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Any Questions About the 
Substance...?

! “An ad hominem argument, also known as 
argumentum ad hominem (Latin: "argument to 
the man", "argument against the man") consists of 
replying to an argument or factual claim by 
attacking or appealing to a characteristic or belief 
of the person making the argument or claim, 
rather than by addressing the substance of the 
argument or producing evidence against the 
claim. The process of proving or disproving the 
claim is thereby subverted, and the argumentum 
ad hominem works to change the subject.” 
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GOVERNMENT INVENTED FRACKING! 
AS A CERTAIN FORMER SENATOR INVENTED THE INTERNET...

• Transparent rhetorical effort to coattail on a success it’s trying to curtail


• Remarkable (if predictable) claim, not only for ignoring the counterfactual


• Fracking invented in the ‘60s. That’s the 1860s. 


• Directional drilling in 1920s. Hydraulic fracking in 1940s.


• Analyses giving feds credit pick up in...the 1970s.


• There is a world of difference between taxpayer-funded research having 
contributed to advances, and the notion that government can interdict in 
energy markets to bring about positive economic outcomes.


• Probably advanced matters a few years. But citing the former as somehow 
justifying the latter is implausible and reflective of how bad the case is.
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Debt Lasts

• Spaniards are still on the hook for 
hiding the cost of ‘green energy’ 
from the ratepayer, having to pay 
down this debt, which became so 
staggering it threatened to break 
the state’s bank on its own. Using 
Eurostat figures, indicates that to 
pay it off now would require 11% of 
Spain’s Gross Domestic Product.
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Text
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Scotland
• “The report’s key finding is that for every job 

created in the UK in renewable energy, 3.7 
jobs are lost. In Scotland there is no net 
benefit from government support for the 
sector, and probably a small net loss of jobs.” 
-- Richard Marsh and Tom Miers, Worth the Candle? The 
Economic Impact of Renewable Energy Policy in Scotland and 
the UK (Kirkcaldy, Scotland: Verso Economics, March 2011)
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Italy
• “[T]he same amount of capital that creates one 

job in the green sector, would create 6.9 or 4.8 if 
invested in the industry or the economy in 
general, respectively... [W]e focused on pure 
subsidies. If we had considered the energy value, 
the average stock of capital per worker would 
result even higher. Since subsidies are forcibly 
taken away from the economic cycle, and 
allocated for political purposes, it is especially 
important to have a clear vision of what 
consequences they beg.” 


• -- Luciano Lavecchia and Carlo Stagnaro, Are Green Jobs Real Jobs? The 
Case of Italy (Milan, Italy: Instituto Bruno Leoni, May 2010)
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• It isn’t because warnings weren’t given


• It’s that they weren’t heeded


• Caution was politically incorrect


• No excuse for still following them


• Esp. after claiming “look to Europe”...
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News flash from 1891…1976… 2011:  
Renewables just 20 years away!
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“Er, it’s fuel prices! That’s it...”
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No Impact, Man

! Truths:

! GHGs are a marginal forcing. Major forcings are sun, oceans, clouds

! CO2 is a marginal GHG

! Man is a marginal contributor to earth's CO2 budget




! Inescapable conclusion:

! Marginal reductions of  marginal % of a marginal forcing = nothing




! Inconvenient Truth:

! That's according to the same models, despite being amped up to 

show high climate sensitivity to GHGs not borne out by observations
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Long Been Known: Wigley 1998 -- Kyoto 
Protocol  averts 0.15C by 2100
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‘Moore’s Law’? Hardly
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EIA. November 2011.

• A clean energy standard would ‘skyrocket’ 
electricity prices by nearly 30 percent and 
knock as much as $127 billion off the GDP, 
according to analysis released Monday by... 
the Energy Information Administration.


• Taking Obama ’11 SOU call for 80% by 2035
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Down to this last ‘success story’
!Even “Green Jobs” industry confesses:


!“Michael Eckhart, president of the American 

Council on Renewable Energy [said China has] 
‘won manufacturing… Game over, exit the 
stadium,’ he said.”



!No worry: “he said there are U.S. jobs in 
installing and maintaining” renewables.



!Slightly off-message, if quite helpful.
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China, in Fact
!Renewable ‘target’ to come 100% from hydro

!Market (western rich countries) went broke

! ...Had created bubble

! ...Faces social unrest

! ...Bubble bursting = real threat

! ...Imposed requirements to keep it inflated

!Mere self-preservation until things improve

! Installing more coal than anyone (still a model?)
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Bubble Bursting 
Social Unrest to Follow

!China just imposed a feed-in tariff

!That which has helped bankrupt Spain

!The reason? Their customers went broke

!Their industry only existed due to subsidies

!Now that those must be cut, they’re hurt

!They’ll retool. But hoping to ride it out

!So biting the bullet to keep bubble inflated
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China’s Doing It! 
Uh, What happened to ‘Spain!’? Anyway. OK, I’ll bite.

!Sec. Chu says China “winning ‘clean energy 
race’”


!Misunderstands China’s role in economy

!Says only way to match them is ‘cap carbon’

!You mean...like China? Gee, I hate to break it to you...
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Chu on China, Cont...
!So, also misunderstands what China’s doing




!Here’s the test:




!OK, we’ll take China’s deal




!No? Why not? Was “CDI!” Just a TP? (like 

‘Spain!’?)
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What China is Doing is Building 
New Electricity Capacity
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Coal is China’s Present
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Coal is China’s Future
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Coal is China’ Future, Too
!From parity with the U.S. around 2005, 

China’s CO2 emissions will grow to roughly 
double America’s in as soon as this year
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It’s Not Just the ‘Green Energy’ Bubble...
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 So Much for ‘Green Jobs’, Boom Times 
Bastiat is still right
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‘Jobs’ is not an argument  
Quick, name something that doesn’t ‘create jobs’

!Energy policy should not be jobs program


!And if it is, go where the ‘real’ jobs are


!Sustainable jobs producing viable sources


!Leading to more jobs in broader economy


!“Green jobs” argument turns logic on head


!Isn’t an argument but admission have none
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“Clean Energy” Economy = Good! 
Unless it were to appear feasible, of course
! Green energy advocates inconsistent on the threat – 

wait, the promise – of ‘clean energy’


! “If you ask me, it’d be a little short of disastrous for us to 

discover a source of clean, cheap, abundant energy 
because of what we would do with it.” – Green Energy guru 
Amory Lovins




! “If super-cheap solar power is achieved, will humanity 
grow too much?” –NYT reporter Andy Revkin



! “Like giving a machine gun to an idiot child” – Stanford’s 
Paul Ehrlich



! "It's the worst thing that could happen to our planet.” – 
Eco-writer Jeremy Rifkin 
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Blowing Hard About Wind 
Remember: to be an alternative something must be... an alternative
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Wind power versus fossil fuels 

One gas-fired generating plant – or 

13,000 wind turbines

Electrify New York City  

Blanket Connecticut

NYC ●
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U.S. Energy Costs as Percentage of Average Annual After-Tax Household Income 

SOURCE: “Energy Cost Burdens on American Families,” American Coalition for Clean Coal Electricity

< $10K $10K - $30K $30K - $50K > $50K

The poor bear a disproportionate burden


when it comes to increasing energy prices*

*‘But don’t worry, we’ll just tax Big Business!’
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