

government is investing heavily in public infrastructure now as a way to boost that country’s economy. 

 

Each year, Area Development Magazine, the major publication of economic development professionals, 

conducts a survey of business decision-makers about the most important factors when making decisions 

on new locations or expansions.  Once again, highway accessibility is the top-ranked factor with 93.8 

percent of those surveyed indicating it’s very important or important. 

 

It’s important because it contributes to wealth.  Wealth is measured by Gross Domestic Product, which is 

the monetary value of all the finished goods and services produced within a government unit’s borders in 

a specified time period.  Better infrastructure, particularly highways, allows higher productivity, which 

results in greater wealth. 

 

At the end of this testimony is the complete list of  major factors from the latest Area Development 

survey. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this information.  We strongly oppose HB 2136 and urge you not to 

support it. 
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