Court of Appeals Nominee Questionnaire — Caleb Stegall

name, current address, and telephone number of a person, preferably your direct
supervisor, who can verify your employment for each position listed. K.S.A. 20-105
and 20-3002 require a potential nominee to have been engaged in the "active and
continuous practice of law" for at least ten years prior to the date of appointment.
Include in your list the months and years of legal employment to verify that you meet
this statutory requirement.

State of Kansas, Chief Counsel to Governor Sam Brownback
January 2011-Present

Contact: Governor Sam Brownback

Kansas Statehouse, 300 SW 10" Street, Topeka, Kansas 66612
(785) 368-6423

As Chief Counsel to the Governor, I advise and represent the Governor and the
Governor’s Office in all legal matters. 1 oversee the work of approximately one hundred
and thirty executive branch attorneys in the legal departments of thirteen different cabinet
agencies. In addition, 1 serve as a senior policy and political advisor to the Governor.

Jefferson County, Elected Jefferson County Attorney

January 2009-January 2011

Contact: Jefferson County Clerk Linda Buttron

Jefferson County Courthouse, 300 Jefferson Street, Oskaloosa, Kansas 66066
(785) 863-2272

As the lead prosecutor and chief law enforcement official of Jefferson County, I
oversaw a full-time staff that actively managed a yearly caseload of hundreds of felonies
and misdemeanors and thousands of traffic offenses. I personaliy handled the most
serious felony cases from the initial reports, investigation, and charging through jury trial
and verdict. Such cases included murder, rape, sexual crimes against children, drug
manufacture and distribution, and white collar financial crimes. I resigned my office in
January 2011 to accept an appointment as Chief Counsel to the Governor.

Stegall & Associates, P.A., Founder and Owner
May 2005-January 2011

Contact: Self-Employed

504 Plaza Drive

Perry, Kansas 66073

I founded Stegall & Associates (formerly The Stegall Law Firm) as a solo
practitioner in 2005 in order to pursue a general “country” law practice. Located as a
main street storefront in my hometown of Perry, population 1,000, Stegall & Associates
grew to a four attorney firm serving the general legal needs of rural J efferson County. At
the same time, our expertise was actively sought out by clients with a need for specialized
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representation in complex constitutional and commercial fitigation. As a result, less than
five years afler its founding, Stegall & Associates earned recognition in U.S. News &
World Reports’ listing of Best Law Firms in Kansas. I left the firm in January 2011 to
accept an appointment as Chiefl Counsel to the Governor.

Foulston Siefkin LLP, Associate

February 2000-August 2000; August 2001-April 2005
Contact: James Rankin

534 South Kansas Ave.

Topeka, Kansas 66603

(785) 233-3600

At the largest law firm in Kansas, 1 practiced in the areas of appellate litigation,
commercial litigation, regulatory and administrative law, and insurance defense. I left
Foulston Siefkin in May 2005 to found Stegall & Associates, P.A.

Houorable Judge Deanell R. Tacha, Chief Judge of the United States Court of
Appeals for the 10" Circuit, Law Clerk

August 2000-August 2001

Contact: Hon. Deanell Tacha (currently Deau of the Pepperdiue University
School of Law, 24255 Pacific Coast Highway, Malibu, California
90263, (310) 506-4621)

Chambers of Judge Deanell R. Tacha

Lawrence, Kansas 66044

(No current street address or phone number)

I served in the traditional role of Federal Appellate Court Clerk, providing
background research and briefing for the Appellate Judge prior to oral arguments and
participating in early drafting of legal opinions.

a. If in private lega! practice, describe your typical client(s). If not in private legal
practice, describe your employer or work arrangement, your position within the
structure, including whether you are supervised, how work is assigned, and who
receives your work product, and other information you feel would assist the
Governor and the Senate in understanding the nature of your current
professional responsibilities.

As Chief Counsel to the Governor, my professional responsibilities vary widely and
encompass three broad areas: (1) traditional legal advice and representation; (2) policy
development and implementation; and (3) management and administrative
responsibilities. I report to the Governor and ] oversee the work of approximately one
hundred and thirty executive branch attorneys in thirteen cabinet agencies.
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In the first category, my responsibilities include providing direct legal
representation to the Governor and the Governor’s Office; managing and overseeing all
legal matters involving the cabinet agencies of the state; and consulting with the Kansas
Attorney General and the Attorney General’s Office on any legal matter having a
significant public policy impact on the state,

In the second category, my responsibilities involve participating in the policy
making process from early formation through full implementation, whether that takes the
form of direct executive action or the form of a legislative agenda resulting in newly
made law. [ participate at the level of a senior advisor and am responsible, in particular,
to manage, guide, and provide counsel regarding the specific legal implications and
ramifications of any policy initiative.

Finally, my responsibilities include a significant role in the overall management
and administration of the large executive bureaucracy of the state.

b. What percentage of your court appearances in the last five years was in:
2 % Federal district court
__ % Federal appeliate court
_85_ % State general jurisdiction court
_10_ % State appellate court
% State limited/special court {Specify the court)
_3_ % Adminjstratlive bodies
*For the purposes of this questionnaire, "appearance” should be construed to
inciude any contested proceeding, including motions for injunctive relief,

suppression of evidence, pre-trial conferences, and the like.

¢. If your practice includes litigation, list and describe the five most significant cases
which you personally litigated in the last ten years, giving case caption, number,
and citation to reported decision, if any. Identify your client and describe the
nature of your participation in the case and the reason you believe it to be
significant. Give the name of the court and judge, the date tried, and the names

of other attorneys involved.

I selected the five cases described in detail below because: (1) they demonstrate
the wide variety of matters I have handled; (2) each presented unique legal challenges;
(3) in each instance the outcome had a major public policy or community impact; and (4)
all five of these cases attracted significant public interest and opinion.

1. Essex v, Kobach, Case No. 12 CV 04046, United States District Court
for the District of Kansas sitting as a three judge panel pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2284
(decision reported at - F.Supp.2d ---, 2012 WL 2126876 (D. Kan. June 7, 2012)).
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Case Description — Including brief factual summary and the involved parties,
(udpes, and attorneys:

Essex was the Kansas reapportionment case decided by a three judge panel of the
United States District Court for the District of Kansas afier the Kansas Legislature was
unable to fulfill its constitutional role, following the 2010 census, to adopl new
apportionment maps for the Kansas Congressional Districts, the Kansas Senate, the
K ansas House of Representatives, and the Kansas Board of Education. The three judges
on the panel were Judge Kathryn Vratil, Judge Mary Beck Briscoe, and Judge John
Lungstrum. The case attracted numerous intervening parties and muttiple attorneys. The
complete list is included in the certificate of service attached to the brief 1 filed in the
case which is also attached as my writing sample.

Case Significance — Including the nature of my parlicipation in the case:

Essex set the direction of the Kansas Legislature for the next decade by drawing
entirely new apportionment maps for all 125 house districts and all 40 senate districts.
As such, it was the most politically significant litigation in Kansas in many years, and
likely will remain so for many years to come. Prior to Essex, Governor Brownback had
regularly taken the position that the reapportionment of these political boundaries should
hew as closely as possible to the constitutional principle of “one person, one vote” by
creating districts with as nearly identical populations as possible,

In Essex, the multiple politically interested parties argued for a wide variety of
proposed maps, depending on their political leanings, all of which contained high
population deviations. On behalf of my client, Governor Brownback, I authored an
amicus brief that clearly outlined the court’s constitutional obligation to draw
reapportionment maps that contained at most a de minimus population deviation of plus
or minus one percent. In a case with over twenty parties and hundreds if not thousands of
pages of legal argument filed with the court, Governor Brownback’s Amicus Briel was
the only filing to present this legal argument to the court. In its ruling, the court adopted,
with only slight variation, the argument made by the Amicus Briel and rejected every
other reapportionment proposal advocated by the parties. The brief is attached as my
writing sample,

2. Haiti v. Thompson, Thompson, Culberth, & McMullin, District Court of
Port-Au-Prince, Haiti (dismissal filed February 17, 2010).

Case Description — Including brief factual summary and the involved parties,
judges, and attorneys:

This case, widely known as the case of American Missionaries in Haiti, involved
ten American missionaries who had travelled on a humanitarian mission to the nation of

7
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Haiti in the immediate aftermath of the devastating 2010 Haitian earthquake. One of the
missionaries was Drew Culberth, a firefighter and youth pastor from Topeka. Also on the
trip were Mr. Culberth’s brother-in-taw and nephew, Paul and Silas Thompsen, along
with their family friend Steve McMullin.

[n the chaos and instability that existed in Haiti in the days and weeks that
followed the earthquake, the missionaries sought to provide safe housing, food, clothing,
and other services to Haitian children thought to be orphaned by transporting them to a
facility in the Dominican Republic. The missionaries were arrested and charged with
kidnapping and child trafficking and held in a Haitian jail in Pori-Au-Prince pending trial.
Soon after their arrest, I was retained to represent Drew Culberth, Paul Thompson, Silas
Thompson, and Steve McMullin. Haitian Distriet Court Judge Bernard Saint-Vil
presided over the case. Local counsel on behalf of my clients was obtained from Gary
Lissade, a former Attorney General of Haiti.

Case Significance — [ncluding the nature of my participation in the case:

This case was quite significant on a number of different levels. 1 had the unique
opportunity to lead a defense effort for four American citizens wrongfully charged with
serious crimes in a foreign country during a time of great crisis and uncerlainty. Not only
were the Lives and futures of four Americans and their families at stake, but also
implicated were the future diplomatic relations between our country and Haiti as well as
the public reputation and standing of our country and our country’s missionaries in the
international community.

I defended my clients successfully, culminating in the complete dismissal of all
charges and the safe evacuation of my clients from a hostile foreign situation. This
required not only traditional legal representation through fact gathering, the presentation
of evidence, and making legal arguments to the court, but also required: (1) a
sophisticated media strategy to cope with the overwhelming international media interest
in the case; (2) the coordination of actions between and among numerous parties and
government agencies including the State Department and the Department of Defense; (3)
the planning and execution of a safe extraction of my clients by a private security firm
from a Haitian jail to a military transport following the dismissal of charges and release
of my clients; and (4) the planning and execution of a post-release strategy that would
enable my clients to reintegrate into their ives with their public reputations and personal
privacy intact.

This matter entailed numerous dramatic turns and occurred in a context beset with
difficulties, primary of which was the almost complete destruction of the Haitian
infrastructure and near total breakdown in its systems and procedures of governance due
to the cataclysmic earthquake that country experienced. Through the extraordinary
efforts of many people both in Haiti and across the United States, I was able to lead the

8
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defense of my clients through these difficulties to a successful conclusion. One indirect
result in which I take particular satisfaction is that, in part through our efforls, a man
named Jorge Pucllo who was at-large in Haiti and the Dominican Republic was
apprehended and arrested on an Interpol warrant on charges of feading a sex trafficking
ring out of EI Salvador.

My firm donated all of its time on this matter and for my work { was recognized
by the Kansas Bar Association as a recipient of the 2010 Pro Bono Cerlificate.

3. State v. Hooper, Case No. 09 CR 136, Jefferson County District Court
(jury verdict delivered on April 26,2010); affirmed by State v. Hooper, 2012 WL
1237892 (Kan. App., March 30, 2012).

Case Description — Including brief factual summary and the involved parties,
judges., and attorneys:

Hooper was a homicide prosecution that I took to jury trial, obtaining a guiity
verdict against the defendant for second degree murder. The defendant, Adam Hooper,
had been an itinerant farm hand providing manual labor on the farm of Gene Kingsbury
in Jefferson County, Kansas. During an argument, Mr. Hooper beat Mr. Kingsbury
repeatedly with a 2x4 plank and deposited his unconscious body into a water cistern,
covering him with garbage and plant material, where Mr. Kingsbury drowned. Mr.
Hooper was represented by Mike Hayes and Judge Gary Nafziger presided over the trial.

Case Significance — Including the nature of my participation in the case:

Hooper was significant due to the severity of the crime and due to the fact that this
was the first homicide prosecution in Jefferson Country in nearly a decade. As the chief
law enforcement official of Jefferson County, I handled this case in its entirety from
observing the police work at the murder scene through trial, verdict, and sentencing,
Hooper involved complex legal and factual issues relating to D.N.A. evidence, the
defendant’s mental state and competency issues, and constitutional questions relating to
police confessions. The conviction was upheld on appeal by the Kansas Court of
Appeals in an unpublished decision on March 30, 2012.

4, Van Meteren v. The Kansas Governmental Ethics Commission, Case No.
09 C 432, Shawnee County District Court (settled May 13, 2009).

Case Description — Including brief factual summary and the involved parties,
judges, and attorneys:

My client, Kris Van Meteren, a former executive director of the Kansas
Republican Party, had previously filed an ethics complaint against Senator Dwayne

9
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Umbarger alleging misappropriation of campaign funds. At the time, the Kansas
Governmental Ethics Commission had confidentiality rules in place that prohibited any
person making a complaint from publicly discussing the complaint. Senator Umbarger
reimbursed his campaign the questioned amounts and the Ethics Commission dismissed
the complaint. However, because Mr. Van Meteren had discussed the complaint with the
Topeka Capital Journal, the Commission opened a case against Mr. Van Meteren and
fined kim $7,500.

Mr. Van Meteren then retained me to represent him in a challenge to the Ethics
Commission’s action. 1 filed the above referenced action in Kansas District Court
alleging that the Ethics Commission’s action had impermissibly abridged the First
Amendment rights of my client to free speech. The case was dismissed prior to any court
involvement after the Kansas Attorney General and the Ethics Commission conceded that
their actions and regulations were, in fact, unconstitutional, and the fine was reversed.
Deputy Attorney General Michael Leitch represented the Ethics Commission.

Case Sienificance — Including the nature of my participation in the case:

Van Meteren is an important case because it resulted in the elimination of an
unconstitutional gag rule from Kansas government. This significant change in the law
was only achieved through the risk taken by my client and through the legal work [
performed on the case. After being retained by Mr. Van Meteren, | performed exhaustive
legal research on the Ethics Commission’s unconstitutional gag rule, devised the
litigation strategy, and conducted extensive legal discussions and negotiations with the
Kansas Attorney General’s Office. When the Kansas Attorney General’s Office became
convinced that the state could not prevail and that in fact the gag rule was
unconstitutional, they advised the Commission, and the Commission agreed, to both
rescind the fine against my client and to abolish the unconstitutional restrictions on the
free speech rights of Kansas citizens. I take satisfaction in this matter as it provided a
real strengthening and broadening of the free speech rights of all Kansans.

5. Comprehensive Health of Planned Parenthood of Kansas v, Kline, 287
Kan. 372 (2008).

Case Description — Including brief factual summary and the involved parties
judges. and attorneys:

This case was a mandamus proceeding filed pursuant to the original jurisdiction of
the Kansas Supreme Court. It was filed by Planned Parenthood against my client, former
Attorney General and then Johnson County District Attorney Phil Kline, seeking the
disgorgement of certain documents obtained during the course of an ongoing criminal
investigation begun during Mr. Kline’s tenure as Kansas Attorney General and continued
during Mr. Kline’s tenure as Johnson County District Attorney. Planned Parenthood

10
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advanced a number of legal theories to compel the document disgorgement, all of them
arguing at root that the documents had been obtained by Mr. Kline oulside the exercise of
his legitimate authority as either Kansas Attorney General or Johnson County District

Altorney.

Planned Parenthood was represented by Pedro Irigonegaray and Bob Eye. The
Office of the Attorney General was represented by Attorney General Stephen Six and
Deputy Attorney General Michael Leitch. My co-counsel were Todd Graves and Edward
Greim. The case was tried to appointed Special Master David King. The case was
briefed and argued to, and decided by, the Kansas Supreme Court.

Case Significance — Including the nature of my participation in the case:

The Kline mandamus action was perhaps the most widely observed and
commented upon, and certainly one of the most unique, actions occurring before the
Kansas Supreme Court in recent history. I acted as lead counsel to the defendant and
handled the entire matter from pre-trial discovery and motions practice through trial
before the Special Master and concluding with briefing and arguments before the
Supreme Court.

The significant aspects of this case to me, both at the time of the representation
and in retrospect, are not the aspects that generated such partisan and political heat, but
rather were the legal arguments being advanced which would set precedent in all future
criminal imrvestigations and which, if adopted by the court, would hamstring law
enforcement officials and would have dramatically restricted many of law enforcement’s
traditional methods of gathering and using evidence. My advocacy was successlul in
protecting these traditional law enforcement prerogatives for future prosecutors and
investigators when the Supreme Court ruled in the defendant’s favor on the substantive
arguments advanced by Planned Parenthood.

In addition to the resull obtained, I take great satisfaction in the fact that though
this matter—its politics and its litigants—was one of the most overtly and extremely
partisan fights ever to occur in the Kansas Supreme Court, I was able, along with
opposing couusel, to bring the high degree of professionalism and political disinterest to
the case that must be the mark of our profession at its best. As a result, the attorneys and
judges involved were able to present evidence, arguments, and authorities to the court in
such a way that the vitally important constitutional authority of the Attorney General and
other law enforcement officers and officials was protected while at the same time the
rights of the other parties were preserved in the underlying cases.

My opposing counsel, then Attorney General Stephen Six, has endorsed my
nomination to the Kansas Court of Appeals.

11
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. What percentage of your litigation was:
As a very rough estimate and to the best of my knowledge:
50 % Civil : _50_ % Criminal

. Explain the types of civil and criminal litigation in which you have been involved
during the last ten years and on which side you appeared.

| have been involved in a wide range of types of both civil and criminat litigation.
On the criminal side it was almost entirely as the Jefferson County Attorney. On
the civil side, please see answers above.

State the approximate number of cases in courts of record you tried to verdict or
judgment, rather than seftled, indicating whether you were sole counsel, chief
counsel, or associate counsel.

As a very rough estimate and to the best of my knowledge | would estimate that
the number of cases would be 100 or fewer. | have served in all three roles.

. What percentage of these trials was:
| would estimate:
510 % Jury _90-95_ % Non-jury

. Summarize your experience in court prior to the last ten years; indicating as to
that period:
i.  Whether your appearances in court were more or less frequent.
ii. Any significant changes in the percentages stated in your answers to
questions 4b, 4d, and 4g.
ii.  Any significant changes in the number of cases per year in courts of
record you tried to verdict or judgment, rather than settled, as sole
counsel, chief counsel, or associate counsel.

Prior to the last ten years | served as a 10" Circuit Clerk and as a first and
second year associate at Foulston Siefkin. In those roles my appearances in
court were far less frequent.

If your practice does not include litigation, describe the five most significant legal
matters in which you were involved in the last ten years. Describe the nature of
your participation in the matter and the reasons you believe these experiences
are relevant for consideration by the Governor and the Senate. Provide the name
of the client and the names of other attorneys involved.

12
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N/A

Describe your practice, if any, before the Supreme Court of the United Siates,
the highest court of any state, or any state or federal courts of appeals, including
a list of cases, captions, and a link to opinions. Give a detailed summary of the
substance of each case, outlining briefly the factual and legal issues invoived, the
party or parties whom you represented, the nature of your participation in the
litigation, and the final disposition of the case. Also provide the individual names
and telephone numbers of co-counsel and of principal counsel for each of the

other parties.

| have been involved in many appellate cases without appearing on the briefs for
any party, both as an associate and in a supervisory role. 1ran an “all cases”
search in Westlaw for my name and the following list of appellate cases on which

my name did appear was returned.

1. State v. Simpson,
260 P.3d 1248, 2011 WL 4563106, Unpublished Disposition, Kan,App.,

September 30, 2011 (NO. 105,182)

| represented the state in this aggravated indecent linerties case. The court ruled
in favor of the state.

Caleb Stegall —~ 785-368-7469
Joshua A, Ney — 785-863-2015
Robert A. Fox - 785-863-2251
Derek Schmidt - 785-296-2218
John R. Kurth — 816-467-1776

2, State v. Carpenter,
225 P.3d 1211, 2011 WL 922550, Unpublished disposition, Kan.App., March 12,

2010 (NO. 100,485)

| represented the state in this unlawful manufacture of methamphetamine case.
The court reversed and remanded the case for a new trial.

Caleb Stegalt — 785-368-7469
Steve Six — 816-714-7190
Ryan Eddinger - 785-296-2192

3. State v. Cline,
223 P.3d, 837,2010 WL 596990, Unpublished Disposition, Kan,App., February
12, 2010 )NO. 100,051)

| represented the state in this obstruction of official duty case. The court
reversed the conviction.

13
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Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469
Dennis Hawver — 785-876-2233
Joshua D. Luttrell — 785-272-4878
Steve Six - 816-714-7190

4. State v. Salazar,
212 P.3d 263,2009 WL 2371028, Unpubiished Disposition, Kan. App., July 31,
2009 (NO. 101,059)

| represented the state in this possession of methamphetamine case. The court
affirmed the conviction.

Caleb Stegall - 785-368-7469
Shawn E. Minihan — 785-296-2980
Steve Six — 816-714-7190

5. Comprehensive Health of Planned Parenthood of Kansas and Mid-
Missouri, Inc. v.Kline, 287 Kan.372,197 P.3d 370, 2008 WL 5101302, Kan.,
December 05, 2008 (NO. 98,747)

See above for case description.

Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469
Robert V. Eye — 785-267-6115

Pedro L. lrigonegaray — 785-267-6115
Elizabeth R. Herbert - 785-267-6115
Douglas N. Gheriner — 816-410-4600
Robert A. Stopperan - 816-410-4600
Roger K. Evans — 1-800-230-7526
Phill Kline — 434-592-5300

Edward Greim — 816-256-3173

Todd Graves - 816-256-3173
Edward L. White, lIf - 202-546-8900
Michael C. Leitch — 785-864-3276

B. New Mexico v. General Elec. Co.,
467 F.3d 1223, 2006 WL 3072590, 63 ERC 1225, 36 Envtl. L. Rep. 20,219, C A

10 (N.M.), October 31, 2006 (NO. 04-2191)

| represented the State of New Mexico as a special designee of the New Mexico
attorney General in this environmental action seeking money damages from the
Defendants for groundwater contamination. The 10th Circuit ruled in favor of the
defendants.

14
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Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469

James D. Oliver — 913-498-2100

Donald W. Fowler — D.C. — 202-898-5840
Tami Lyn Azorsky — D.C. -~ 202-496-7573
Eric G. Lasker — DC —202-898-1803

Maria O'Brien — NM — 505-848-1803

James A. Bruen — CA — 415-954-4430

Peter S. Modiin — CA — 415-393-8392
Michael B. Campbell — NM — 505-988-4421
Bradford C. Berge — NM — 505-954-7284
Brackett B. Denniston, 11l = CT - 203-373-2211
Williams V. Killoran, Jr. — OH — 513-672-3654
John W. Suthers — CO — 720-508-6000
Victoria L. Peters — CO — 720-508-6000
Michael Ro. Thorp - WA — 206-676-7102

7. Mary Const. Co., Inc. v. Boldridge,
143 P.3d 421, 2006 WL 2864748, Unpublished Disposition, Kan.App., October

06, 2006 {NO. 94,595

| represented the Plaintiff in this quiet title/adverse possession matter. The court
ruied in favor of the Plaintiff.

Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469
David J. King — 913-684-0787
Stacey A. Campbell - MO — 303-362-2850
Nancy Morales-Gonzalez — 816-936-5754

8. Osborne v. Union Labor Life Ins. Co,,
122 P.3d 42, 2005 WL 2951430, Unpublished Disposition, Kan,App., November

04, 2005 (NP. 93,471)

| represented the Defendant in this life insurance calim matter. The court ruled in
favor of the Defendant.

Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469
Jason E. Brinegar — 785-562-2375

9. Hallam v. Mercy Health Center of Manhattan, Inc.,
278 Kan. 339, 97 P.3d 492, Kan., September 17, 2004 (NO. 91693)

| represented the Defendant in this intentional infliction of emotional distress
matter on a question referred to the Kansas Supreme Court by the Federal
District Court,

Caleb Stegall ~ 785-368-7469
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James D. Oliver - 913-498-2100
Zackery E. Reynolds — 620-223-1818
David W. Slaby — 314-244-3650

10.  Brodsky v. St. Francis Hosp. and Medical Center, inc.,
94 P.3d 737, 2004 WL 1715000, (Table, Text in WESTLAW), Unpublished
Disposition, Kan.App., July 30, 2004 (NO. 90,555)

| represented the Defendant in this breach of contract matter. The court ruled in
favor of the Defendant.

Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469
Thomas L. Theis — 785-233-3600
Edward L. Bailey — of Cosgrove, Webb & Oman, of Topeka - 785-235-9511

11.  Taylor v. City of Andover,
90 P.3d 378, 2004 WL 1176599, (Table, Text in WESTLAW), Unpubiished

Disposition, Kan.App., May 21, 2004 (NO. 80,178

| represented the Plaintiff in this breach of contract matter. The court ruled in
favor of the Plaintiff.

Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469

Jeffrey A. Jordan — 316-267-6371
James D. Oliver - 913-498-2100
Richard A. Olmstead — 316-609-7900
Alan L. Rupe — 316-609-7900

12.  Blessant v. Crawford County Bd. Of County Com’rs
81 P.3d 461, 2003 WL 23018238, (Table, Text in WESTLAW), Unpublished
Disposition, Kan.App., December 24, 2003 (NO. 89,916)

| represented the Plaintiff in this zoning matter. The court ruled in favor of the
Plaintiff,

Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469

James D. Oliver — 913-498-2100

Gregg D. Martin ~ 417-238-8700

James L. Emerson — 620-724-6390
Richard D. Loffswold Jr. — 620-724-4115

13.  Cortez v, Pawnee Mental Health Services, Inc.,

77 P.3d 1288, 2003 WL 22283159, (Table, Text in WESTLAW), Unpublished
Disposition, Kan.App., October 03, 2003 (NO. 89,955)
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| represented the Defendant in this matter alleging a malicious report of sexual
abuse. The court ruled in favor of the Defendant.

Peter C. Rombold — 785-238-3126
Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469
James D. Oliver — 913-498-2100
Thomas L. Theis — 785-233-3600

14,  Kelly v. Rockefeller
69 Fed.Appx. 414, 2003 WL 21386338, (Not Selected for publication in the
Federal Reporter), C.A.10 (Kan.), June 17, 2003 (NO. 02-3114)

| represented the Defendant in this federal civil rights claim. The court ruled in
favor of the Defendant.

Caleb Stegall - 785-368-7469
Wayne T. Stratton — 785-233-0593
Anne M. Kindling — 785-354-5437
Thomas L. Theis ~ 785-233-3600
Paul Gurney — 913-685-7000
Christina L. ingersoll - 813-851-3773

15.  Taylor v. Casey
66 Fed.Appx. 749,2003 WL 1559153, C.A.10 (Kan.), March 26, 2003 (NO 02-

3138)

| represented the Defendant in this legal malpractice matter. The court ruied in
favor of the Defendant.

Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469

Thomas L. Theis — 785-233-3600

Larry G. Michel — 785-825-4674

James R. Angell Kennedy — 785-825-4674
James D. Oliver — 913-498-2100

16. Watkins v. McAllister,
30 Kan.App.2d 1255, 59 P.3d 1021, Kan.App., November 15, 2002 (NO. 88,180)

| represented the Defendant in this medical malpractice action. The court ruled
in favor of the Defendant.

Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469
Thomas L. Theis — 785-233-3600
Phillip L. Turner — 785-357-6541
Dan E. Turner — 785-357-6541
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17. Roof-Techs Intern., Inc. v. State,
30 Kan.App.2d 1184, 57 P.3d 538, 171 Ed. Law Rep. 343, Kan.App., November

01, 2002 (NO. 87,075)

| represented one of the defendants in this construction matter. The court
reversed the district court's rulings and remanded the matier.

Bill H. Raymond — 316-660-9340
Caleb Stegall - 785-368-7469
James D. Oliver — 913-498-2100
Wyatt A. Hoch — 316-267-6371
Trisha A. Thelen — 316-267-6371
Ron Campbell — 316-237-7361
Lyndon W, Vix — 316-267-7361
Stewart Entz — 785-267-5004
Michaell Entz — 785-267-5004
William A. Larson — 785-273-7722
Timothy A. Schuliz — 785-273-7722

18. Bain v. Artzer,
271 Kan. 578, 25 P.3d 138, Kan., June 01, 2001 (NO. 84678)

| represented the Defendant in this medical malpractice case. The appeal was
dismissed for lack of jurisdiction,

Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469
James D. Oliver — 913-498-2100
Thomas L. Theis - 785-233-3600
Robert S. Tomassi — 620-231-4650

19.  Schmidt v. Kansas State Bd. Of Technical Professions,
271 Kan. 206, 21 P.3d 542, Kan., April 20, 2001 (NO. 84,934}

| represented the Plaintiff in this ficensure matter. The court ruled in favor of the
Plaintiff.

Caleb Stegall — 785-368-7469

James D. Oliver — 913-498-2100

Mark L. Bennett, Jr. — 785-271-0800

. Have you participated in any proceeding in which you had stock or other financial
interest in one of the parties of the matter of controversy? If so, give particulars.
Did you disclose that interest prior to the commencement of the trial?

No
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. Have you, to the best of your knowledge and belief, complied with the applicable
statutes, rules of professional responsibility, and canons relative to such matters
as were in force and applicable at the fime? If not, give particulars.

Yes

m. Describe any additional law teaching, judicial clerkship, arbitration, mediation, or
other alternative dispute resolution experience that you would like to bring to the
attention of the Governor and the Senate.

None

n. Have you participated in continuing iegal education? If so, give date, class title,
location, and instructor.

Yes. | requested a complete list of CLEs | have attended from the Kansas CLE
Commission and that list is attached.

5. Public Qffice
a. Have you ever held public office other than judicial office?

Yes.

b. if so, give details, including the office involved, whether elected or appointed, and
the jength of your service, giving dates.

| was elected the Jefferson County Attorney in 2008 and served in that capacity
from January 2009 through January 2011 when | resigned to take the position of
Chief Counsel to the Governor.

c. If you have ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective public office,
identify the office and the date.

N/A

d. If you have been nominated for public office, identify the nominating entity and
whether confirmed to the position.

N/A

6. Judicial Office. Have you ever held judicial office? No.
a. Ifso, give dates and the courts involved.

b. Provide a copy or give citations to significant opinions.
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c. Describe what you regard as the most significant case at which you presided,
either civil or criminal, including the number of days involved, the nature of the
case and the types of rulings which you were called upon to make.

d. Identify the basis by which as a judge you have assessed the necessity or
propriety of recusal. if you have not held judicial office, identify the basis by which
you would assess the necessity or propriety of recusal. (If your court employs an
"autornatic" recusal system by which you may be recused without your
knowledge, please include a general description of that system and a list of
cases from which you were recused.)

e. Provide a list of any cases, motions, or matters that have come before you in
which a litigant or party has requested that you recuse yourself due to an
asserted conflict of interest or in which you have recused yourself sua sponte.
Identify each such case and, for each, provide the following information:

i.  Whether your recusal was requested by a motion or other suggestion by a
jitigant or a party to the proceeding or by any other person or interested
party; or if you recused yourself sua sponte;

i. A brief description of the asserted conflict of interest or other ground for

recusal;
ii. The procedure you followed in determining whether or not to recuse

yourself; and
iv.  Your reason for recusing or declining fo recuse yourself, including any
action taken io remove the real, apparent, or asserted conflict of interest

or to cure any other ground for recusal.

7. Bar Associations, Memberships, Conferences
a. List all bar, professional, business, fraternal, scholarly, civic, service, charitable,

or other organizations, to which you belong, or to which you have belonged, or in
which you have participated, in the last ten years. "Participation” means
consistent or repeated invoivement in a given organization, not merely
attendance at a small number of events or meetings. Provide dates of
membership or participation, and indicate any office you held. Include clubs,
working groups, advisory or editorial boards, panels, committees, conferences, or
publications. Describe briefly the nature and objectives of each such
organization, the nature of your participation in each such organization, including
committees on which you served, and identify an officer or other person from
whom more detailed information may be obtained.

Amerjcan Bar Association. No significant participation other than membership.
Kansas Bar Association. No significant participation other than membership.

Topeka Bar Association. No significant participation other than membership.
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Jefferson County Bar Association. No significant participation other than
membership.

Kansas County and District Attorneys Association. No significant participation
other than membership.

Grace Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Member since 1995 & Member of the
Board of Elders from 2004 to the present. As a parishioner, I am engaged in the ordinary
weekly activities of a large church. As a member of the Board of Elders since 2004, 1
have been actively engaged in the management and oversight of the church. Bill Vogler,
Pastor

Audubon of Kansas, Member, Director, & Member of the Executive Commiitee
from 2007 to 2010. As a member of the Board of Directors chosen to sit on the
Executive Committee, I acted in the traditional management and decision making
capacity for our state’s largest conservation organization. Bill McElroy, Chairman

Oskaloosa Rotary Club, Member from 2009 to 2010. I participated in the ordinary
functions of a Rotary Club member including weekly lunches and charity and community
events. Dennis Reiling,.

Family Promise. Family Promise is charitable organization operating in
Lawrence, Kansas that provides transitional housing, job training, and other social
services to homeless families in the Douglas County area. 1 have acted as pro bono legal
counsel to Family Promise. Katherine Dinsdale.

Fields of Promise. Fields of Promise is a charitable organization headquartered in
Lawrence, Kansas that partners with other non-profit organizations to provide food,
housing, medical care, and education to orphaned children in Ethiopia. Thave acted as
pro bono legal counsel to Fields of Promise, Pam Zicker,

b. List all conferences, symposia, panels, and continuing legat education events
you have attended in the last ten years. For each event, provide the dates, a
description of the subject matters addressed, the sponsors, and whether any
funding was provided to you by the sponsors or other organizations.

See answer above. To the best of my recoflection no payment has ever been
provided {o me by a sponsor.

8. Published Writing and Public Statements”
a. List the titles, publishers, and dates of books, articles, reports, letters {o the
editor, editorial pieces, or other published material you have written or edited,
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including material published only on the Internet. Supply a copy™* of all published
material to the Commitiee.

To the best of my recollection:

Book Chapters

“Community” in American Conservatism: An Encyclopedia (1S| Books 2006).
“First They Came for the Horses: Wendell Berry and a Technoiogy of
Wholeness” in The Humane Vision of Wendell Berry (181 Books 2011).

Essays

“Kansas’ Bad Bargains” in Kansas Liberty (May 1, 2008).

“False Economics and Malignant Growth” in Kansas Liberty (May 12, 2008)
"Kansas' Left Conservatives” in Kansas Liberty (July 2, 2008)

“Performance Artists” in Kansas Liberty (September 11, 2008}

“Sockless Jerry Rides Again” in Kansas Liberty (October 2, 2008)

“The 10" Muse” in Kansas Liberty (January 29, 2009)

“Steadfast and Loyal: A Covenanter in the Great War” published in three parts in
The Reformed Presbyterian Witness (Feb., March, April 2003)

“Ghostly Echoes: A Eulogy for Covenanter Psaimody” in The Covenanter Review

{Summer 2008}
“Quaffing Immortality: On Reading the Unwritten Word” in The Geneva Review

(2004}

“Joining In: Wendell Berry and Friends” in First Principles (Feb. 20, 2008)

“The Restiess Evangelicals” in Touchstone Magazine (September 2008)
“Stealing Dorothy: The "‘Wonderful Wizard of Oz’ and my Fortunate Home" in The
University Bookman (Fall 2008)

“Searching for a Usable Past” in The University Bookman (Fall 2007)

“Practicing the Discipline of Place” in Regeneration Quarterly (Spring 2003)

“The Epistemology of the Supermarket” in Regeneration Quarterly (Spring 2003)
“Grand lllusions” in Christianity Today (July 2006)

“Opening Saint Exupery’s Box” in Touchstone Magazine (March 2002)

“A Call to Arms” in The Intercollegiate Review (Fall 2006}

“Price, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness” in The American Conservative (July
2007)

“Populism Now" in The Dallas Moming News (July 2, 2006)

| believe | atso once wrote an op-ed for the University Daily Kansan on the
subject of abortion but was unable to locate a copy of this essay. In addition, |
participated in a variety of group blogs off and on from 2003 to 2010 including
www.newpantagruel.com (now defunct), www.nationalreivew. com/crunchycon
(now defunct), and www.frontporchrupublic.com.

22



Court of Appeals Nominee Questionnaire — Caleb Stegall

b. Supply a copy** of any reports, memoranda, or policy statements you prepared
or contributed to the preparation of on behalf of any bar association, committee,
conference, or organization of which you were or are a member or in which you
have participated as defined in 8a. If you do not have a copy of a repor,
memorandum, or policy statement, give the name and address of the
organization that issued i, the date of the document, and a summary of its

subject matter.

| wrote a white paper for a client that the client published as: “A Kansas Primer
on Education Funding, Volume II: Analysis of Montoy vs. State of Kansas”

c. Supply a copy** of any testimony, official statements, or other non-privileged
communications relating, in whole or in part, to matters of public policy or tegal
interpretation, that you have issued or provided or that others presented on your
behalf to public bodies or public officials.

To the best of my recollection | have never offered testimony of this nature. !
have prepared or presented arguments and/or testimony on behalf of clients

many times.

d. Supply a copy** of transcripts, or recordings of all speeches or talks you have
delivered, including commencement speeches, remarks, lectures, panel
discussions, conferences, political speeches, and question-and-answer sessions.
Include the date and place where they were delivered and readily available press
reports about the speech or talk. If you do not have a copy of the speech or a
transcript or recording of your remarks, give the name and address of the group
before whom the speech was given, the date of the speech, and a summary of its
subject matter. If you did not speak from a prepared text, furnish a copy of any
outline or notes from which you spoke.

To the best of my recollection:

| gave a commencement speech in the spring of 2009 at Veritas Christian
School, a copy of which is attached.

| presented at an academic symposium entitled “Human Scale” at Mount Saint
Mary's University in September 2011. The speech was recorded and is available
at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y06q0OMs2lic

| served on a panel discussion sponsored by The University of Kanas School of
Law's annual Media and the Law conference in April of 2013. To my knowledge
no recording or transcript or any notes from this event exist.

| have served on a few other panel discussions over the years sponsored by

various groups such as the Kansas Bar Association, Rotary Clubs, etc. To my
knowledge no recordings or transcripts or any notes from these events exist,
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e. List all interviews you have given to newspapers, magazines, or other
publications, or radio or television stations, providing the dates of these
interviews and a copy™* of the clips or transcripts of these interviews where they

are available to you.

| have been quoted in scores and scores of news articles and other media stories
in which | was not the main subject of the piece. Below is a list of publications
which are more or less “interviews” in the classic sense that | was either the main
or one of the main subjects of the piece.

“Jefferson County Attorney Candidate Caleb Stegall Chats About
PrimaryElection” in The Lawrence Journal World (July 29, 2008)

“Young Right Tries to Define Post-Buckiey Future” in The New York Times (July
17, 2004)

“|ocal Conservative's Web Site Catching on Nationally” in The Lawrence Journal
World (November 20, 2004)

Crunchy Cons, by Rod Dreher, pgs. 189-194 (Crown Forum 2006)

“The Rise of Localism” in World Magazine (March 2011)

"Debating Globalism" in Comment Magazine (Winter 2003)

“Reconnecting with Reality” in Godspy Magazine (September 19, 2005)

f. Attach a writing sample that reflects your own work product, preferably containing
legal analysis and citation to authority.

Please see legal writing sample attached to Governor's Appellate Court Applicant
Questionnaire.

*Any items protected by relevant iegal privilege do not need to be included.
**A link or reference to these materials may be provided in lieu of a copy. You also may
provide these items on 12 CDs or flash drives instead of in paper form.

9. Teachinhg Experience.
Have you ever taught at a faw school, undergraduate institution, high school or other
educational institution? If so, when and what courses did you teach?

Prior to attended law school, | taught in three different private schools in grades from
7" to 12" | taught a wide variety of classes including algebra, art, English literature,
and physical education.

10.Honors and Awards. List any scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, academic
or professional honors, honorary society memberships, military awards, and any
other special recognition for outstanding service or achievement not already
mentioned in question 1.
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None

11. Military Service and Draft Status. Identify any service in the U.S. Military, including
dates of service, branch of service, rank or rate, serial number (if different from
social security number), and type of discharge received, and whether you have
registered for selective service.

N/A

12. Qutside Commitments During Court Service
a. Do you have any plans, commitments, or agreements fo pursue outside
employment, with or without compensation, during your service with the court? f

so, explain,

No

b. Indicate any personal or family circumstances which could arguably have any
negative bearing on your fitness to serve on the court.

None

13. Potential Financial Conflicts of [nterest
a. Are you a director or officer of any business or corporation? Do you, or your
spouse, hold an ownership interest of more than $5,000 in value (stock,
partnership or proprietorship equity, or otherwise) in any business or
corporation?
No

b. Are you, or your spouse, a member of any partnership or joint venture?

No

c. If appointed, would you, or your spouse be willing to resign or divest yourself of
any business interest, offices, or positions you now hold, if required by the
Canons of Judicial Conduct?

Yes

14. Potential Conflicts of Inierest
a. ldentify the family members or other persons, parties, categories of litigation, and
financial arrangements that are likely to present potential conflicts of interest
when you assume the position to which you have been nominated. Explain how
you would address any such conflict if it were to arise.

My brother is a Lawrence police officer. | would recuse myself from any case in
which he had been involved. Otherwise, none,
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b. Explain how you will resolve any potential conflict of interest, including the
procedure you will follow in determining these areas of concern.

| will strictly adhere to the Kansas Code of Judicial Conduct.

15, Criminal History and Personal Involvement in Civil Proceedings
a. Have you ever been charged or convicted of a violation of any law except traffic
offenses? (DUl violations and reckless driving offenses should be included.) If
"ves," please supply the information requested in the list below.

No

b. Have you, within the last ten years, failed to file any applicable local, state or
federal income tax return, schedule, or report required by law? If "yes " provide
the names and address of the taxing authority, the tax year(s) for which you
failed to fite the return, schedule, or report, and the date you finally filed the
return, schedule, or report.

No

c. Have you, within the last ten years, failed to pay any taxes owed pursuant to
local, state or federal law? If "yes,"” provide the name and address of the taxing
authority, the tax year(s} for which you failed to pay, and the date you finally paid
the taxes. If you continue to owe past due taxes, list the current balance of the
taxes by tax year and by taxing authority.

No

d. Has a tax lien or other collection procedure ever been instituted against you by
local, state, or federal authorities? If "yes," supply the information requested in
the list below.

No

e. Have you ever sued or been sued by a client. If "yes," supply the information
requested in the list below.

No
f. Have you ever been disciplined or cited for a breach of ethics or professional
conduct by any professional disciplinary body? If you are a judge, have formal

proceedings ever been instituted against you by the Commission on Judicial
Qualifications? If "yes," provide the information requested in the list below.

No
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i.  The title of the proceedings.

ii. If formal proceedings have been filed, the caption of the case and the
court or tribunal in which the case was filed and the location of same.

ii.  The date of the alleged violation or incident giving rise to the charge.

tv. A statement of the relevant facts.

v.  The identity of the principal parties involved.

vi.  The outcome of the proceedings, specifying any sentence, decision,
and/or judgment entered.

16.References
a. List the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of five persons who are well

acquainted with your legal ability. In addition, if you are a practicing attorney, list
the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of three judges before whom you
have made an appearance in the last five years and three fawyers who have
been adverse to you in litigation or negotiations with the last five years.

Five persons well acquainted with my legal ability:

Hon. Deanell R, Tacha (letter of endorsement previously provided)
24255 Pacific Coast Highway

Malibu, California 90263

(310) 506-4621

Hon. Eric F, Melgren
United States District Court
401 North Market, Suite 423
Wichita, Kansas 67202
(316) 315-4320

Derek Schmidt (letter of endorsement previously provided)
Memorial Halj

120 SW 10" Ave., 2" Floor

Topeka, Kansas 66612

(785) 296-2215

James D. Oliver (letter of endorsement previously provided)
Foulston Siefkin LLP

32 Corporate Woods, Suite 600

9225 Indian Creek Parkway

Overland Park, Kansas 66210

(913) 498-2100

Alan E. Streit (letter of endorsement previously provided)
Larson & Blumreich, Chartered
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5601 SW Barrington Court South
Topeka, Kansas 66604
(785) 273-7722

Three judges before whom I have made an appearance in the last five years:

Hon. Gary L. Nafziger
Jetferson County Courthouse
300 Jefferson Street
Oskaloosa, Kansas 66066
(785) 863-2461

Hon. Dennis L. Reiling
Jefferson County Courthouse
300 Jefferson Street
Oskaloosa, Kansas 66066
(785) 863-2461

Hon. Peggy Kiitel

Douglas County Courthouse
111 E. 11" Street
Lawrence, Kansas 66044
(785) 832-5144

Three lawyers who have been adverse to me in litigation or negotiations
within the last five years:

Stephen N. Six (letter of endorsement previously provided)
Stugve Siegel Hanson LLP

460 Nichols Road, Suite 200

Kansas City, Missouri 64112

(816) 714-7190

Terrence J. Campbell (letter of endorsement previously provided)
Barber Emerson, L.C.

1211 Massachusetts Street

Lawrence, Kansas 66044

(785) 843-6600

Daniel L. Watkins (letter of endorsement previously provided)
The Law Offices of Daniel L. Watkins

901 New Hampshire Street, Suite 200

Lawrence, Kansas 66044
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(785) 843-0181

b. If you are a judge, list the names addresses, and telephone numbers of at least
five lawyers who have appeared before you within the last five years. Include
relevant case names and numbers.

N/A

17.0Other information Potentially Relevant To Nomination.
State any other information you believe should be disclosed in connection with the
Governor's and the Senate'’s consideration of your potential nomination of the
Kansas Appellate Court.

a. Qualifications

The Preamble to the Kansas Code of Judicial Conduct states: “An independent,
fair and impartial judiciary is indispensable to our sysiem of justice. Our legal system is
based upon the principle that an independent, impartial, and competent judiciary,
composed of men and women of integrity, will interpret and apply the law that governs
our society.” In my view, every applicant to this position must be weighed according to
this high standard.

My application demonstrates that I possess the necessary competence, skill,
experience, and temperament to be a Judge of the Court of Appeals. Tt further
demonstrates fidelity to the character traits of independence, political disinterest,
integrity, and service which are equally necessary.

[ have excelled academically; have successful experience in a wide variety of legal
settings and in a wide array of substantive legal areas; have practiced in the state’s largest
law firm; have begun and managed a thriving small rural general practice; have been an
elected prosecutor; and have served as a high level state official.

Finally, I have always been dedicated to the idea of the profession of law as a
service, One of the proudest moments of my career was being recognized by the Bar
Association in 2010 with the Kansas Pro Bono Certificate. 1 have striven to imbue my
entire professional life with the idea of service—to others in need, to justice, to protecting
the equal rights of all citizens, to fairness, and to our great state and nation.

b. Awards & Recognitions

Selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America (18ih Edition, 2012).
Selection to Best Lawyers is based on a rigorous peer review process. Best Lawyers has
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been described by The American Lawyer as “the most respecied referral list of attorneys
in practice.”

Recipient of the 2010 Kansas Pro Bono Certificate. Awarded by the Kansas Bar
Association, the award is given to recognize outstanding pro bono commitment to
ensuring equal access Lo justice. I received the award for my work successfully
defending and securing the release of four American missionaries wrongfully charged
with child trafficking by Haitian authorities in the immediate aftermath of the devastating
Haiti earthquake in 2010.

c. Other Gubernatorial Appointments

Appointed by Governor Brownback to serve as a member of the Kansas Council
for Interstate Adult Offender Supervision. The KCIAQS is responsible for administering
Kansas’ participation in the Interstate Compact for Adult Offender Supervision which
governs the movement across state lines of all aduits under correctional supervision.

Appointed by Governor Brownback to serve as a member of the Kansas Criminal
Justice Coordinating Council. The KCJCC is responsible to study and make
recommendations to improve the criminal justice system in Kansas; establish and manage
a criminal justice database; award and oversee all criminal justice grants to state and local
law enforcement agencies; and establish other necessary advisory boards to assist the
Council concerning issues and policies within the Kansas criminal justice system.

d. Peer Recommendations

I have the respect and support of my peers in the profession as demonstrated by
the attached letters of endorsement. I have been endorsed by a former chief judge of the
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals; the current Dean of Pepperdine University Law School;
two Attorneys General, one Democrat and one Republican; a former Dean of the
University of Kansas School of Law; the President of the Kansas Bar Association; the
Chairman of the Kansas Bar Association’s Bench-Bar Committee; an attorney member of
the Supreme Court Nominating Commission; a lay member of the Supreme Court
Nominating Commission; a former official from the administration of former Governor
Kathleen Sebelius; and many other pillars of the Kansas iegal community. The
endorsements cross the political spectrum and they testify to the fact that in my practice 1
have always siriven to the highest levels of skill, competence, professionalism, ethics,
justice, and political disinterest.

e. Personal

I am a life-long Kansan, My family has lived in Kansas for generations. I have
been married to my wife Ann for 19 years and we have 5 sons. We live on a small
acreage in south-east Jefferson County.
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Questions to the nominee from the Senate Judiciary Committee
(Please answer in a paragraph or less and be prepared to discuss your
responses in your remarks to the Committee)

1. What is the role of judges in the law?
The role of the judge is to faithfully and impartially interpret and apply the law.
2. Where is the Kansas judicial system strong?

| have practiced in many different aspects of our state’s judicial system and in my
experience the judicial branch is filled with hard working public servants with high
integrity who dally do the hard job of resolving disputes according to the law, and they
do it with a high degree of skill and consistency.

3. Where is the Kansas judicial system lacking?

In my view the presence of former prosecutors on our appellate courts is needed in
order to provide that important segment of experience to the delivery of justice in our
appellate system.

4. Do you have any specific ideas for how to improve the system of justice in the
Kansas?

| believe the efforts of the Supreme Court fo adopt elecironic filing for all Kansas courts
will go a long way towards improving the efficient delivery of justice to all Kansans.

5. ls there always a right answer for each legal case? Why?

As a procedural matter, if all of the procedural rules and safeguards are followed, our
system is designed to produce a final “right” decision. Itis right in the sense that all
parties were accorded their full due process rights including the opportunity to be heard
and present arguments and evidence, and their opportunity to appeal any alleged errors
to a higher court. Substantively, judges may disagree on the result of any particular
case and this is allowed for through our system of majority and dissenting opinions.

6. What is your position on the role of stare decisis in appellate jurisprudence,
especially in cases where the votes exist to overturn prior case law with which
you disagree?

Precedent set by higher courts is binding on lower courts. This is a vital component to
our system of common law in that it provides stability, predictability, and yet permits
change to occur as the highest court deems appropriate.

7. Please describe your anticipated approach to oral argument.
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Oral argument is an important tooi to allow parties an opportunity to present arguments
and clarify matters or answer questions the judges may have. Itis likewise an important
tool for judges to have questions answered and to have an opportunity to carefully and
thoughtfully consider the arguments of the parties. My anticipated approach would be
completely consistent with these purposes.

8. Please describe your position on the importance (or lack thereof) of issuing
dissenting opinions in cases where you disagree with the majority opinion.

A judge should always rule in the manner he or she is convinced is correct, based upon

the facts, record, and law after careful and thoughtful deliberation, consuitation with
fellow jurists on the panel, and consideration of the arguments of the parties.
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This repon indicates you are in COMPLIANCE. This document will autematically be flled as your Annual Reporl. | TOTAL
2002-2003 COMPLIANCE SEMINAR SUMMARY | HOURS
SPONSOR SEM# TITLE DATE SEMINAR CREDITS | EARNED
Carryover from 2001-2002: | 4.5
I
ABA 23660 LIVE: Employee Benefits Update for 2003 02/11/2003  Attendance 4.0 | 4.0
!
Topeka Bar Assn 23616 LIVE: Conflicts of Law 02/07/2003  Allendance 0.5 | 05
I
KBA 25084 LIVE: Appellate Practice Symposium 03/28/2003  Altendance 4.0 | 4.0
[
KTLA 26659 LIVE: Good Ethics is Good Business 06/20/2003  Prof. Resp. 2.0 | 2.0
[
[
Total CLE Compliance Hours: | 15.0
Inciuding Total Prof. Resp. Hours: | 2.0
Carryover Applied to 2003-2004: | 3.0

ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS: Thirly days have been allowed for the receipt of affidavits following the end of the compliance period.
If you feel that our records are in error, you shoutd notify the CLE Commiission in writing within 30 days from the mailing of this notice.
If in noncornpliance, and no response is received within 30 days, we are required to begin the process of suspension with the Supreme Courl.




KANSAS CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION COMMISSION

400 8. i{ansas Ave., Suite 202

Topeka, KS 66603 (785) 357-6510

MCLE ANNUAL REPORT

For Compliance Period Ending June 30, 2002

19584

CALEB STEGALL
504 PLAZA DR
PERRY KS 66073-

For teports listings less than 12 CLE hours,
including 2 professional responsibility hours,
please reler 1o the additions/corrections section
below,

Reports in compliance with minimum
requirements need no further action. This
report will be filed with the Supreme Court.

Please retain this transcript for your permanent CLE file.

Apnual MCLE Requirement - 12 hours of CLE credit, including 2 professional responsibility hours.

This report indicates you are in COMPLIANCE. This document will automatically be filed as your Annual Reporl. | TOTAL
2001-2002 COMPLIANCE SEMINAR SUMMARY | HOURS

SPONSOR SEM#E TITLE DATE SEMINAR CREDITS | EARNED

''''''''''' ) Carryover from 2000-2001: | 0.0
_ I

Topeka Bar Assn 17211 LIVE: Appellate Practice & Brief Writing 1113072001 Aftendance 1.0 | 1.0
|

wWashburn Univ Law Schi CLE 20703 LIVE: Copyright Trademark & Patent Law 08/21/2002  Atlendance 2.0 | 2.0
F

Washburn Univ Law Schl CLE 20702 LIVE: Advising Stock Market Victims 06/21/2002  Attendance 2.0 | 2.0
|

Washburn Univ Law Schl CLE 20686 LIVE: Recent Developments in Criminai Law 06/20/2002  Atendance 1.5 | 1.5
|

Washburn Univ Law Schl CLE 20697 LIVE: Gambling with Indian Gaming 06/20/2002  Attendance 20 | 2.0
I

Washburn Univ Law Schl CLE 20888 LIVE: Recent Devts in Ethics & Family Law 06/20/2002  Prof, Resp. 2.0 | 2.0
l

Washburn Univ Law Schl CLE 20698 LIVE: Recent Devts in Consitutional Law 06/20/2002  Atftendance 20 | 2.0
I

Washburi Univ Law Schl CLE 20700 LIVE: Basic Oil & Gas Law Concepls 06/2172002 Attendance 20 | 2.0
I

Washburn Univ Law Schl CLE 20701  LIVE: Neg Draf & Adm of Oil & Gas Lease 06/21/2002  Attendance 20 | 2,0
I
I

Total GLE Compliance Hours: | 16.5

Including Total Prof. Resp. Hours: | 2.0

Carryover Applied to 2002-2003: | 4.5

ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS: Thirly days have been allowed for the receipt of affidavits following the end of the compliance period,
IT you feel that our records are in error, you should notify the CLE Comimission in writing within 30 days from the mailing of this notice.
If in noncompliance, and no response is received within 30 days, we are required to begin the process of suspension with the Supreme Court.




KANSAS CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION COMMISSION

400 S. Kansas Ave., Suile 202 Topeka, XS 66603

MCLE ANNUAL REPORT

(785) 357-6510

For Compliance Period Ending June 30, 2001

19584

CALEB STEGALL
504 PLAZA DR
PERRY KS 66073-

For reports listings less than 12 CLE hours,
including 2 professional responsibility hours,
pleage refer to the additi onsfeorrections section
below,

Reports in compliance with minimum
requirements need no further action. This
report will be filed with the Supreme Court.

Please retain this transcript for your permanent CLE file.
Annual MCLE Requirement - 12 houss of CLE credit, including 2 professional responsibility hours.

This report indicates you are in COMPLIANCE. This document will automatically be filed as your Annual Report, | TOTAL
2000-2001 COMPLIANCE SEMINAR SUMMARY | HOURS
SPONSOR SEME  TITLE DATE SEMINAR CREDITS | EARNED
Carryover from 1999-2000: | 0.0
I
KTLA 12747  LIVE: 14th Annl Workers Comp Seminar 01/19/2001  Aftendance 9.0 |
Prof. Resp. 3.0 | 12.0
|
|
Total CLE Compliance Hours: | 12.0
Including Totat Prof. Resp, Hours: | 3.0
Carryover Applied to 2001-2002; ] 0.0

ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS: Thirty days have been allowed for the receipt of affidavits following the end of the compliance period.
If you Teel that our records are in error, you should notify the CLE Commission in writing within 30 days from the mailing of this notice.
If in noncompliance, and no response is received within 30 days, we are required Lo begin the process of suspension with the Supreme Court.
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Kansas Continuing Legal Education Commission
Unaudited CLE Transcript

Click here to move betweaen compliance periods

| W(First | o Prev I B Next |

Tuesday, August 27, 2013

COMPLIANCE PERIOD ENDING: June

CALEB STEGALL
2564 BURNETT LANE 30, 2014

Meeded for Compliance:

Compliance Group 1 i . )
2014 Compliance Period Ending - Credits: Substantive: 8 Ethics &

Monday, June 30, 2014 professionalism: 2

This course transcript indicates the courses and distribution of CLE credits for the displayed
compliance periods.  Credit carry over into future years in accordance with Rule 802(b) are listed
in the carry over column, Credits exceeding the carry over limit are listed in the Excess Credits
column. Excess ethics credit carrles Forward as general credit,  View garry ovenr rules for
adklitional information.

. Total Posted Credits | Carry |Excess
Course Date Provtdef Course Name Credits 2014 Forwardlcredits
06/28/2013 | Washburn Univ Law Schl CLE | Selected Topics & Miscellany CLE |+ 3.005 2.005

+ = All/Partial Credits were posted to a prior pericd
If you do not see a course posted to your record, it may not have been submitted to our office.

Requirements Met or Waived: N
Total Hours Required: 10
Hours Required By: 6/30/2014

Pasting Codes

Ethics & Professionalism

]

= Law Practice Management

Substantive
Good Cause

1

= Alternate Delivery
GAL

In-House
Authoring

= Teaching

1l

—H]=lz|ajojn|v]r|m
|
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Kansas Continuing Legal Education Commission
Unaudited CLE Transcript

Click here to move between compliance periods

rlﬂ First | 4 Prev | b Next | M Last |

COMPLIANCE PERIOD ENDING: June 30, 2013

CALEB STEG
2564 BURNETT LANE COMPLIANT
LAWRENCE, KS 66044-

Campliance Group 1
20313 Compliance Period Ending :
Sunday, June 30, 2013

This course transcripl indicates the courses and distribution of CLE credits for the displayed compliance
periods.  Credil carry over into future years In accordance with Rule 802({b) are listed in the carry over
column. Credits exceeding the carry over limit are listed in the Excess Credits column.  Excess ethics credit
carries forward as general cregit,  View ganry over rules for additional information.

Course Dale Pravider Course Name Cteozi?:s POSt;’g ](_l;-.‘dil.‘s Fc(,:ra:;::r‘d (E::ec;sé
05/04/2012 | KS Dept of Administration Lgl Sect | Seminar for Government Altys * 3.005 2.005

08/17/2012 | Topeka Bar Assn KS Dept of Wildlife Legislative Update 1.005 1.005

0642772013 { Washburn Univ Law Schi CLE Selected Topics & Miscellany CLE 6.005 6.005

06/28/2013 | Washburn Univ Law Schi CLE Selected Topics & Miscellany CLE 2.00E 2.00E

0642872013 [ washburn Univ Law Schl CLE Selected Topics & Miscellany CLE 3.005 1.005 2.005

« = AllfPartial Credits were posted to a prior period
If you do nok see a course posted to your record, it may nol have been submitted to our office.

Reguirements Met or Waived: Y
Total Hours Required: 0
Hours Required By: 6/30/2013

Posting Codes
E = Ethlcs & Professionalism
L = Law Practice Management
S = Substantive
C = Good Cause
D = Alternate Delivery

G = GAL
H = In-House
R = Authoring

T = Teaching
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Unaudited CLE Transcript

Click here to move between compliance petiods

[ W{ FirsL | 4 Prev | P Next I Ml Last !
’ lay, A [ 27,2013
Tuesdoy, August 2 COMPLIANCE PERIOD ENDING: June 30, 2012
CALED STEGALL
2564 BURNETT LANE COMPLIANT

LAWRENCE, KS 66044

Compliance Group 1

2012 Compliance Period Ending :
Saturday, June 30, 2012

This course transcript indicales the courses and disiribution of CLE credits for the displayed compllance periods.  Credlt carry
aver Into [uture years In accordance with Rule 802¢{b) are listed in the carry over column. Credits exceeding the carry aver
limit are listed in the Excess Credits colomn.  Excess ethies credit carvies forward as general credil. View poity over rules for
additional [nformathsn,

Course Date Provider Course Mame CrT;;?tls Post:glczrerlits Fgﬂ:;‘: o E:g;;q
0672442011 | washburn Uriv Law Schl CLE Recent Developments in the Law = 3,006 1.005

0oy25/2011 | Natl Governors Assn Management Seminar & CLE for Gavernors' Legal Counsels 2.00L 2.00L

09/25/2011 | Matl Governors Assn Management Seminar & CLE for Governors' Legal Counsels 6.005 6.005

11/01/2011 | KBA Legtslative Canfarence-Ethics & Discipline 1.00E 1.00E

05/04/2012 | ¥S Dept of Administration Lol Sect | Seminar for Government Atlys 1.00€E 1.00€

05/04/2012 | K5 Dapt of Administration Lgl Sect | Seminar for Government Alrys 3.005 1.005 2,005

+ = AllfPartlal Credits were posted to a prior period
If you do not see a course posted to your record, it may not have been subimilted to our office.

Requiremants Met or Waived: Y
Total Hours Required: i}
Hours Required By: 6/30/2012

Posting Codes
E = Ethics & Professionalism
L = Law Practice Management
5 = Substantlve
C = Good Cause
D = alternate Dalivery

G = GAL
H = In-House
R = Authoring

T = Teaching
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| 144 Flrst | A Prev ] P Next l M Last I

Mesey, M COMPLIANCE PERIOD ENDING: June 30, 2011
CALEB STEGALL

2564 BURNETT LANE COMPLIANT
LAWRENCE, KS 66044~

2011 Comptiance Pertod Ending :
Thursday, June 30, 2011

This course transeript indicates the courses and distributlon of CLE credits for the displayed compliance
perlads.  Credit carry aver inlo future years in accardance with Rule BO2({b) are listed in the carry over
column. Credits exceeding the carry over ilmit are listed in the Excess Credits column.  Excess ethics credit
carries forward as general credit.  View garry over rules for additienal information,

Course Date Provider Course Name C—igg?é " P{)S[gg ;: le&dits ng;;t d g:ecsﬁ_ss
06/10/2010 | KS County & District Attys Assn 2010 Spring Conference + 0505 3.045

04/22/2011 | KS Dept of Administratlon Lgl Sect | Seminar for Gavernment Attorneys 1.00€ 1.00E

0472272011 | X5 Dept of Administration Lgl Sect Seminar for Government Attorneys 5.00% 5.00S

06/24/2011 | Washburn Unlv Law Schl CLE Recent Developments in the Law 1.0BE 1.00E

06/24/2011 | Washburn Unly Law Schl CLE Recent Developments in the Law 3.005 2,005 1,005

+ = AllfPartlal Credits were posted to a prier period
I you do not see a course posted to your record, it may not have been submitted to our office.

Requirements Met or Waived: Y
Tatal Hours Reguired: 1]
Hours Required By: 6/30/2011

Posting Codes
E = Ethics & Professionallsm
L = Law Practice Management
S = Substantive
C = Good Cause
D = Alternale Delivery

n

G = GAL
H = In-House
R = Authoring

T = Teaching
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Tuesday, August 27, 2013

CALEB STEGALL
2564 BURNETT LANE COMPLIANT
LAWRENCE, KS 66044-

COMPLIANCE PERIOD ENDING: June 30, 2010

Comgpliance Group 1

2010 Compliance Period Ending :
Wednesday, June 30, 2010

This course transcript indicates the courses and distribution of CLE credits for the displayed compliance

periods.  Credit carry over Into future years In accordance with Rule 802(b) are listed in the carry over

column. Credits exceeding the carry over limit are listed in the Excess Credits column.  Excess athics
credit carries forward as general credit.  View garry gver rules for additional information.

Course Date Provider Course Name C-[gé?tls POSt;g 1C {a}‘c-:dits FE::;Q: d E:ggi':
06/30/200% 2005 CARRY HOURS 2.505 2.508

06/10/2010 | K5 County & District Attys Assn 2010 Spring Conference 3.00E 3.00E

06/10/2010 | KS County & District Attys Assn 2010 Spring Conference S9.505 6.505 3.005

1f you do not see a course posted to your record, it may not have been submitted to our office.

Requirements Met or Waived: Y
Total Hours Required: 0
Hours Required By: 6/30/2010

Posting Codes
E = Ethics & Professionalism
L = Law Practice Management

S = Substantive

C = Good Cause
D = Alternate Delivery
G = GAL

H = In-House

R = Authoring
T = Teaching
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For Compliance Period Ending June 30, 2009

19584

CALEB STEGALL
2564 BURNETT LANE
LAWRENCE KS 66044-

ANNUAL MCLE REQUIREMENT: You musl certify attendance at 12.¢ hours of CLE including {2.0) Professional Responsibliity
hours for the MCLE Reporting Period {July 1- June 30).

Compliance Period 2008-2009

. Course ; ; Total Hrs
Sponsor Sem# Course Title Date Seminar Credits Earned
Carryover from 1.5
2007-2008: ’
KS Dept of LIVE: DUI
Transportation 78921 Bootcamp 5/19/2009 | Attendance 7.0
Ethics 1.0 8.0
LIVE: 2009
KS County & .
District Attys Assn 80129 gprlng 6/18/2009 | Attendance 4.0
onference
Ethics 1.0 5.0
Total CLE Compliance Hrs: 14.5
incl. Tofal Prof. Resp. Hrs: 2.0
Carryover Applied to : 2.5

Hours not recorded? Instale sponsors have 30 days to submit affidavits for approved programming. Please check back at a
later date.

For out of stale programs - Il is the attorney's responsibility to file the appropriate paperwaork. Submit the Apolication for
Approval of CLE Activity along with an agenda highlighting the sessions you attended, The Commission will issue a notice of
accredidation to you that must be signed and returned to register credit.

All attendance filings for the compliance period just ended must be received in the Commission Office by July 31 to avoid
the $50.00 Late Fliing Fee and to be eliglble for possible carryover credit,

Are you wanting teaching credit? If the program was presented to an audience of at least 51% attorneys, you should
submit the Application for Approval of Teaching Credit. Any attendance credit at the same program should be included on
that application.

Look for approved programming using the Course Search. Many provider phone numbers can be obtalned at our web slte
www. kscle,org.

Questions regarding the transcript? Contact the CLE Commission Cffice at {785) 357-6510 or email us.
Change of Addiress? Need to change your password?




KSCL.E Website : Page | of 2

Continuing Legal Education Online Transcript Back

For Gompliance Period Ending June 30, 2008

19584

CALEB STEGALL
2564 BURNETT LANE
LAWRENCE KS 66044-

ANNUAL MCLE REQUIREMENT: You must certify attendance at 12,0 hours of CLE including (2.0} Professional
Responsibility hours for the MCLE Reporting Period (July 1- June 30).

Compliance Periocd 2007-2008

. Course Seminar Total Hrs
Sponsor Sem# | Course Title Date Credits Earned
Carryover
from 2006- 1.5
2007:
LIVE: VRP-
KBA 68018 [Environmental| 6/26/2008 | Attendance 4.0 4.0
Law
LIVE:
KBA 67953 |Legisiative & | ¢oe0008 | Attendance 3.0
Case Law
Institute 1
Ethics 1.0 4.0
LIVE:
Legislative &
KBA 67978 Case Law 6/28/2008 | Attendance 3.0
Institute 2
Ethics 1.0 4.0
Total GLE Compliance Hrs: 13.5
incl. Total Prof. Resp. Hrs: 2.0
Garryover Applied to 2008-2009: 1.5

Hours not racorded? Instale sponsors have 30 days to submit affidevits for approved programming, Please
check back at a later date.

For out of stata programs - It is the attorney's responsibility to file the appropriate paperwork. Submit the
Application for Approval of CLE Activity along with an agenda highlighting the sessions you attended. The
Commission will issue a notice of accredidation to you that must be slgned and returned to register credit.

All attendance Ffilings for the compliance period just ended must be recelved in the Commission Office by July
31 to avold the $50.00 Late Filing Fee and to be eligible for possible carryover credit,
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Continuing Legal Education Online Transcript | Back

For Compliance Period Ending June 30, 2007

18584

CALEB STEGALL
2564 BURNETT LANE
LAWRENCE KS 66044-

ANNUAL MCLE REQUIREMENT: You must certify attendance at 12.0 hours of CLE including (2.0) Professionai
Responsihility hours for the MCLE Reporting Period (July 1- June 30).

Compliance Period 2006-2007

. Course Seminar Total Hrs
Sponsor Sem# |Course Title Date Credits Earned
Carryover
from 2005- 3.5
2006:
LIVE:
Legislative
KBA 53677 & Case Law 6/29/2007 | Attendance 3.0
institute 2
Ethics 1.0 4.0
LIVE:
Brown Bag .
KBA 53711 Ethics VRP- 6/27/12007 | Ethics 2.0 2.0
PM
LIVE:
Legislative
KBA 53652 & Case Law 6/29/2007 | Attendance 3.0
tnstitute 1
Ethics 1.0 4,0
Total CLE Compliance Hrs: 13.5
Incl. Total Prof. Resp. Hrs: 4.0
Carryover Applied to 2007-2008; 1.5

Haurs not recorded? Instate sponsors have 30 days to submit affidavits for approved programming. Please
check back at a later date.

For out of state programs - It is the attorney's responsibility to file the appropriate paperwork. Submit the
Application for Approval of CLE Activity along with an agenda highlighting the sesslons you attended. The
Commission whl issue a notice of accredidation to you thal must be signed and returned to register credit.

All attendance fillngs for the compliance period just ended must be received in the Commission Office by July
31 to avoid the $50.00 Late Filing Fee and to be eligible for possible carryover credit.

Page 1 of 2
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Continuing Legal Education Online Transcript

For Compliance Period Ending June 30, 2006

19584

CALEB STEGALL

2564 BURNETT LANE
LAWRENCE KS 66044-

ANNUAL MCLE REQUIREMENT: You must certify attendance at 12.0 hours of CLE including (2.0} Professional
Responsibility hours for the MCLE Reporting Period (July 1- June 30).

Compliance Period 2005-2006

. Course Seminar Total Hrs
Sponsor Sem# | Course Tifle Date Credits Earned
Carryover
from 2004- 9.5
2005:
LIVE: Prof
KBA 41547 |Resp/lJustice| 6/27/2006 | Ethics 2.0 2.0
for All -VRP
LIVE:
Purchase &
KBA 41536 |Sale of 6/27/2006 | Attendance 3.0
Business-
VRP
Ethics 1.0 4.0
Total CLE Compliance Hrs: 15,5
Incl. Total Prof. Resp. Hrs: 3.0
Carryover Applied to 2006-2007: 3.5

Hours not recorcded? Instate sponsors have 30 days to submit affidavits for approved programming. Please
check back at a later date.

For out of state programs - It Is the attorney's responsibllity to file the appropriate paperwork. Submit the
Application for Approval of CLE Activity along with an agenda highlighting the sessions you attended. The
Cammission will issue a notice of accredidation to you that must be signed and returned to register credit.

All attendance filings for the compliance period just ended must be received in the Commission Office by July
31 to avoid the $50.00 Late Filing Fee and to be eligible for possible carryover credit.

Are you wanting teaching credit? If the program was presented to an audience of at least 51% attorneys, you
should submit the Apolication for Approval of Teaching Credit, Any attendance credit at the same program
should be included on that applicatian.

Look for approved programiming using the Course Search, Many provider phone numbers can be obtained at



KSCLE Website

19584

CALEB STEGALL
2564 BURNETT LANE
LAWRENCE KS 66044-

For Compliance Period Ending June 30, 2005

Continuing Legal Education Online Transcript

Page 1 of 2

ANNUAL MCLE REQUIREMENT: You must certify attendance at 12.0 hours of CLE including {2.0) Professional
Responsibility hours for the MCLE Reporting Period (July 1- June 30),

Compliance Period 2004-2005

Sponsor Semit Course Course Seminar Total Hrs
P Title Date Credits Earned
Carryover
from 2003- 3.0
2004:
LIVE:
ERISA
ABA 33249 |Litgtn 14th | 11/11/2004 | Attendance 10.5 10.5
Annl Natl
Inst
LIVE: VRP-
Legisiative
KBA 36183 & Case 6/30/2005 | Attendance 3.0
Law Sess |
Ethics 1.0 4.0
LIVE: VRP-
Legislative
KBA 36214 |& Case 6/30/2005 | Attendance 3.0
: Law Sess
i
Ethics 1.0 4.0
Total CLE Compliance Hrs: 21.5
incl. Total Prof. Resp. Hrs: 2.0
Carryover Applied to 2005-2006: 8.5

Hours not recorded? Instate sponsors have 30 days to submit affidavits for approved programming. Please

check back at a later date.

For out of state programs - It is the attorney's responsibility to file the appropriate paperwork. Submit the

Application for Approval of CLE Activity along with an agenda highlighting the sessions you attended. The
Commission will issue a notice of accredidation to you that must be signed and returned to register credit,
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'ly the fmaie for a woman who cmat- '

ed a multimillien-doliar empire by
marketing her ewn cooking, enter-
taining and decorating visions. Her
former stockbraker, Peler E. Baca-
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Young Right Tries to Defme Post Buckley Future

By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK

In: 19.)4 when he was 28, William F.

- Buckley Jr, founded Natlonal Re-
view to bear the standard of a fledg-

ling conservative movement defined

by three comunitments: to - fight

Communism, to diminisl the federal

government and to-uphold tracl1t1on— o

alism it social affairs. .
That formulation held the move—
ment together for five decades; as
Ronald Reagan breught conserva-
tives to power, George H. W. Bush
. declared victory in the cold war and
Bill Clinton prouounced the end of
big government.. -
Now, many conservatives say, the
: current Bush administration is test-
ing that definition of conservatism as
. it has never been tested before, from
" the expansion of federal health and
education programs fo the cempaign

to remnake Irag. And as Mr. Buckley’

prepares for- tetirement by h'md:mg
over <control of National Reviéw, a
. new genelatlon of young would-be
* Buckleys is debating just what con-
servatism means when their side has
taken over Washington, and yet they
still do not feel that they hdve won.

" “Conservative'is a word that'is al-

" most meaningless these days,” said’

Caleb Stegall, 32, a lawyer in Topeka,
Kan, and a founder of The New Pan-
tagruel newpantagruel.com; an ir-
revereit Web site about’ relzglon and

pohtlcs named for the jovial drunk- .

*" Austin Bramwell, 26, of Denver,’ one:of fwe new trustees of Natlonal
Rev1ew, is aleader in- a group no lo hger characte1 ized by umforrn views.

. ard ‘created by Rabelals "It Tells you
almost nothmg about where a persan
stands on a lot of questions;” he said,
like gay marriage, stem cell re-
search, the environment and Irag.

The debate among members of the:
young rlght is unfolding on Web sites
like Mr. Stegall’s and Oxblog, oxblog
blogspot.com,” set

up by three

Rhades Scholars. it is dlscussed at
roundtables and cocktail parties or-
gamzecl ‘by groups like America’s
‘Future Foundation in Washington. In
journals for young conservatives,

they tackle subjects as hefer 0dox as

the perilsof Wal-Mart and ur ban

Continued on Page AlT

INSIDE.

Wave of Ki’dﬁ-ap.;:.iilig.s. |
Unsettles Gaza Strip

Palestinian militants in the Gaza .
Strip staged three kidnappings, seiz-

* ing four French aid workers and two
Palestinian security officials, inciud-
mg the Gaza police chief, Palestm— :
ians said. The French captives were
later freed, but one Palestinian was
still held P alestlman officials said.

. PAGEAS

No Poll Boost From Edwards

~ _John Edwards’s selection for the
Democratic ticket did not win over a
‘substantial number of voters, and a
majority feel the country should
* have stayed out of Irag, a New York
‘Times/CBS News poll said. " PAGE A8

: - by

i

US Cut.si;Ai;i to _U.N-; Agency

The Rush administration plans to
withhold funds from the Uniied Na-
tions population agency ‘because it
cooperates with activities in China’
that promote abortlon PAGE AB

_ Armstrong Closes ln on Lead

- The ﬁve-ume
_champlon Lance
Armstroug surged
into second place

utes on his major
rivals ds the Tour
de France reached
the Pyrenees, with

_' an even tougher mountain stage to-

day.- SPOR‘]‘SSJ\TURDAY PAGE B15

"1

R4

- over all and gajned
more tharn two min- -

Bolivia’s Political Awakening
Indigenous people across Bolivia

are moving to wrest power from the

ruling elite: Two vistons for Bolivia .

" willclash on Sunday in a referenduni:

. on the use of natural gas PAGE A3

_ Deal for Beleaguered Bank -

PNC Firiancial Services plans to.

- acquire the Riggs Nedtional Corpora- -

tion,which is mired ini inquiries of
p0551ble money-laundering and ter-
ror financing. BUSINESS DAY, PAGE Bl

[.oS:Alo.mos Halts R_esearch
" Los Alamos National Laboratory -

shut down all research activities in
the walké of the disappearance of two.

computer storage devices coutammg :

jmportant classified data. = PAGE A7
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:érgely out of sight. It has the energy,
and unashamed sweetness of Masse-

successiul work, though M aybe not the *
5 of lyrical beauty.that regularly res- .
his soupy melodrama and theatrical - B

implitication from defeat. .
h performance was well-prepared
+e smallish stage nicely managed. Mr.
son, & longtime campaigner, was.ear-
and henorable. As Boniface, Ednarde
1a sang with a strong healthy baritone,

1 Laperrigre, the evening’s Prior, pos-

d conflidence, restraint and elegancé —

th to make a bass role the opera’s best

~ate. .
ul Curran's production of “Hoffmann*’
mnday struck ‘a reasonahle balance be-
3 the opera’s comic surface and deeply
rbing core. Here, Olympia (Arma
ity) becomes iess the usnal mechanical
antl more a surgically induced android,
sct of an operating room. Ms. Cheisty is
ymising coloratnra soprano: nimbie of
, body and spirit. John Baril had hetter
with the orchestra than did J. David
son in the Massenet, bui then he had a
etter opera to work with.
ant Youngblood, playing all four Offen-
villaing, and Gerard Powers as Hoff-

n gave much pleasure bul were cause

vorry as well. Both youmg voices were

A scene from Offenbach’s “Conles de Hoffmann” in'a 19th-century opera house.

exhausted at the end, especially Mr. Powers
who handies this French high-tenor role
well. Maybe singing at altitudes exceeding
8,000 feet causes no injury, bu¢ pushing stiil-
developing techniques in parts like these.
may not be the best formula for longierm
careers. . o '

Julie Anne Bartholomew (Nicklausse),
Elena Kolganova (Antonia) and Jane Bun-
nell (Giulietta) took the female leads. The
Central City Opera season, which includes
“The Student Prince,” runs through the
first week of August. Last weekend's per-
formunces were packed. .

A1d's Fair Relic

Continued From Page Al

sprawl, the dangers of unfettered capital-
ism to family life, and the feared takeover of
their movement by hawkish neopconserva-
tives. . . L
In May the Philadelphia Society, a presti-

tapped Sarah Bramwell, a 24-year-old Yale
graduate and writer, to address the views of
the young right at its 40th-anniversary con-
ference. ‘‘Modern American conservatisin
began in an effort to do two things: defeat
Communism and roll back creeping social-
ism,"” she began. "“The first was obviated by
our success, the latier by our failure. So
what is left of conservatism?"”

Rearing new conservatives has long been

news organizations, a handfn! of conserva-
tive foundations has heiped build a network
of organizations to train young members of
the movement, most promineéntly the 51-
year-old Intercoilegiate Studies Institute. Tt
publishes journals and books, $ponsors fel-
lowships and administers a network of 80
conservative college newspapers. :
[ think one of the principal, even signal,
teatures of the conservative movement is
its overriding concern for nurturing young
people,” said Jeff Nelson, 39, the institute’s
.vice president for publications. '
Mr. Buckley recently chose Sarah Bram-
well’s husband, Austin Bramwell, 26, as one
of five trustees of National Review. Mr.

gious club for conservative Intellectuals, -

a snbject of keen interest to their elders. To '
~ counter what they considered the liberal
. dominance of the major universities and .

Bramwell, a clerk ior the federal appe_als o

Young Right Struggles to Define |
Political Future After Buckley

" weapons abroad or aitempts to change the

nature of life’ at home. “The conservative
project is making the case for progress’
abroad while confronting the dilemmas of
progress at home,” he said. . _

" Mr. Cohen defended the Bush administra-
tion’s preventive intervention in the Middle
East as well as its limitations on federal
financing for stem cell research.

“‘Medical progress is going to keep people
alive longer than they would have been,” he
said, I think prudent conservatives are
going to have to find some responsible way

tohave sensible government to deal with the

needs of aging generations. We have seen a
version of this in the prescription drng bill,

. and there are going to be other ghligations.”

Mr. Stegall, an evangelical Presbyterian

" and the son of 2 minister, said he shared Mr.

Cohen’s support for government social pro-
grams, but for religious reasons. He said he
and other theological conservatives had
foinded The New Pantagruel as an alterna-
tive to the politics of the clder generation o
Christian conservatives. - :
«ff 1 could sum up what we stand for in.
_one word, it would be sustainability;" be
_said. By that, he explained, he meant theo-

- logically conservative views on- sustaining
" family life, as well as typically liberal views

.on sustaining the environment and local .
communities and helping the poor. “‘For us,
those two halves are inextricably finked,”
he said. . . :

But several conservatives, young and old,
snid the greatest division in the movement
pitted. young traditionalists against their
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peaple;’” said Jelt Nelsad, 39, the mstltute 5

, vice president for publications.

Mr. Buckley recently chose Saral Bram-
well's husband, Austin Bramweli, 26, as one
of five trusiees of National Review. Mr.

Bramwell, a clerk for the federal appeals :
court in- Denver and an alumnus of the-

institute’s programs, declined to comment

" because of his job at the court.

Mr. Nelson said young conservatives’
greaiest challenge miight come from their

predecessors” success. *'Buckley started the .

conservative movement athwarl history,
yelling ‘stop,’ ' he said, **but there has been
a subtle shift {n the conservative move-
mment’s view of itself, from history’s oppo-
nents Lo destiny’s c¢hild.”

“We have a lot of conservatives who

_reflect the values .of 'the’ mainstream cul- -

ture,” he continued. ‘“There are polls that
show younger-generation conservatives

- trust the government nuch more deeply

than their parents, did.”

The increase in federal domestic spend- '
- ing under President Bush would have been

“unimaginable” to conservatives a few
years ago, he said, and so would forelgu
policies like the invasion of Irag.

" Douhts about the justification for the war
are @ common theme among young conser-
vatives. “Many conservatives, especially
since Sept 11, believe that a major, if not the

" major, calling of conservatwes today isto
_articulate and defend ‘@ certain brand of

international grand strategy,” Ms. Bram-
well argued in her address io the Philadel-
phia Society. ““1 believe this view to be not

only mistaken, but quite possibly harmful o,

the conservative movement.”! .
Still, Ms. Bramwell, who now works as
deputy press secretary for Gov. Bill Owens

.of Colorado, said in an interview that she _

nonetheless supported the war in [raq as a

chance to advance United States interests in .

the Middle East.

- Daniel McCarthy, 26, an assmtant editor
_at The American Conservative, the maga-

zine founded by Pat. Buchanan, said- that
although many of his contemnporaries ques-

| tioned ‘the war, few were willing to turn

) agamst the président, as he had.
“I say we have to go back to before the

couservative movement became a move- -

meént,” he said, “back ta when it was just a
few tormented mtellectuals who didn’t nec-

_égsarily see themselves as. a coherent

group, and even to the so-called isolationist

- and noninterventionist right. America is a

nation state. It is not meant: to be a sort of

world govermmnent in embryo, not meant-to™

be a last provider of _]usttce or seeurlty for
the entire world.”

But some young conservatlves argue that
the United States may need to become more
active, not less. Eric Cohen, 26, is the direc-

tor of the biotechnology and American de-

mocracy progranm at the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington; the editor of
its journal, New Atlantis; a consultant to the
President’s Council on Bioethics; and a
contributor to The Weekly Standard.

In an interview, he argued that conserva-

. tives needed to accept an active role for

government in dealing with advancing tech-
nology, whether rn the form of terrurlsts

- Kan,,
'.a. conservatwe but 1rreverent ‘Web ;site.

those Lwo halves are inextricably linked,"

". he said.

Bui several conser vatwes young and ‘old,
said the greatest divigion in the movetnent -

pitted young lradmonallsts agamst their

Caleb Stegall, 32 a lawyer in Topeka,
has founded newpantagruel.com,

more hbertana.n peers. Dav:d Wexgel 22,
the Tormer editor of a conservative maga- -
zime at Northwestern University, a contribu-

~tor to the libertarian magazirie Reason and

anintern at the editorial page of USA Today,
said that last spring his college paper had

. “trouble finding any conservatives on, cam-.
. pus .who supported amending the eonstltu—

fion to ban same-sex marriage.

He contended. that even young conserva-
tives who maintained a strict moral code for,
themselves were increasingly reluctant to
regulate the behavior of others. "I am per-
sonally abstinent,” he said, “and I plan t6
stay that way, but I have no problem with
international aid programs that use or dis-
tribute condoms.” .

Ramesh Ponnury, 29, a prolifu: writer for
National Review, cemplamed that the Re-

. pubhean party had been focusing on .social

issues’ becayse limited government did not

have as big.“a political payeff.’!

“There is a serious pOSSlblllly that the
libértarian wing of the conservative move-
ment. goes off in its own direction, either
breaking off or allying with the Demo—-
crats,” he said.

Mr. Buckley, however, said he was unper-
turbed. “The sweep of the Soviet challenge
was what I call ‘a harnessiig bias,-and now
that harness has come apart,” he said. “'But
I don’t think the threads are by any means,
abandoned.” He added: '“There has never

.been a movementi that doesn't go through
- this perplexion and develupment "

1
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By Terry Rombeck

Kansas

2,723,507
"Population in 2003
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Peopie, 25 or older,

degree in 2000

It
69.2%
Home cwnership rate
in 2000
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Per capita menetary
income in 1999
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Tigers are from Mars. Jay--
hawlks are from Venus.

Right? .

That notion is Emwmwbma .
. into the minds of thousands of
. ~'with a bachelor’s Kansans and Missourians as
. " they grow up.
even got national mﬁuo- .
sure this week on “The Daily -
Show with Jon:Stewart,
it was mentioned by Thomas
Frank, author of the best-sell- '
“What’s the Matter with -
Kansas?™ :

“You learn about this .s&mb
you grow up there (in Xansas)
— that we
from the people of Missouri,”
Prank said.

For more on the fo

trombeck@ljworld.com
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‘protest march since:Ch

state ended 14 vears'dg
violent Friday when demg
tors waged pitched streef:bat
with riot police before Presid
Bush arrived for a summit 0m>
Pacific leaders.

Most of the anger in mma.
march was directed at the Un’
States for the war in Hnma o
was among the nonperman
members of the U.N. Secuj
Council who did not approv:
the United States going to -

without UN. authorization.

The protest was part of an.al
native forumto the anmual sux

Flaase see ANTI-BUSH; pag

rtainment 1E-10E
iD-2D, 8D
3D-7D
8E m< Eric Weslander
2B eweslander@|jworld.com
g5 28, 2C, 108 Caleb Stegall is a Christian con-
IE | servative, but not in the way most
SE | people think of the phrase,
10E+ He opposes abortion. His four
6B | sons are home-schooled. He
decries the crassness of popular
9E | culture.
4E-5E ] But he also dislikes suburban
1C-13C | sprawl, questions whether unfet-
2C, 10E | tered business growth is a good
355 74 pages thing and tries to grow his own

i

i

33718700001 % " 6

food whenever possible on his
farnily’s 18-acre plot of land near
Perry. _

Stegall believes many of the
country’s probléms come from
unrestrained individualism, and

‘New Pauntagruel,” {

he doesm’t merely prictice what he
believes. He preaches it on the
Internet as editor-iz-chief of “The
£ Christian-ori-
entéd political journal that’s
attracting nationalattention.

“I think that ourjournal really is
at the crossroads of politics and
religion,” said Stezall, a 33-year-
old graduate of Lawrence High
School and the Kinsas University
School of Law.

Stegall's site, www. gﬁm»uﬁ-
gruel.com, has been published

Plelse see LOCAL, page 4A

I

©® Area Christians question
whose values swayed the
presidential election. Page 1E
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Local conservative’s
- Web stte gains
‘national attention

© CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

only since January, but it’s
catching on. He was featured
this summer in a New York
Times article about a group of
young thinkers trying to rede-
fine the nation’s conservative
movement. .

«To me the political right and
left are to a large exient holding
hands under- the table;*. said
Stegall, who works as ‘anattor-
ney. for Foulston .

Siefkin in Topeka. 5?‘] thlnk that - Plutocracy, and
“You can. take the | h t oy Abortion” -
what were . Several of 'the

rhiétoric of thepro-:
choice movement
on -the left and
apply ittgeconom-
ic principles, and...
you have a George
Bush speech.”

‘He and his wife,
Ann, have four
sons, ~.ages 2
through 9, whom
she home-schools.

"advocatingisa
‘respect for and an
acknowledgment
&Fthie natural .7 ' "Ralph Nader in
constraints that
areonallof
human fife.”

traffic at the site has grown
steadily since early summer,
from about 1,000 readers per
week to between 5000 and
10,000 per week: .. T
The site’s contributors come
across as exasperated with the
state of two-party politics. One
writer recently said he saw the
choice between Republicans
and Democrats:.as;:a choice
between “Imperialism, Plutoc-
racy, and Capital Punishment™
: and “Impetialism,

site’s editors wrote
‘recently that they
voted for Green
Party candidate

4000,: :either
because  they
believed in his

they wanted to give
-a hoost to third

The two met while -
attending Geneva. .
College; a Christian liberal-arts
school in Pennsylvania, and
now much of the work he does
is in commercial lifigation.
TTalk with Stegall for a while,
st Ul alvtnhear him

- — Caleb Stegall

party politics.
© “Somebody Wl

thinks abortion is a bad: idea;
and so is capital punishment,

and so is going to war with peo-
ple because it:seems like fun at

close by, the end of the yeas,
victim of too much competi-
tion and not enough resources, -

ideals or because |’

Grammer figures he’d need
$20,000 a menth to spend on
advertising to counter the
strength of Nebraska Furniture
Mart, Home Depot, Best Buy
and Factory:Direct Appliance ’
— four larger competitors who
have entered the Lawrence-
area market since Grammer
and his wife, Virginia, bought
the downtown store in- 1996:
But with sales off 35 percent.
since the 9-11 ‘terror-attacks.
three years ago, the Grammers.
no longer have enough shoney
available. to retain the storé
longtime business plan: Offet.
top brands, free delivery, of
staff service and person
attention to customers, all from
a little 2,000-square-foot shog:
in the heart of downtown. '
Moving, the store’s $200,00(
inventory is tough whena com-
petitor can cleat that muchina
single day. B

S . i N
‘business decision’
g-gtrictly a business deci-

rry Grammer said.

”

' ices. ) ;

“The Hanna's exit again will
leave downtown without one of
its stalwart businesses, .ash}jl}e

thetime — who is he supposed

to vote for?” asked Thoma

central business dis
b ol

s been cut into too -
i .tomers from Eudord, Baldw

HANNA'S, AN -APPLIANCE STORE
been in Lawrence fot five decade

along the city’s aver-expandi
borders.
Hanna’s still attracts ¢t

Lecompton, Topeka and es
the Kansas City aréa, ]
Grammer said, b ;
ation.cfimajo

but




LALC WiALLE DLERLY ML, a VWAL,
and you're likely to hear him
mentioii both “the culture of
death” — referring to abortion
—- and “the ugliness of subur-
banism.”

‘He said many on the political
right didn't define “moral val-
ues” as broadly as they should
to include environmentalism.

Lawrence's growth, for
example, concerns Stegall. He
said the question of whether -
Lawrence “gives in to unre-
strained progress and unlimit-
ed consumption of land ... and
putting up of strip malls and
big-box centers” is a question
of moral values.

He believes true conser-
vatism is about sustainability:
of families, traditions, the
Earth. . A

“] think that what we’re advo-
cating is a respect for and an
acknowledgment of the natural
constraints that are on all of
hurnan life,” he said. “It’s really
an agricultural metaphor: Are
we putting back into the soil
everything we're taking out of
it?” v

Readership growing

The New Pantagruel is
named after the protagonist of
a 16th century novel by Fran-
cois Rabelais. It's aimed mostly
at a Christian audience because
Stegall and his associates —
many of whom he met while
wiiting for a similar journal in_
the late 1090s — fear tradition-""
al Christianity has bought too
much into mainstream, secular
values. .
. But much of the site’s content
. is political, With help from the
New York Times exposure,

R STES

‘On the farm

to vote for?” asked Thomas
Heilke, an associate professor
of political science at KUand a
contributing editor to The New
Pantagruel. o o

“The Stegall f il’j?’s. Fural

. hémestead, not far from the

home of Stegall’s (ather, reflects
Stegall's desire to create “a

place that’s going to be a real.
for our kids! lives.” |

presence

Having children; he said, was_
one of the major experiences
that’s shaped his. intellectual
life. He’s also been influenceéd

by Nader and the environmen- |..

talist writer Wendell Berry.

pfdgre's’s,-;i the frée

the dispiriting asp_ects-B"f popu-| |-

lar culture,” hesaid. = .
Many of the problems he
sees with society — abortion,

divorce, gas-guzzling SUVs — |

Be attributes to “nihilistic indi-
vidualism.” o
People aren’t rooted in tradi-

tions, places or communities

anymore, he said, and they pur-
sue their own freedom of
choice without regard to larger
concerns. ' '

«T.S. Eliot wrote that ‘Love of
one’s-country begins with love
of one’s own field,” Stegall said,
standing in his front yard-on a
recent evening with the chil-
dren playing around him. “Not
many people have the sense of
love of their own field.”

Stalf writer Eric Wesiander can be reached at
832-T146..

Evidence might show |

of huma 1

Los Angeles Times

A South Carolina archeolo-
gist says he has evidence that
humans were camping along
the Savannah River 50,000
years ago, long before most
researchers believe our ances-
tors reached this continent.

Albert C. Goodyear ITT of the
University of South Carolina
has excavated what appears to
be a hearth in the lower levels
of the famous Topper'site in a
South Carolina quarry where
researchers have been digging
for mor’e'Ehan 20 vyears. The

L LRt -

~ gites in South  America’are.|

claimed to be 30,000 years old
or older, but researchers are
not in agreement about

whether those sites contain.

human tools of just rocks that
have flaked and weathered
until they look like tools.

«Most of the conservative | :

from big-ticket retau fo rescau-
rantsg, bars, entertainment
venues and specialty shops.
Stoneback Appliance moved
out a few years ago, heading to

.| its current home in the Hill-’
|| crest Shopping Center at Ninth

and Towa streels, Raney Drug, -
].C. Penney, Woolworth’s and a
handful of car dealerships all
used to call downtown home,
replaced by K_inl{o’s,:auaptique
mall, bookstore d. ‘éther
shops that can survive and even -

thrive’ despite national schains
and other retailers popping up

MLLACTL SELEE T BALG L Wb Ll L2 L
Hanna's offers Ainana,
tag, Frigidaire and Jen
products, Virginia Gra
said, but larger stores
more models from those
plus a wide array of othey
ucts that a downtown
front couldn’t possibly st
“It's becoming really
enf downtown, with all )
ing places going in,” sh
“An appliance store, now
is so big that there are ju
of choices that a small
can't offer. We can, if"}
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FWSPAPER EDITOR GENE ROBERTS ONCE 10 ted,
“jlany impor{anlt stories dor't break. They
seep, irickle and ooze. Let's be sure we are
‘covering the coze.”

Here’s some ooze: Local idiosyncrasy isin,
uniformnity is out. Locavores emnphasize foods
grown nearby. Microbreweries create locally
crafted drinks. In politics, vo ters strike back
against one-size- fits-all Obamacare. In
gkyscrapers and baliparks, postmoclemist

struchures with nooks and crannies have replaced boxy
buildings and coolde-cutter stadiums.

PBreaking stories are easy to cover pecause they are
action-oriented events at specillc times and places. Ooze is
Dbarder because it requires juxtaposing changes that initially
may not seem related. Here are seveit:

» The baby boom gerieration (people born belween 1946 an
1964} ploneered divorce rates and two-career couples. Many
among the baby bust crowd (born in the late 1g6os and 19708
and redubbed Generation X after Douglas Coupland in 1991
published a novel with that title) rebel against that.

» Many commercials seerm less focused on achieving
prominence in the world and more on the satisfactions of
family and communnity. The popular Volkswagen ad premiered

during the Super Bowl shows a mom giving her son 4 sandwich
and the dad coming home from work. Gen X bDlogger Penelope
Trunk sees in such commercials «Gen X values front and
center. . . . We like being home t¢ make our kids peanut butter
and jelly. You could not sell Baby Boomers with this. They think
it's lame to sit in a kitchen waiting for your kid to be hungry. We
like having a male breadwinner and we're not afraid to say it”
b The media movement two decades ago was toward more
centralization, with UsA Today and networks riding high. Now
the hot area of interest is localism and hyper-localism, with
niew journalistic wehsites aimed at small geographic areas
popping up and national media like A0L, GNN, and MSNBC
seeding neighborhood publications.
" » The average American drove less in zo1o than in 2000. The
mumber of cominercial [lights now is the same as on Sept. 10,
2001, even though America has more people. Mobility declined
throughout the past decade, with not even one out of 10
American households changing a2ddresses in 2010. Yes, higher
gasoline prices have curtailed some driving, security
procedures have curtailed some fiying, and decliming property
values have crushed many hopes of upward mobility—but the
reasons for change seem more than material.

» An American's igth-century question upon first meeiing
another often was “Who are your people?” The 20 th-century
question was “What do you do?” The question in the 215t
century is “Where do you live?” Many people put roots above
shoots, choosing to live ina place rather than moving to
advance a caTeer, -

» An emphasis on local control of government, local
production and consumption of goods, and local culture is
popular among young Christians. Their favor:

a pre-baby-boom author and Kentuclky farer, 76 -year-old
Wendell Berry, Berry praises reverence for God and life, the

ite authot is often

pleasures of good work, good food, and Frugalily. He says those
be found in healthy rural communities

joys are more likely to
that value smail farms and don't overdose on technology.
lesce politically through

» Many Christians used to coa

national organizations like the Moral Majorily, the Christian
Coalition, and Focus on the Family, but some ol them went out
of business or losi steam, The big political story of 2010 was the

grawth of the decentratized Tea Parly movement,

These cozes may coalesce in the growth of localism, but I'm

uot the best analyst of that, for localisin is foreign to my
experience. On oceasional sleepless nights [ now recite ta
myself the 23rd Psalim, and it aimost always works. In past
years, since counting sheep.didn't work, 1 counted places lived
in {43 different houses or apartments for at least a month, in 14
states} or slept in: close to 700 This homework made me realize
that, like many paby boomers, have no real home.

So I interviewed some [rom Generation X who have a home.
Working off reader nominations of thoughtful and passionate
Christians under 40 {see WORLD, July 3, 2010}, I've found
young men and wormnen who understand that they are
Christian pilgrims in this world—but they expect to stay in one
place, making friends and being of service, unless and until
God moves them on. _ '

Caleb Stegall is 39 and has spent about go percent of his life

within 20 miles of the place in northeastern Kansas where he
was born, a radius that includes the state czipital and a state
university. He’s been Jefferson County's district attoruey; earlier,
he created and edited an Internet journal, The New Pantagruel,
that received national attention as a traditionalist voice.

After graduating from law school Stegall had job offers fromn
all over the country. He and his wife “thought really long and
hard about going and there was a lot of attractiveness, not the
ieast of which was the starting salary, but in the end we decided
to stay or stay commited to our place. I took a job in Topeka”




‘Why? they hiad two sans af that time (three
more now) and wanted a good place L0 raise kids,
but also a goad place 1o raise themselves: Stegall
says, “We lose and leave behind a lot when we
conceive of society a8 this great \adder ta climb.
Ouy eyes are always on the next rng up, and what
i left hehind never gets a packward glance. This
hasledtoa tremendous amount of dispossession
and displacement: gpiritual angst, and also real-
world destruction and exploilation of different
places and people. djdm’t want to have any part

of that, 50 we madé the decision to stay.”
Stegall has seen dislocation and disruption in
the lives of kids he grew up with who headed ‘o
the bright lights: Most “have
fspen very dissatisfed.”
Stegall himself becameé dis-
satished with his work in
commercial litigation at 2
Topeka law firmm, where
he represented “Jarge
corporations suing each
other most of the time.”
He didr't want to be “justa
in this economic machine,”
so after a few years he returned o his rural
county, hung out 4 shingle, and practiced 1aw ina
town of goo people, aysing my fools 1o [x prob-
lems. That’s gratifying, and that’s what it means to
be part of the commumnity.”
Stegall recently did take 2 job a few miles down
. the road as chief counsel to new Kansas Governor
Sam Brownback, who himself was coming home
after 14 yearsasa 11.S. senator. Stegall has no
Washington plans, though: “The pOWeTS ofa
centralized economy and state are so great fhat
your chances of effecting change are much greater
in a place where you actually wield some influence,
as opposed to just being 2 srnall, small piece in the
big machine.”

Victoxia Cobb, 32, offers a sirnilar comparison
of Washington versus gtate capitals. Asa college
student in Richmond, the losing capifalin the
Civil War, she was excited about an jnternship in
the winning capital where power Tow resided:
«yp's a glitzy thing: You think, ‘Wow, everything
happens in D.C” Butin the last semester of
Ther senjor year she worked for the
Family Foundation of Virginia, a state
jevel affiliate of Focus o1t the Family,

- and “saw the tremendous difference
between what happens in
Washington, D.C. and in Richmond.”

Cobb is now president of the
Family Foundation but still recalls
that difference: “In Washington
you trail a lobbyist to wait, 10 wait,
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don’t see how the better society Reihan and I both want to see
come into being is going to happen absent a serious spiritual
reawakening. It’s certainly not that one has to be religious to be
moral, but absent an overwhelming spiritual mandate, why
would you choose to do the economically foolish thing and have
big families, or sacrifice a second income so Mom can stay home
and take care of the kids? More fundamentally, without religion,
how do you build an ethical system powerful encugh to stand up
to a mainstream media and commercial culture that propagates
itself by exploiting with staggering skill humanity’s innate vices
of lust, greed, vanity, and egotism? John Adams suggested that
you cannot. Alasdair MacIntyre says outright that you cannot,
and that the nineteenth and twentieth centuries have proven the
Enlightenment philosophers wrong.

However observant one may or may not be, an active reli-
gious imagination —an ability to see the material world in spiri-
tual terms—1is key to the crunchy-con worldview. But there is
more than one way to live out a crunchy-con spirituality.

The Protestant

Caleb Stegal! is a thirty-three-year-old lawyer, husband, and
father of four who lives on a farm near Lawrence, Kansas. He
and his wife, Ann, homeschool their kids, grow as much of their
own food as they can, and are working hard to recover the skills
of self-sufficiency that were lost in our parents’ generation. They
are lifelong conservative Presbyterians, as distinct from mainlin-
ers. However, Caleb now serves as an elder in a Presbyterian
church that’s closer to the vast evangelical mainstream than he’s
comfortable with. '

In fact, he said that much of the way he and his family live and
think about their faith and its impact on their lives is “strongly
countercultural to mainstream Evangelicalism.” So why do they
identify with Evangelicalism? Because, Caleb explained, with
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the mainline having largely crossed over to the progressivist side
of the grear American religious divide, Evangelicalism is just
about the only vibrant option left for orthodox Protestants,

From the outside, American Evangelicalism has a cultural
vigor that Catholics can only envy. What’s not to Lke? T asked
Caleb. For starters, he said, Evangelicalism suffers from an igno-
rance of Christian history, and does not appreciate the intellec-
rual depth and spiritual rigor in the church’s tradition.

“And there’s a tendency to be taken in by the latest and the
greatest thing,” he said. “Evangelicals have a great deal of energy
and zeal, and that’s a good thing. It’s borne great fruit in some
ways. But it’s tempered hardly at all by depth and rootedness.
That’s the dynamic you see at work with a lot of zealous move-
ments and 5o on that don’t put roots down very deep. One year
i'll be The Passion of the Christ, and the next year it’s Rick War-
ren and The Purpose Driven Life. There’s a lot of susceptibility
in Evangelicalism to cultural shifts.”

That’s why you can see the self-help sentimentality of middle-
class American culture playing itself out in sometimes embar-
rassing ways among evangelicals. Evangelical friends of mine
who have been 1o the annual Christian Booksellers Association
convention come back aghast, as if they’d beheld kitsch-mad
moneychangers in the temple. For Caleb, this hunger for
Chicken Soup for the Soul therapeutic religion is not just an
evangelical problem.

“It’s a cultural issue,” he said. “There’s not much preparation
in our lives today for deferred gratification, and the validity and
value of working harder for something. Gerting to the depth of
the church’s history and teachings is hard work. We want to feel
better, and fee] better now.”

More fundamentally, Caleb believes, the evangelical church
has to grapple with the central cultural role of the family, and
especially the “necessity of children.” He’s talking abour having
more than the requisite 2.1 children per couple. You find that a
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surprising number of crunchy cons have larger than normal fam-
ilies, despite the financial hardships. ) _

“Birth control is a real issue for evangelicals,” he said, startling
my Catholic ears. “My own view is that how a community.
approaches that issue is going to be very telling with respect to
any other issue that comes up. There’s an unlegislatable mandate
to communities to be faithful to future generations, which means
replacing yourself, or exceeding the replacement rate. When a
community’s healthy, it will do that, and it will only do that
when people essentially love the community more than they
love themselves.” .

Caleb is a founder and editor of a smart, edgy webzine called
the New Pantagruel, which published soie .eye-opening criti-
cism of the GOP during the 2004 campaign. I asked him how he
felt about the popular perception that the evangelical church is
merely the Republican Party at prayer.

“I think it’s awful,” he said. “Which is not to say good things
aren’t being done as the evangelical church works to gain influ-
ence in the Republican Party. But if that’s the sum and substance
of what the church is, then it’s completely abdicated its true role,
which ought to be higher and deeper and broader and wider than
that.”

Caleb is a Republican, and has always voted GOP. Yet he sees
the party as having more in cominon with the Deniocrats than
with his kind of conservatism. Why? Because Republicans view
the individual as sovereign, and freedom of individual choice as
the highest good. The midcentury conservative theorists who
advanced a more family-oriented, communitarian politics —
Caleb cites men like T. S. Eliot, Russell Kirk, Eric Voegelin, the
Southern Agrarians — have been given little or no voice in the
contemporary Republican party.

“Their natural home is in the church, and to the extent that the
church speaks the language of Republican politics, it loses that
older, deeper, truly conservative political philosophy, which
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advocates rootedness, continuity over time, order, and fidelity to
a higher good,” he said. “And that higher good is expressed reli-
giously in the transcendent, and in our lives in terms of our con-
nection to family, communiry, and the land.”

Do you ever get the teeling that conservarive Christians are in
some ways fighting the wrong culture war? 1 asked him.
Absolutely, he said; the culture war is beside the point of what’s
really important to religious believers. Too many Christians

busy themselves trying to figure out how to change the political

culture, but they’re not noticing how the culture is changing
them, and the church. :

“The question is not what do we do with this culture, bu
what do I do with myself? It’s not about lifestyle. It’s about fig-
uring out the difficult complexities of our own lives, and how to
resist the disordering pressures of our age,” he said. “It’s exceed-
ingly difficult, and calls for a lot of sacrifice and probably false
choices. That to me is far more important than any political
action point that people may rally around.”

We talked for a bit about how dismaying it is to live in places
that are as Christian and conservative as any in America— Dallas,
Texas, and Lawrence, Kansas-and yet see traditional Christian
values making so little apparent difference in the lives many con-
servative believers lead. A lot of people don’t know it, but north-
eastern Kansas, where the Stegalls live, is one of the most
prosperous areas of the country. Like North Texas, where I live,
there are a lot 'of country-club Republicans around, Caleb said,
and you see materialism play itself out in conservative church life.

“That’s disturbing, and ought to be disturbing, but people don’t
feel comfortable saying it. If you say that progress and unhindered
free markets are not unmitigated goods, and that we conservatives
ought to be thinking of this, the kind of Republicanism we have
now calls you a hiberal or a traitor to conservatism,” he said. “We
need that critique now on the right, and if it’s not going to come
from the church, I don’t know where it’s going to come froin.”
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When asked about the future of Evangelicalism in America,
Caleb says it can only survive in a meaningful sense in material cul-
ture if it reconnects with the depth of its sixteenth-century
Reformed tradition — and beyond. There has to be a renewed open-
ness to Roman Catholicism, and the insights to be found in pre-
Reformation Christianity, Otherwise, in time, Catholicism will be
the “only game in town,” meaning the only expression of Chris-
tianity with the depth and awareness to challenge the wider culture.

“There is a strong understanding of the sacramentality of all
of life, the sacramental nature of all things, in the Protestant tra-
dition, but evangelicals have a very stunted understanding of
what that means. There’s very little sense of that in the way most
evangelicals live their lives,” he said. (It’s true for Cathalics, too.)

“George Santayana is one of my intellectual mentors,” he
continues. “He wrote a brilliant essay on the American sensibil-
ity, and he described American materialism as a moral material-
ism. That’s how I’ve come to think of evangelicals. It’s the
underlying material view of life, which essentially says this is just
stuff all around us, stuff to be manipulated however we want,
without regard for the transcendent order. Overlaying that is a
moral goodness, this sense that there should be a strong work
ethic —you know, the thrifty good American. That’s the picture.

“But for Ann and me, the decisions we’ve made have been out
of trying to recapture some of that, that sense of all of life being
sacred, getting close to the land, growing as inuch of our own
food as we can, even homeschoolmg.”

In fact, on the night we spoke, Caleb was preparing to quit his
fast-track job in a prestigious law firm to open his own office—
for the sake of his famnily.

“I hope it won’t put me in the poorhouse. But even that is con-
nected to what we're talking about — this desire to move closer to
home, to develop more of a home economy and be wnore con-
nected to community,” he explained. “As I’ve talked to people
about my decision to leave, their jaws hit the floor. Giving up a
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potential partnership in the state’s largest law firm to be closer to
my family doesn’t compute to a lot of people.”

Meanwhile, he’s going to continue working on the New Pan-
tagruel, which he and his colleagues are committed to making
into a prophetic conservative voice shot through with Rabelai-
sian wit. Caleb said, “We stake out our position as being called to
a renewal of the kinds of cultural order that people like Russell
Kirk and Eric Voegelin talked zbout, and a call to church renewal
at all levels. We’re finding out that conservatives are very open to
hearing what we’re saying.”

. Before we ended our conversation, I asked him why he was
determined to stick It out in evangehical Protestantism, even
though he was such 2 strong critic of it. Because, he said, that’s
where his roots are. He and his family are committed to that tra-
dition, as many generations before them have been, and to their
particular church. Even if there are disagreements with others in
that faith communiry, and things they would like to see done dif-
ferently, the Stegalls believe in sticking.
~ “The modern answer to everything is to just move down the
street,” said Caleb. “1 refuse to do that.”

The Catholic

As a frequent peruser of Catholic blogs, I kept tripping over the
comments by a guy named Maclin Horton, and finding myself
agreeing with most everything he said. I thought that this guy
had to be some sort of crunchy con. One day I was Googling for
information about a cherished but defunct Catholic magazine
called Caelum et Terra, which in its heyday (1991-1996} was the
closest thing crunchy-con Catholics ever had to their own jour-
nal. Turns out that Maclin Horton was one of its founders! { had
to find out more about him.

Crunchy Gons /

Mac s a fifry-six-year-old Catholic conwv:
in Alabama, and working at an area cc
Karen, have three grown children and

home. When I contact him, I ask Mac

(Latin for “heaven and earth”), why he h
failed.

Mac explained that it was a journal :
dissatisfied with the standard left-right ¢
church and in society.

“It was by and for people who ure
Catholic tradition and the culrure of the
in Catholicism, and who see both the n

‘mamstream left as being hostile, albeit ;

tradition,” Mac recalled. “Maybe in the
it was for Catholics who seek contact -
physical and cultural as well as a metapl

After five years of exhausting labc
folded. There weren’t enough subscribe
among the Catholic establishment. Mo
and partisans have resurrected it, at k
where Mac and others keep a daily jour
observations.

His journey into Catholicism was
intensely religious child, he was raised :
became an Episcopalian, and ended ug
generation older than I am; while [ was
a devout counterculturalist—untl he ¢
establishment stance was a pose that
self-descructive hedonism. .

Yet when he rurned his back on the
he didn’t return to the establishment. Ins
icism as a more sane and truthful respon
which he first rebelled. I asked Mac if
stream American culrure is worth fighti

“Well, in a sense I have accepted 1t,
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Jefferson County attorney candidate Caleb
Stegall chats about primary election

July 29 2
This chat has already taken place. Read Ihe transcript below.

Caleb Stegall, Perry attorney, is running for Jefferson Counly attomey, a posilion currently held by Mike
Hayes,

Moderator:
Hi, this is reporier Mike Belt, | will be the moderator for our chat this aflemoon wilh Caleb Stegall, a
Perry atiorney who is running for Jefferson Counly attorney. Welcome, Caleb.

Caleb Stegali.
Thanks Mike, it's good lo be here.

Moderator:
Let's get right lo ok first quesiion:

gdiepanly:
If elected, whal area would you try to strengthen in \he office?

Caleb Stegall:

Thanks for the question. There are a number of areas needing strenglhening in the Jeferson Counly
Allormey’s office. First, It is vital [o the office to increase he level of law enforcement and number of
proseculions in Jeferson County. Currently Jefierson Counly ranks 302nd out of 105 Kansas counties
in per-capita felony dispositions. We need to bring those rates back up. In addition, the level of trust
between our County Altorney's office and our local law enforcement agencies has really suffared in
recent years. One of my lop priorilies will be to restore lhose cooperative relationships with law
enfarcement.

Grump:
You have represented Fhill Kiine In lhe aborlion records lawsuil. Do you consider Phill Kline as a role
model for a prosecutor?

Should Roe v. Wade be overdurned? Should Giiswold v Connecticut {which provides a right to
contraception) be overlurned? Will you use the office of Jeflerson County Attorney (o pursue
ovarurning gither Roe or Griswold?

Will you continue to represent Phill Kline if you are elected Jefferson Counly Allorney?

Caleb Stegall:

Grump, yes, | have represented District Atlorney Kline during the civil proceedings before the Kansas
Supreme Courl. Because |he case is ongoing, il would nol be proper for me to discuss the detalls of
the case or offer opinions regarding my cllent. | will say that ILis gratilying, professionally, lo be
recognized by many acrass Ihe stale and in the region as an atlorney wilh lhe abilily to handle some of
our mosl high-profile and contenlious legal matters.

with regard to the question of aborlion, | am pro-ife and politically a federalist. On jegal grounds, |
believe Roe v Wade o be a weak decision and believe [hal the matter is best left to slate control.

No, | do not believe the oflice of county attorney has any real ability to overlurn any United States
Supreme Courl opinion.

http://www2 Ljworld.com/chats/2008/jul/29/caleb_stegall/?print
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Change™ -- 0425063 a4t Woodngdl Aaditotium 26
COrMenis

Maoderatar:
Caleb, what kinds of cases do you normally handle as private attorney? Won'l becoming a proseculor

be a big change, if you are alected? Do you see it being difficull lo make a swilch? Fity's Collection of Record Proportions 3 cominenls

Savanmnah Gremer, lell, and Kebie Fag) enjoy m
Caleb Stegall: Asian dugion wespiresd dinmer by chel tdelinda Hoeder

Thanks for Ihe good gueslions Mike. In my private law praclice | handle a wide variely of malters. 1 lefl August 22, 20101 eomineat

a large [aw firm in Topeka lo open a small-town praclice with lhe goal of being a general prachlioner. | Lawsrence sculptor Jim firothers | soinimen
nandle quite a bit of Ihe legal wark for a number of our small businesses in Jefferson Counly along with
all kinds of dispules and other matlers for various folks who need represenlation. | alse do a good bit of
work for various political advocacy greups and grass roois movemanis al the Slate House in Topeka.
For example, | am general counsel for Americans for Prosperity, a group advocaling iax reform and
governmenl ransparency, and | also serve on lhe executive commitiee for Audubon of Kansas, our
staie’s Jarges! grass-rools conservation group. Finally, | have developed a niche of sorls in Ihe area of
polilical trials and pelitical and campaign related dispules.

hitaiz

glcookieds:

Mo queslion. | am just glad lo see him run againsi Mike Hayes. Mike has a real atlitude. If he likes you
he will do anything to keep you from geliing Ihe harshest punishmenl and vise versa. He is very
aroganl, and needs lo relire form his position. | have been told so many limes that everyone is
replaceable. And thal maans for Mike. We need a new face in Ihe syslem. thal will see bolh sides and
nol just ane. Good luck Caleb! Walling to see yout in Ine cour room as CA

GCaleb Stegall:

i appreciate 1he kind words and well wishing. | do believe Ihat for lhe health of our demacracy,
especially in rural America, It is vilal Ihat people remain engaged in Ihe political process, and this
means having choices. Thal is one of the reasons | decided o run.

Moderator:

Mike Hayas has a standing policy of nol lalking io the media. We are told thal every time one of our
reporiers calls his office with questions. That policy has extended to his run for re-eleclion. We
undersiand there are cerlain 1hings a proseculor can't talk aboul concerning cases, but whal would
your policy be? How open would you be not just to lhe media but 1o the public in general?

Caleb Stegall:

Mike, you're right, prosecutors are govermed by cerlain ethical rules which reslrict how much they can
speak to the media. However, 1hose rules have never been intended lo cut off prosecutorial matters
entinzly from public scrutiny. | have a firm commitment to transparency and oponness at all levels of
governmenl, and thus my policy wilh regard to the media would refiect a desire lo allow as much public
access o the working of public officials as is prudent glven the circumstances and allowable under the
various rules that apply.

1'wauld also add, somewhal in answer lo your earlier guestion which | did not fully address, hat
lawyers handle a very wide variety of matters. So in some ways, being a prosecutor would be a change
for me. However, the common faclor in every legal matler is solving a client's problems and
mainlaining a relationship of trusl, | have said repeatedly that lhe Counly Attorney's office is lhe
people’s law firm. [t ought to have an open door policy and really listen to its clients, the cltizens of the
counly. Thalis an area | intend to improve upon over cusrent practice.

Maoderator:

That is all the time we have for this chal. Thanks to those of you who have submitted questions, and
Caleb, lhanks for joining us. Do you have an e-mail address where people can send you additional
guesiions?

Caleb Stegall:
Thanks Mike and the JW for inviting me. | enjoyed challing with you and your readers. | would be
happy to answer any queslions al my campaign e-mail address: stegallforcountyattorney@gmail.com.
Thanks again|

Prini  Comment
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Reconnecting with Reality: An Interview
with Caleb Stegall

Caleb Stegall is editor of The New Pantagruel, an online
magazine with a radically new vision for humanity and the
world--one that's neither left nor right-wing, but rooted in
ancient tradition, nature, and Christian revelation, We spole
to him about what's wrong with the modem world-—and what
wea should do about it

gy David L. Jones

How did the New Pantagruel get started?

The founders of The New Patagrual, myself and my
chief co-conspirator Dan Knauss, had been very loosely
affiliated with an earlier print journal called
Re:generation Quarterly, which folded in the spring of
2003, Dan and I had corresponded extensively in the
year or so preceding RQ's demise, and had hashed out
much of what later became the peculiar religiols,
political-philosophical, and aesthetic heart of The New
Pantagruel, We had been corresponding with the editors of RQ pushing in this
direction when the funding was pulled. It proved to be a bilessing as we were
able to take the ideas we had been working on and strike out with something
entirely new and different.

Why The New Pantagruel? Why now?

whether consciously or not, we are, I think, trying to articulate a means of
coping with and resisting the pressures of the day, as what Dan has called
"god-haunted heirs of a dying or at least deeply threatened and attenuated
transcendental faith."

Where did the name come from?

I had been reading Rabelnis' Gargantua and Pantagruel at the time and was
toying with some kind of resurrection of the Carnivalesque as a possible
mediating force between religion and modernity.

The image of "Carnivalesque’ seems Catholic...

A number of commentators have mentioned that tMP has something vaguely
"Catholic" about it. I find thal fascinating.

I don't think this evocation of the

Carnivalesque is necessarily "Catholic," s o QUQCE to vote
but I think I understand the : an anti-abortion
transposition of the two because " ticket if in one’s life

Protestants have never excelled at C g : "
evoking the Carnivalesque. In one of there is no drive and

the Ironic twists of the Reformation, the - discipline towards
Protestant desire to arrive at a "critical” . holiness.
understanding and implementation of '

tradition ended up closing off the Carnivalesque spaces In society.

Catholic cuiture on the other hand, with its ordering of life around the ritual
of the Mass, is better situated to foster such spaces.

http://oldarchive.godspy.com/reviews/Reconnecting-with-Reality-Interview-with-Caleb-St...  8/27/2013
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Why do you think the Carnivalesque can be a mediating force
between religion and modernity?

The carnival represented by Rabelais' work, and others—Pushkin, and
Bruegel in his painting "The Battte of Carnival and Lent" for example—is a
space where, for a time at least, the disparate elements of culture and
society are brought together and shorn of pretense. The Prince and the
Peasant, the Priest and the Penitent share the stage; they may trade places;
for a while it may even be difficull to distinguish one from the other. It
functions as a way to subvert "official" culture and hold at arm's length the
worst abuses of society by fostering communal exposure to a shared and
received tradition through which the commonwesalth can recognize and
reorient itself towards the spiritual order and Lranscendent ground which lies
behind and above the mundane everyday orders of politics, power, religion,
and money,

In a religious sense, the carnival symbolizes existence as a cosmic drama In
which we are mere players, unsure of the script, and ignorant of the ending.
The rituals of Christian worship and the pageantry of communlon and
baptism and other rites and passages foster such spaces when the religious
sense Is not closed by a desire to arrive at a closely held critical
understanding of faith and doctrine.

Interestingly, when the ritualistic spaces shrink and are closed off, the effect
is a rise In the importance of the official culture of the "public” square.

How does that happen?

The intramundane orders of life end up being embodied in the state and
usurp the primacy of the spirit in the ordering of human life. This process is
really the process of secularization in the West; a process now complete and

total in all meaningful ways.

Exactly how has The New Pantagruel tried to capture this
"carnivalesque" spirit?

in designing the soul and look and

sensibility of eNP, we tried to recreate a The carnival
carnivalesque feel. A free-wheeling . symbolizes
vaudeville act, with various characters existence as a

popping in and acting and reacting in

unpredictable ways—no shibboleth is cosmic drama in

off limits. And In the midst of this, we . which we are mere
hope, there is serious criticism, : players, unsure of
commentary, and discussion that is not : the scrint, and

y 5D,

happening in many places. I would L. e e
describe the tenor of our effort as igﬂf_‘:irdiit of the
taking things seriocusly enough not to f ending.

treat our subjects with an unbreakable

earnestness, There are few things as serious as Folly, and in that, we
consclousty try to stand in the tradition of Erasmus, More, and Rabelais.

Where does The New Pantagruel fit politically? Is it left or right?

T would say that the driving political-philasophical force behind (NP has been
a recognition of liberalism on both the modern right and left as the engine of
religious and particularly Christian destruction. Which is, of course,

tantamount to the destruction of western civilization.

We concur with Alexander Solzhenitsyn's remark referring to Soviet
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Communism and Western Liberalism that "the spfit in the world is less
terrible than the similarity of the disease plaguing its main sections.” The
disease being a corrosive world-immanent materialism thalt denies the life of
the spirit, and ultimately, denies God.

This is the age of the blog-—short, quick opinions, {NP is the
antithesis of that—your articles are long and complex. What's been
the reaction to that?

It's a mixed bag. Many people love whal we're dolng, bul others think we're
stuffy arrogant prats.

How do you understand your role at The New Pantagruel in this
drama?

Qur goal has simpily been to change the conversation. To reorient people {o
the life of the spirit through a celebration of the carnival and through a
proper understanding of the dangers of liberal modernity, to perhaps [nspire
pockets of resistance wherever they might spring up.

You once wrote that Christians who establish "ghettos" and fight
rearguard actions are doomed to fail, but that instead they shouid
create, as you say, “pockets of resistance” or "enclaves" where a
new Christian humanism can flourish. What's the difference between
a "ghetto" and an "enclave"?

when I've used the term Christian ghetto it's been in the context of
Christians trying to find a satisfactory response to political and cultural
liberalism. The responses have been either Christians assimilating with the
dominant order or Christians acquiescing to being shunted aside into a kind
of nature preserve for rubes and hold-outs—a ghetto; a facsimile habltat
mirnicking liberal society but with a Christian spin.

Often these responses happen at the

same time In a Christian community " P have been charged
caught in this dilemma; it's happened - with wanting o “turn
rmost obviously to evangelicals. Its ! back the clock,..

{eaders seek access to and are granted

nominal positions of "influence" in

secular society in exchange for keeping the rowdies on the reservation. The
problem with this is that it cuts out the church's heart and replaces it with
what sociologist Christian Smith has dubbed “therapeutic deism". Christianity
becomes just anather lifestyle choice complete with its own marketing
departments, commercial backers, support “systems," and political interest
groups. In this sense, late modern liberalism ghettoizes all identity —you
really are what you eat, what you wear, what you consume.

When [ talk about new enclaves of civility and culture, borrowing from
thinkers like Alasdair McIntyre and T. S. Eliot, [ think the point is that
communities of tradition and practice need to be rebuilt along different non-
liberal jines in a way that allows a real culture o flourish again. The church
can never accept life on a reservatlon, but neither should it position itself to
run what is already a decultured and post-Christian deformity--which is
largely what late liberallsm has become.

what signs have you seen that your approach is working? What sort
of response have you received so far?

I doubt anything we're doing is "working" in the grand sense. [ like what the
Hungarian playwright Andras Visky says about this: "The situation is very

http://oldarchive.godspy .com/reviews/Reconnecting-with-Reality-Interview-with-Caleb-St...  8/27/2013



Reconnecting with Reality: An Interview with Caleb Stegall, by David L. Jones Page 4 of 7

good, it Is hopeless." Real recovery of any kind will take generations of work
and commitment from 3 cohesive community grounded in history and
tradlition and place. The important work isn't generally writing and publishing
essays. Bul to the extent we can move people in the right direction, it's a
worthwhile contribution. And we know we are read pretty widely within the
circles we want to reach, We have baen profiled on the front page of the Mew
York Times, discussed in various Christian media and argued over at
academic cocktail parties. Unfortunately, we aren't in print, so you won't see
tNP wrapping the day's catch at your local fish-monger's cart—such cultural
penetration we can only dream of.

More seriously, the likely impact of tNP will be minimal, We are run with a lot
of volunteer time from a few dedicated souls, and that really isn't a
sustainable model. We have plans to shop ¢NVP for substantial third party or
institutional funding, but a prudential skepticism counsels that ¢éNP will likely
take its place in the annals alongside many other small short lived
publications.

Can you tell us something of your own religious background?

I'm from Scotch Calvinist stock. My ancestors were lowland Scotts who were !
part of the Covenanter movement against the Stuart kings. They were the i
original Whigs, derided by highlanders and Cavaliers alike as “whigamores"—
drinkers of sour milk—indicating that they were poor rabble and not to be
trusted in matters of either religion or statecraft,

During the religious wars of the 17th Century, the Covenanters continuaily
got the worst of it, whether from Cromwell or Charles II after the
Restoration. Many fled to Ireland, and {ater to the New World.

I was raised in the Covenanter church, probably the oidest continuously
existing Protestant denomination in the western hemisphere. It is very small
now, but still guards its history and traditions fiercely.

In the 1830s and 40s, the Covenanter

church played a significant role in the - To suffer cne’s
abolition movement in America, and - place and one’s

sent many eastern families west to . pecple in service of
"Bleeding Kansas" In order to bring Do N
Kansas into the Union as a free state, fhe_GGOdg the .Tr ue,
Our family was one of many who " and the Beautiful is
immigrated. My grandmother was born . the basis for finding
in a2 sod hut on the western prairie. It love, friendship, and

makes for a fascinating history - a1y authent
agrarian low class Scotts throwing off . @h aln eniie,

the weight of religious tradition; turned meaningful life.
prosperous industrial Yankees in the

new world; turned agrarian sod busters on the American frontier in service of
Christian progressivism; turned tiny suburban enclaves in nearly placeless
America holding onto tradition as a life raft against wave after wave of anti-
Christian progressive reform. It's the American religious story in a nutshell,

who are some of your favorite authors and books? Why?

My reading is pretty eclectic. All of the larger-than-life personalities from the
16th Century--Luther, Erasmus, More, Rabelais, Shakespeare—for the way
they straddle and bind together two great ages of western history. The
English conservatives from Samuel Johnson to John Ruskin, and American
founders like Franklin and Adams for the way they kept this synthesis alive
against Increasing progressive pressures, In the 20th Century: Eliot,

http:f/olclarchive.godspy.comf’reviews/Reconnecting-with-Reality-Interview-with-Caleb-St... 8/27/2013



Reconnecting with Reality: An Interview with Caleb Stegall, by David L. Jones Page S of 7

Chesterton, Evelyn Waugh, Eric Voegelln in political philosophy, Wendell
Berry and cther American agrarians in the Jeffersonian tradition, Theodore
Roosevelt, all for their veneration of the Christian tradition as the antidote to
modern liberalism touched by their zest and zeal for living-for a "thick steak,
a frosted stout, and a good cigar" to borrow from Chesterton, or "laughter in
the garden” as Eliot had it. I can even appreciate Ayn Rand for sheer
American chutzpah. That is what [ think the best of the English/American
tradition has to offer: the can-do spirit of the American frontier, drunk on 2
chilel-like wonderment of the world and its mysteries, all bounded by and put
in service of the deep wells of the Christian tradition and of the Church.
That's the short list.

Let's get this straight—you're not a fan of the modern world, right?

1 suppose I am a critic of modernity, a friendly critic [ hope. 1 have been
charged with wanting to "turn back the clock,” but I don't think there is much
intelligence in that accusation.

I'm sure many people reading this are wondering-—why? What's so
bad about the modern world?

The overwhelming moral sense I have when surveying the modern world is
one of loss. A sense that what we have left behind in our affluence and
mobility s a certain kind of Good that flourishes in rootedness and struggle—
a way of being human that was always understoad as the good life; a kind of
self-provisioning that tock place within a smali network of interconnected
social obligations, each to the other and all to a particular place, and to the
customs and rites that naturally complimented that place. The spiritual
order—hoth personal and social—of this goed life is nourished on 2
veneration of children, work, craft, a sense of honor in commitments, and a
common responsibility.

In place of this, madernity has given us the atomized individual, armed with
a plethora of rights, making his way in a system of “opportunity" that
requires the spiritual symbolization of society as a ladder to be climbed,
which leaves a wake of perscnal disorder, the destruction of exploited people,
places, and traditional communities, and loss of meaning on a massive scale.

Where do we go from here?

That is really the question, isn't t? And of course we can't know for sure, and
anyone who says otherwise is lying. I'm thinking particularly of prophets of
the inevitability of modern liberalism's triumph; those radical progressives
found on both the |eft and right who see an "end to histery." There s no end
to history.

It is true that liberalism—which is really the engine of modernism-—as an
ordering principle is tremendously powerful, and now has the inertia of
centuries driving it forward still, but it has some significant weaknesses, chief
among them that it lies. It lies about the human condition and it lies about
the reality of natural limits embedded in reality. Human freedom and
consumption simply cannot expand infinitely. Eventually, the structures
supporting such expansion will give way, and it remains to be seen what, if
any, clvilizing forces will be left to bring order out of that chaos.

Can you give an example of what exactly is going to “give way"?

Liberalism has thrived, to give two different examples, on sexual
emancipation and on cheap energy. Both of these trajectories are nearing
exhaustion. And when they end, when they are no longer capable of
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supporting modernity's notion of a good life, the question will be whether
people remember how to marry and have children, or how to maintain an
economy thal fs self-sufficient for the most part within a 50-mile radius.

Faced with this questionabie future, what do you think we should do
in the here and now?

In the mean time, I think we look to the wisdom of people like McIntyre and
Eliot, as I said, who urged that we turn aside from the project of shoring up
rmodern liberalism, and begin to construct new enclaves of civility and order
within which a true intellectual and moral life—Lthe Good life—can be
sustained. In time, this fertile soil will likely be the only source of order to
"save the world from suicide," to borrow Eliot's phrase. Of course the Church
is and should be the ideal and supernatural guardian of these enclaves.

You talk a lot about the sense of "place.” What do you mean?

One of the phrases I like to trot out is

the "discipiine of place." It is a : inevitably either we
discipline we moderns have almost - fail the place or
completely abandoned, The idea is to : person or idea we

learn—and It is a learning process—to : .
live In love within the limits of one's . dre commitied to or
existence. To suffer one's place and - it will fail us. That’s
one's people—their joys and sorrows - real life though,.

and history which weave a network of '

memory to which we belong—in service of the Good, the True, and the
Beautiful. This is the true basis for finding love, friendship, and an authentic,
meaningful life. And really this is the heart of what Christ and the Church
Fathers teach us about Christian holiness: master one's passions, deny
oneself, and love others. This is the Christian answer to the spirit of death
which dwells in the old man, and which, in the increasing absence of
Christlan holiness, becomes writ large as a Culture of Death. I talk to a lot of
Christians who are flummoxed by their relative lack of political success in
beating back the culture of death, even at a time of supposed conservative
ascendancy and the power of the "values” vote. Of course there are multiple
reasons for this, but foremaost in my mind is that it does no good to vote an
anti-abortjon ticket if in one’'s life and community there is no drive and
discipline towards holiness,

Tell us more about how you understand our current situation and
why the drive and discipline towards holiness is so essential.

When one lives as a modern—and we almost all do to one degree or
another—he is implicated by nearly all the habits of his heart in the same
culture of choice he believes he Is voting against. When we fail o resist the
symbolization of the modern world as a giant machine in which each part
relates to all the others in a purely mechanical way, we glve in to thinking in
the most utilitarian way possible: how can I fulfill my needs and desires most
efficiently? And the political question becomes: how can we configure the
machine so that each part has the maximum freedom to pursue its own end
as efficiently as possible, without interfering with the ends pursued by the
other parts.

Society and work and even family and church become ladders to be climbed,
and the central spiritual matifs of our time become mability and choice, and
the frults of this are pretty apparent—massive dislocation, family breakup,
the end of meaningful small town and rural life, center-city rot, the end of
functional education, economic rutn of small producers and landholders, the
devolution of political life into identity and victimization games, and on and
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on. The end result of which is a profound existential alienation in the soul of
modern man; he is without a home.

And the pernicious fogic of choice {which has a kind of weedy genius) in turn
capitalizes on its own discontented and confused search for horme and
meaning by churning out a-hundred-ancl-one cheap and easy anecdotes. S0 i
we are awash in this expansive sea of popular mass culture which offers
everything from Martha Stewart to easy birth control to emply entertainiment
to mega-lo-mart churches and discount-store religion. All of which functions
to shieid people from ever even approaching anything real: real faith, real
truth, reat meaning and contentment.

In light of what you've just described, what's been your own
response?

Certainly in the jife of our family we have tried to figure out what to do, but
there is no doubt that it is tremendously difficuit to resist the disorders of the
age. I think for starters, we need to clear our lives of all the mass culture
weeds that choke out authentic growth. Not just the Hollywood weed, but the
Wal*Mart weed as well, Read the classics and the Church Fathers instead of
junk fiction and self-help crap. And then go about the hard work of learning
the discipline of place. Get married. Have kids, lots of them. Don’t turn them
over to others to raise. When I finished law schoot [ had offers to work at
several large east coast law firms for twice the money I could make at home.
But home was more important, so we stayed. Shortly after law school, my
wife Ann and I, with our four boys, moved to 18 acres outside of town. We
try to grow some of our own food, Ann homeschools the boys, we have a
commitment to this place and these people that trumps most of the other
things we could spend our life pursuing. It isn't perfect or anywhere near
that, but it is, we hope, a decent resistance.

Recently I made a move from working at the largest law firm in the state, a
job to which I commuted for years, to setting up a solo country practice.
There Is risk in all of this, 1 suppose-—commitment by its nature portends
disaster. Inevitably either we fail the place or person or idea we are
committed to or it will fail us. That's real life though. And in that crucible I
think the terrible beauty and transcendent hope of the uncertain journey of
faith in Jesus becomes real, and our souls become attuned to that reality.

Seplember 19, 2005
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Debating Globalization (2)

An e-mail discussion with Stuavt Buck (SB), a lawyer and conservative;
Daniel Rnauss (DK), an wrban agravian;
and Caleh Stegall (CS), a country lawyer and upstart hobbir

CS> 1In the discussion published in the previous
issue of Comrnent, Jeremy Lott defines globaliza-
tion as a process of expanding freedoms, and he
supports his faith in this process with starisrics
reflecring decreasing poverty and increasing edu-
cation i the Third World, longer life, and fewer
wars. The arguments seeking to temper Lott’s
enthusiasm for globalization seem rather impo-
tent in the face of its apparent inevitabiliry.

I think there is a more convincing ratonale for
tempering our acceptance of the globalizaton

" gospel, and I will try to advance it. Apologists like

Lot make the rather straightforward argnment
that globalization is simply the growth of free-
dom, wealth, and knowledge. “What’s not to

like?” as Lott puts it. This, however, begs the

more important questions. Instead of asking
whether we want more freedom or wealth or
krowledge, we ought to ask what &ind of free-
dom (or what find of wealth or what kmd of
knowledge) we ought to seek and whether the
freedom advanced by globalization is friend o
foe to proper freedom?

By asking these questions, we are, in turn, ask-
ing: What kind of pofis, or communiry, ought we
to have? What kind of work cught we to have?
What kind of souls ought we to have? Will glob-
alization bring us closer to or take us farther from
these ideals?

My contention against unquestioning accep-
tance of globalizarion has three basic arguments:
the argument from democracy, the argument
from economy, and the argument from philoso-
phy. This is my tentative thesis: globalization
promotes individual freedom over communiry
freedom, consumable wealth over sustainable
wealth, and rational knowing over aletheia know-
ing—and that in this way, globalization con-
tributes to the decline of healthy democracies,

healthy economies, and healthy souls.

SB» The fiest problem in discussing globaliza-
tion is defining the term itself. Much of the per-
ceived disagreement over globalization comes
because people are really arguing about different
things altogether. It is as if one wete to conduct a
furicus debate over the value of democracy, not
realizing that one person thought democracy
meant the system of government practiced in
ancient Athens, another thought it meant post-
Enlightenement liberalism, while the third defined
it by reference to the democratic People’s
Republic of China, Thus, one side might defend
globalization, having defined it as the spread of
free-market policies and frec trade, and another
side might attack globalization, having defined it

- in terms of the quite-unfree-market policies of the
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International Monetary Fund.

This is not to say that globalization is easy to
define. The definitions typically offered are
exceedingly vague and manipulable. Roland
Robertson (Globalization, 1992) defines global-
1zation as “the compression of the world and the
intensification of consciousness of the world as a
whole . . . concrete global interdependence and
consciousness of the global whole in the twenti-
eth century” Malcolm Waters (Globalization,
1995} defines it as “a social process in which the
constraints of geography on social and culrural
arrangements rececte and in which people become
increasingly aware that they are receding.” (See
http:/foww.emory.edu/SOC/globalization/glossary.
bl

What these definitions mean in concrete terms,
I have no idea, nor can I imagine how anyone
could take a meaningful position for or against -
globalization so defined. It would be like arguing
for or aganst interaction. '



So the fiest task is to know what we are talking
about—literally.

CS» St is right to call for a closer definirion
of terms. Globalization, so far as T have used the
term, is simply the expansion at home and abroad
of liberalized democracy, corporate capitalism,
and scientific rationalism, each with their tenden-
cy to cenrralize control and to treat all things as
means and nothing as ends. This, I take it, is what
most people vaguely think they are talking about
when they talk about globalization. These are the
forces that Frapncis Fokuyama proclanms wi-
wmphant at the “end of history.”

But even Fukuyama recognized that along with
relative peace and prosperity, this global reign of
centralized government, corporations, and sci-
ence would usher in the age of Nietzsche’s “last
man.” This last man is he who is so satiated with
what is doled out to him that he ceases to strive
and thus will soon cease to be human at all. C. S.
Lewis called this process the “abolition of man,”
whereby liberalization and rationalism conspire
to create “men without chests®—men who pos-
sess both reason and appetite but who have no
means by which their heads may rule their bellies.

The overwhelming success of these forces is
their greatest advocate, Bur since September 11,
2001, Fukuyama’s thesis and the inevitability of
globalization itself have been called into serious
question. Since radical Islam has raised its head,
many people have, rightly, stood in support of
what is loosely termed “Western freedom™ and in
support of the Bush administration’s efforts to
rout terrorism wherever it is found—I count
myself among them. Thus, at this particular junc-
ture of history, it 1s awkward {and may even be
viewed as unpatriotic for an American) to
announce any hesitation over the unimpeded
advance of globalization. However, that radical
Islam opposes both globalization’s progress and
the things I hold dear does not make globaliza-
ton necessarily friendly towards the latter.

Is there a coherent ground from which one
might oppose both globalization and radical
Islam? 1 believe there is. Instead of liberalized
democracy, federal republicanism; instead of cor-
porate capitalism, what G. K Chesterton called
disaibutivism—a decentralizet! free market char-

Dialogues

acterized by widespread ownership of private
property; and instead of the rational mind, the

- Imaginative mind—the religious mind.
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DK>» Looking at the previous Comment dia-
logue on globalization, T noticed how Jeremy
Lott had no problem discussing globalization in
very macro-level, abstract, process rerms whereas
Robert Waldrop was focused on super-specific,
concrete, personal, people-with-names-stories-
and-faces experiential terms. They were at two
opposite extremes, and I want to know if there’s
a muddle ground.

We all agree on the need for a good, common-
ground definition of globalization. I am mostly
content with Caleb’.

However, the expansion of corporate capital-
1sm seems to mean an expansion of markets by a
shrinkage of producers or elites who control the
markets. The radical swerve roward global media
monopolies, at least in the Western world—
which defines itself as the centre—has raised a lot
of concerns about the disappearance of a suffi-
ciently free public sphere of discourse which then
leads to the question of how liberal and democ-
ratic society is becorming. The centralizing control
and utilitarianism Caleb speaks of is the negative,

- narrowing force that comes with and is enabled

by economic expansion. That dynamic needs
SOIME recognton.

I’d also like to add that we shouldn’t just dis-
miss the common vague definitions of globaliza-
rion as useless. Stuart is right that they are not
useful for defining globalization, but they tell us
something about how people are thinking of
globalization. Why are they thinking in such
vague terms? Why this language of an expanded
consciousness, a social process bringing an end to
provincial thinking as a holistic awareness of
interdependence arises, the receding of “the con-
straints of geography on social and culmural
arrangements™ Or, as the editors of The
Economist have it, globalism is a living dung,
“tugging us in the right direction,” needing our
understanding and support?

There are a lot of religious or spiritual-sound-
ing longings in this vague language. The
Economist editors’ choice of metaphors has gnos-
tic resonances, in the sense of Gnosticism Eric

{

£
Wineer 2003 COMMENT K’

g,



| Dinlogues

Voegelin used to describe modern political ide-
ologies like Marxism. Looking at the vigue and
silly talk about globalization can expose some of
the rensions that smarter writers are more adept
at concealing,

Speaking of problematic things, I'd like to

know how Caleb thinks distributivism, “a decen- .

tralized frec market characterized by widespread
ownership of private property” can come out of
globalizadon, which he has said means central-
ized markets. What does this look like?

McDonald’s franchises owned and operated by .

cidzens of Nigeria with a certain measure of prof-
its going into the local economy? Isn’t that how
it already works?

As for promoting the imaginatve, religious
mind over the ratonal mind, a vibrant religious
imagination isn’t necessarily a good thing—con-
sider the likelihood of major clashes between reli-
gious groups in the global South (mainly
between Christans and Muslims, but also
between different Christian groups).

CS» What does it mean to be practical in the

~ face of fate? Ar this point, the triumph of global-
ization certainly seems to be fated. However,
there are other inevitabilities: the inevitability of
death and disintegration and of war and pesti-
lence and famine and the whole grab-bag of
human miseries which have plagued our species
since the beginning. Thus, I start with the con-
cern that when the dde of globalization recedes,
it will have left in shambles the defences humane
society has built against the less-than-rosy
inevitabilities. I think that when we speak of what
is Inevirable, it is also proper to speak of what is
possible, and of what is desirable.

Take the idea of a decentralized market
premised on widespread private ownership of
property. Could a society pursue a distributivist
economic agenda? Consider a few ideas. Restrict
vertical integradon wherever possible. If you
want to grow food, you can’t transport or sell it
across stare/national lines. These kinds of restric-

- tions used to be ubiquitous, in medical services,
financial services, etc., but globalization has erod-
ed them almost completely Reduce reliance on
legal fictions, the prime example being the fiction
of the corporation. There is no reason at all why
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a corporate entity ought to be granted such struc-
tural advantages in our law over flesh and blood
human beings. Scale back government programs
that create movement of resources. And so on.

These are relatively simple reforms that do not
violate the integrity of the free market yet would
operate to nudge marckets into decentralized
changels of control. Howevet, they will not be
enacted soon because they require a spirimal
recogniton—a recognition that the forces of
globalization (which is essentially a materialistic
enterprise) cannot make. Which is why I empha-
size the importance of an imaginative or religious
mind,

Allen Tate wrote: “This modern mind sees
only half of the horse—that half which may
become a dynamo, or an automobile, or any
other horsepowered machine. If this mind had
much respect for the full-dimensioned, grass-eat-
ing horse, it would never have invented the
engine which represents only half of him. The
religions mind, on the other hand, has this
respect; it wants the whole horse, and it will be
satsfied with nothung less.”

This is what T mean when I talk about the
imaginative mind—or religious mind—as a nec-
essary check against the forces of globalization.
Negotiating spiritual tensions requires that we
stop viewing people as machines, as mere discrect
marerialistic units of production or consumption.
We must respect our own blood and humanity;
we must see the whole person,

Without a religious mind, the responses to
globalization can only fall in two general cate-
gories. From the right, there’s Lott’s just lay back
and enjoy it, and from the left, the anti-establish-
ment radicals who generally embrace victimhood
and the ethic of personal libertimism. Neither
camp effectmally confronts the problem because
they are each, at their essence, operating from
materialistic philosophies.

A better response, and the inost practical one,
I think, is simply a proper life—a life lived in pro-
priety, a life characterized chiefly by bumaneness.
Such a life does not wear societal structures as a
crown of privilege, nor is it so naive as to think
that it can Christiamize them, nor does it play the
victim. Rather, it bears these structures as a bu-
den, being willing to suffer as they cause suffer-



ing, to die as they cause death. In this way, the
spiritnal tensions are negotiated through us, not
merely by us. Such a life can be a requiem to all
that is being lost. And who knows, willingly los-
ing oneself can lead to surprising places.

SB» I cannot entively agree with Caleb’s defu-
iion of globalization, which includes liberalized
democracy, corporate capitalism, and scientific
rationalism. To this, he conrrasts federal republi-
canism, distributivism, and the religious mind,
respectively,. While I am certainly open to a
debate on the merits of each of these, I’m not sure
why the first and third items are on this list.

If, say, Peru and Tibet, each in their own fash-
jon, turn to a more liberal democrade form of
government, I sec no reason why this change
should be called globalization. Neither do I see
why globalization would be an apt term if people
in, say, South Africa and Uzbekistan happened to
turn to scientific rationalism and away from reli-
gion. In neither case would the globe necessarily
have anything to do with it. What T hope to avoid
is a definidon of globalization so all-encompass-
ing that it would take several books to have a
proper discussion.

Instead, T think that globalization might be
most profitably defined in more narrow, econom-
ic terms. I would rely on the three-tiered defini-
rion that Brink Lindsey suggests in Against the
Dead Hand (2001): (1) an expansion of econom-
ic trade between countries; (2) the elimination of
legal barriers to free trade {which causes number
1); (3) the political trend towards legal reform
(which canses mumber 2).

One must resist the temptation to define glob-
alization as necessarily including particular posi-
tions on politics, economics, philosophy, and reli-
gion not only because that makes globalizanon
too broad a term but also because it is inaccurate.
Some favour globalization because they want to
achieve even greater riches by trading with for-
eign countries. Others favour globalization
because they think that free trade is the best hope

for poor countries to emerge out of poverty.
Some oppose globalization for the same greedy
reason that others support it—because they want
to retain high-paying jobs- for people such as
themselves, in the process denying such jobs to
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far poorer foreigners. Others oppose globaliza-
tion because they think that it exploits poorer for-
eigners. And this 1s not an exhaustive list of rea-
sons, by any means.

People support or oppose pglobalization
because of 2 wide variety of assumptions, motiva-
tions, and philosophies. There is rampant greed
on all sides and sincere altruism on all sides. But
this diversity is obscured if one begins by deflin-
ing globalization as inherently implying a partic-
ular view of politics and philosophy. That’s why I
think it may be more productive to separate the
cconomic phenomenon from the conflicting
worldviews involved on either side.

Such separation is not always easy, of course, or
even possible. If you think that globalization (as
Pve defined it) empirically causes people to turn
towards rationalism and away from religion, then
that will influence your point of view. Still, it is
stacking the deck to define globalization as anti-
religious, thereby short-circuiting the very debate
about what, precisely, globalization does imply
for religion. If’s all too easy to set up an auto-

matic win by defining the terms of the debate.

I think Dan is on the right rrack when he
speaks of finding a middle ground of discourse

“between the extremes. When globalization is dis-

cussed, just as when anything else of importance
is discussed, the supporters tend to paint it as all
benefits and no costs, while the opposition paint
it as all costs and no benefits. In the previous
Comment debate, for instance, Jeremy Lot said
that globalization is “one of the most fortunate
developments ever to occur on God’s green
earth,” while Robert Waldrop characterized it as a
“demonic manifestaton of the culture of death.”

Caleb suggests that, as a modest first step
towards the ideal of distributivism, we might ban
the shipment of food across state or national
lines. 1 think this would be disastrous. Consider
the many people who live in northern regions—
Chicago, Boston, much of Burope and Russia.
Are they never to be allowed to eat the many
fruits and vegetables that they could not possibly
grow in their climates? Must they spend their
long winters eating beef jerky and scrounging for
nuts and roots? '

Trade in general exists for a very good reason:
under most circumstances, it is to both sides’
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advantage. To take a highly simplified example,
imagine that you are, for whatever reason, unable
to do anything with your life except catch lob-
sters. And imagine that your neighbour can’t do
anything except grow oranges. Wouldnt you
want to trade some food with your neighbour,
rather than eat lobster for every meal?

If trade is desirable between you and your
neighbour, why should trade suddenly become
undesirable because of the boundaries between
states/provinces or countries? If California can
produce oranges better than Maine {and it can),
and Maine can produce lobsters better than
California (and it can), then both Californians
and Mainers are better off if they can trade
between themselves. Without trade, Mainers
would be smick with a fruitless diet, while
Californians would never get good lobster. Trade
generally makes things better for everyone.

The same is true on a global scale. No country
is precisely the equivalent of any other country.
All countries have a different disttibution of nat-
wral resources, labour, capital, education, and
other qualities. That’s why one country will be
good at producing cars, a second is better at pro-
ducing computers, a third is better at producing
clothing, and so on. All countries, on average, are
going to be better off if they are both (1) able to
sell the stuff that they are good at producing to
other countries, and (2) able to buy the stuff they
are not good at producing from other countries.

This is true for the same reason that you are
better off if you can concentrate on producing
one thing that you are good at (whether it be
English scholarship or lawyering) and buy every-
thing else you need from other people. If you
tried to do everything for yourself—farmung your
own food, growing livesrock, mining and smelt-
ing metal to build varicus household objects (but
where would you get the tools in the first place?},
mining graphite and chopping wood to constmct
pencils, growing cotton and making needles so as
to sew your own clothes—well, you would never
have more than the most threadbare existence.
Specialization and rade—both on a personal and
country-wide level—allows people to concentrate
on what they are best ar and thus provides them
an opportunity to benefit from the work of other
people as well.
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CS>» Stuart, I do not suggest that we restrict
the trade of food across borders. What I suggest
is restrictions on vertical integration. Food grow-
ers should not be permitted to also own the
trucking outfits, the cold storage plants, the pro-
cessing facilities, and the retail outlets. That is the
situation we currentdy have: absentee corporate
ownership of huge farms, say, 50,000 acre dairy
farms, along with the trucking, storage, process-
ing, and, ultimately, the retail store where you get
the product.

What happens is that these growers/bro-
kers/marketers are able to make enormous profits
on the brokering, transporting, and storing of
food. They claim that the system creates efficien-
cy and ultimately benefits the consumer. But they
don’t like to admit that the profits they make on
the back end mean that they never make any
money on the front end of production. In other
words, the farms aren’t profitable. And they’re:
not meant to be. They’re kept as a huge sowrce of
product, a huge source of tax advantage, and a
huge source of governinent handouts.

These centralizers have finagled a soructural
advantage in the law that there is no reason they
should have.

One end result is the decline of sound farming.
The idea of breaking up this operation should
not be foreign to a free-marketer’s ears (in fact, I
contend that my argument is made from free-
market principals, not in spite of them): it is a
simple and-trust concept.

DK » We can focus on economic globalizaton
for convemence, but I don’t see what your diffi-
culty is with the other two points, Stuart. It is
impossible for Tibet to become more democratic
or Uzbekistan to tum to scientific rationalism
without Western influences. Native Micronesian
islanders, Malaysian kids, and white American
suburban kids who adopt aspects of African-
American urban culture do so in their own dis-
tinctive way, but the origins in U.S. black culture,
which have gone global, are clear.

It is more consistent to focus on the economic
phenomena while paying attention to the {unpre-
dictable!) influence of the religious and cultural
variables on the economic,

Caleb does not stack the deck by defining



Dialogues

globalization necessarily
it has modern Westetn t
istic bases and influences.” Wotild
Caleb, that globalizarion in this -forny, comin e AT
out of the West, might be altered to coijf_@_ 1 CS» " Dan, T think, has appl‘DPl‘iﬁt&lY..‘ch.ILIISWCfﬁd
more to other values and worldviews? As I Stuat’s stacking-the-deck objection to my defin-

understand Caleb, that’s what he hopes to see— ition of globalization. The economic is pnecessari-
not only that Westerners will change the reli-  ly social, which is necessarily. political, which is
piousfideological grounds of globalization as  necessarily moral, which is necessarily religious.

they practice it, but also that, say, Africans will do I want to clearly delincate two tracks in our
s0. : discussion. On the one hand, it is important to

I think Caleb’s recommendations might fare  think about what is possible and what is desir-
better outside the West, or at least in places where  able. What practical changes can we imagine and
Western modernity has had less influence. But,  argue for thar might be put into place. So when
Stuart, perhaps you object to defining even I discuss a particular policy as desirable to curb
Western notions of globalization as materialistict  what I see as the destructive aspects of globaliza-
If so, I disagree with that objection. There are o, I am proceeding along the first track. The
likely to be some exceptions, but in the main second track is more elusive, yet pethaps the
these notions seem very materialistic. This istt  more important. It tries to answer the question:
anti-religious, becanse materialism is a religion,  how shall we live when we stake out essentially
particlarly when it’s accompanying scientific  lost positions? I think it is vitally important to

raticnalism. proceed in life and thought along both of these
On food trade, we think technology can letus  tracks at the same rime.

take any product to any market with no signifi- I’'m not opposed to either trade or specializa-

cant drawbacks. But the fact is every second per-  tion. In general, these things can be either good

ishables (especially meat and dairy) are kept in.  orbad, or both, or neither. I do not mean to sug-
transit between producers and consumers, the  gest that no trade should be allowed or that
nutriional value decreases and the risk of disease  everyone has to mine and smelt iron-ore for their

increases. Many foods really ought to be pro-  dinner plates, or whatever. I am talking about
thiced and consumed within a relatively small  simple anti-trust smff.
area. And we need to protect smaller producers. Allow me to translate Stuart’s definition of

Regions that seriously lack the water and  globalization into its real world, practical effect
arable land to produce grain are forcetl into abig by loosely paraphrasing Wendell Berry:
dependence on foreign producers, which means Globalization is the expansion and enlargement
serious economic and strategic risks. This is why ~ of the modern practice of individuals to write
a lot of Middle Eastern countries have gone muts ~ proxies to corporations and governments to pro-
with deep wells and desert irrigation to the point  vide for their every need-—food, clothing, shelter,
they've exhausted aquifers which then fill with entertainment, education, child care, health care,
seawater, No more farming after that, and lots of  elder care, police protection, justice, mercy, and
opportunity for wars stemming from God—all of which were previously provided by
water/food/land issues. the individual, the family, or the community,

1 dor’t see how globalization will do anything In return for these services, people give up
to help these problems—it could make them  thetrautonomy, their individuality, their indepen-
worse. China’s water and food needs are dence, their freedom, their will, cheir imagina-
immense, and if there is enough famine at sorne tion, their skill, their communiry, their families,
point, the richer grain exporting countries might  the very ground under their feet, and, ultimately,
shut the poorer but equally needy ones out of the their souls. Allen Tate had the metaphor just
market, The free market isn’t going to settle these  about right: globalization is simply the process of
problems unless you think mass starvation and twning what was a living organism into a

ir..
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machine,

Now, I know Stuart will not like this flight of
rherorical fancy. He'll righty demand to know
how I go from A to Z.

Back in the 1980s, Nico Colchester, an editor
for The Feonomist, wrote a very shott essay called
“Crunchiness” which quickly became a cult
favourite. In the piece, Colchester contrasted
what he termed “crunchy” economic policies
with “soggy” policies. Colchester explained:

Crunchy systems are those in which small changes
have big effects leaving those affected by thern in no
doubt whether they are up or down, rich or broke,
winning or losing, dead ov alive. The going was
crunchy for Caprain Scott as he plodded south-
wards across the sastrugi. He was either on top of
the snow-crust and smiling, or Qoundering thigh-
deep. The farther south he marched the crunchier
his predicament became. Sogginess is comfortable
uncerrainty. The modern Scott is unsue how
deeply he is in it. He can radio for an ailift, or drop
in on an American early-warning station for a hot
toddy. . . . Light-switches no longer turn on or off:
they dim.

Colchester’s thesis was this: “Crunchiness
brings wealth. Wealth leads to sogginess.
Sogginess brings poverty. Poverty creates crunch-
iness. From this immutable cycle we know that to
hang on to wealth, you must keep things
crunchy” So let me switch from Tate’s metaphor
to Colchester’s. Globalization is the process of
turning crunchy systems into soggy ones.

The whole centralizing tendency of globaliza-
tion is predicated on the need to keep people in a
“comfortable uncertainty.” Thus, it is propped up
by false systems of accounting. For example,
Colchester pointed to the advent of floaung
interest rate lending as a soggy policy. Whereas
fixed rate lending is crunchy (i.c., both partes
know precisely where they stand}, the move to
floating rates has reduced the necessity of com-
mitment, and “the result is a need for puzzlingly
high rates of interest to curb consumer borrow-
ing,” Other examples abound, from the insurance
industry to health care to the vertically integrated

dairy farmer/broker/retailer that I spoke of earfi- .

er. Each conceals, in a comfortable way, the true
cost of its operation from the consumer. Fach
makes the consumer feel that he is up or rich or
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winning or alive, when the realiry is that he may
be closer to being down or poor or losing or
dead.

Clearly, as Colchester recognizes, this kind of
soggy system cannot continue indefinitely. It will,
in the end, lead to poverty. This is because where
the true cost is concealed, some kind of capital
reserve account is being depleted. And this is the
current situadon; all of our capital reserve
accounts arc being depleted by the soggy
machine of globalization: natural resource
reserve accounts, political goodwill reserve
accounts, social capital reserve accounts, imagi-
native reserve accounts, and moral reserve
accounts.

This will continue so long as we resolve to
remain soggily comfortable and sated, willingly
entering into the Faustian bargain with bigger
and bigger corporations and governments, will-
ingly letting the centralizers bleed control away
from the local and into the central.

SB» I do not mean to imply that economics
should be analyzed free from any consideration
of morals, philosophy; or religion. Rather, I sug-
gest that the economics of globalization might,
far from leading to a clear-cut answer, instead
pose a difficult and perhaps intractable question.
On one view, globalization might be a duty; on
another view, globalization might be a sin.

As time goes on and more research is done, it
1s becoming ever more clear that globalization—
in the sense of increased trade between coun-
trics—makes just about everyone better off in
materjal terms, all things considered. That is not
to say that globalization is cost-free, that it has no
dangers, no vicams, and no potential for devas-
tation. But on average, globalization leads to
greater material prosperity for both Third World
countries and for Western countries. Sugjit Bhalla
demonstrates this quite persuasively in his 2002
book Imagine There’s No Country: Poverty,
Incquality, and Growth in the Eva of Globalization
(available online at b#2p://207.238.152.36/publica-
tions/pub.cfimlpub_id=348). '

Bhalla demonstrates that the last 50 years,
which have seen vast increases in globalization
(however defined), have also seen a general
decline in poverty and a shift toward greater



equality of mcome. In material tcuns glob"nllz.
tdon looks like a winner. '

So, on one view, one might sug gcst th'lt duty

demands that one support globﬂhmtmn If glob-f:- )

alization empirically leads to more poor people
having a way to feed themselves, then it would
seem that we should support it.

Is it materialisuc to suppori globalizaticn
because it leads to greater material prosperity for
poor people? If we were talking about the merits
of scap, and I said that the benefit of soap is that
it makes pecple cleaner, it would be odd for d1e
response to be, “That’s just a materialistic view.”
And if we’re talking about an economic system,
the most relevant question is whether it does
what economic systems are suppose to do—allow
people to reach greater prosperity and spend
their time doing things more enjoyable and
enciching than shovelling manure. If they choose
to spend their time watching The Bachelor, rather
than composing literate and thoughtful essays on
globalization, then more’s the piry—but that is a
choice for which they are responsible, not a rea-
son to condemn all material prosperity.

On the other hand, one might think that glob-
alization is bad precisely because it makes people
richer on average. . . .

Does globalization lead to greater centraliza-
tion? Perhaps, but perhaps not. It may lead to
larger corporations, but I remain unconvinced
that this is something to worry about. There is a
natural limit to the size of corporarions. At a cer-
tain size, the transaction costs of largeness out-
weigh the benefits of size—which is why corpo-
rations spin off subsidiaries, outsource various
tasks to other corporations, sell off divisions. And
beyond the realim of deliberate action, large cum-
bersome corporations often find themselves out-
done by nimbler, smaller, more innovative com-
petitors.

But if one is mainly concerned with reducing
the size and scope of corporations, I know of no
way to do it without the forceful hand of a pow-
erful government. It is a false and hyperbolic par-
allel that would equate large corporations with
large government. Governments face no compet-
itive pressures to downsize, innovate, or spin off

- divisions, Governments maintain a monopoly on
the use of deadly force, and once they begin the
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trend “of -growing - o few thmm: can atop
short of a war ot révolubion. Wheleqs all it
akes to make IBM smaller is for people to stop
buying its products. That’s why, in the grand
scheme of things, T am much more concerned
about centralization of force and control in the
hands of government than I am about the same
trends in the business world.

Globalization is likely, on balance,. to be of
benefit to the poor people of the world. To the
extent it is not, the reason is likely to be a lack of
sufficient property rights and other legal protec-
tions, rather than anything inherent to globaliza-
tion per se. I know of no means to stop global-
ization other than creating powerful govern-
ments dedicated to restricting freedom and effi-
c1cncy, and such governments (judging from the
entire history of the world) are likely to pose far
greater dangers than any corporation ever has.

DK>» We seem to have reached an agreement
on several fundamental points. First, as Stuart
suggests, “the economics of globalizanon might,
far from leading to a clear-cur answer, instead
pose a difficult and perhaps intractable question.”

Second, none of us are in favour of an absolute
opposition to globalization, and we all see great
potential for good in it. But between absolute
oppesition and absolute support—between see-
ing globalization as a sin and seeing it as a duty—
we recognize “that globalization is not cost-free,
that it does have dangers, victims, and potential
for devastation.”

You can comumit to wo1kmg hard to maximize
the benefics while minimizing the hazards of
globalizaton—say, through advocacy for restric-
tions on vertical integradon—and I think this is
exactly what some people need to take up as their
calling. But they and their supporters will be mis-
taken if they expect that their program is going to
grasp and refashion societal structures into some-
thing wholly good or even something that’s not
very bad or only bad some of the time for-some
people.

I think of Tolkien’s ring of power here—we
car’t wear it and transform it; we have to bear it
until the end of the world, rying to contain and
mitigate its evil short of wearing it, all the while
being poisoned by it. o
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conmunity

idea provides the necessary foundation for
personal autonomy and freedom, runs the
argument, so it must be defended.

The conservative veneration of individual
autonomy as the central cruch that must be
vindicated by the social and polirical order
reached its heighc with the cwentieth-century
development of libertarianism, and in par-
ticular wich that strain of euphoric libertari-
anism preached in che writings of Ayn Rand.
In both her nonficrion essays and especially
in her fictional characters, Rand elevated che
uncompromising, self-sufFicient, immensely
capable individualist and capicalist into a
conservative hero, For the Christs of Rand's
gospel of selfishness, communal restraints
and rthe demands of personal, concrete rela-
tionships and small social groups were evil
impediments to be overcome on the way to a
cross of self-actualization. This vision ¢f con-
servative virtue as something utcerly opposed
to communal belonging gained considerable
influence on conservative thought during
America’s postwar struggle against the So-
viet ideology of collectivism, and it contin-
ues to exert a strong influence on the con-
servative tradirion today.

Not all postwar conservarives, however,
were 50 blinded by cheir hacred of commu-
nism that they abandoned all concepts of
true community. Conservative traditional-
ists like Russell Kirk decried the influence
of libertarianism on traditional communi-
ties and che nerworks of social obligations
inherent in words like kin, church, village,
class, caste, and craft. Kirk’s broadsides
against liberrarian individualists were pas-
stonate: he dencunced the “decadent fervor”
(Marion Monrgomery's term) of the liber-
tarians, and declared thac any cooperation
between libercarians and conservatives was
akin to advocating a “union of fire and ice.”

Two of the most thougheful defenses of cra-
ditional communicy asa conservative order-
ing principle were published wichin a year
of Kirk’s Conservative Mind (1953): Nisber’s The
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Quest for Cmmmmi@a (t952) and Eric Voegelin’s
The New Science of Politics (1953).

Nisbet begins his study on the place of .

community in American political and social

life by examining che failed promises of '_

progtess, By the postwar period, America had
filled up. A sense of dread and ennui had
spread through socicry, and the dominane
tropes of psychospiritual expression were no
longer found in terms like oprimism,
progress, change, and reason, but rather
alienation, disincegracion, decline, and inse-
curity. Americans, according to Nisbet, no
longer seemed to trust or valorize che self-
ish Randian hero. The problem, he thought,
was not technological cyranny or consumer
greed or increasing secularism, but the dis-
tribution of political power. Modern man’s
nervous preoccupation with finding mean-
ing in communicy is a manifestarion of the
profound social dislocation caused by the
unique power structure of the Western po-
litical stave. As Western political power had
becoime increasingly centralized, impersenal,
and remote, it had aromized rhe individual
and relegared communal interests and rela-
tionships to the realm of privare personal
preference. Nisber locares the profound un-
restin the American soul not so much in the
disappearance of communal relationships
bur in the utter dissociation of those rela-
tionships from the exercise of real political
and econormic power, Tradirional communi-
ties and che religious, familial, and local ties
thar bind them have not so much been lost,
in Nisbet’s view, as they have become irrel-
evant at the deepest levels of meaning. It is
here, in the unmediated exposure of the in-
dividual will to the impersonal power of the
state (and to a lesser extent, the market), that
Nisbet finds the root cause of man’s spiri-
tual crisis.

Voegelin’s New Science tracks a similar
course, providing conservative thought with
a powerful analyrical tool for understanding
the spirituial dimensions of the phenomena
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Nisbet so clearly describes. For Voegelin,
modernity could be summarized as a hereti-
cal commitment to Gnosticism, or in other
words, a fundamental dissatisfaction with
the uncertainties and limits of existence,

Impatience for moral meaning and certainty

beyond the humble limits of traditional
communities leads the Gnostic thinker to
imbue human existence in the here and now
with the ultimate meaning reserved by tra-
ditional Christianity for the next life. By
“immanentizing” the Christian eschaton,
Voegelin explains, modern man took on the
project of remaking existence according to
the dicrates of political ideology.

Both Nisber and Voegelin note the para-
dox that modernity is both marked by nearly
continuous warfare and a universally de-
clared desire for peace. Nisbet persuasively
argues that with the dissociation of tradi-
rional communities from the centers of po-
litical power, the modern disciplines of wat,
mechanization, bureaucracy, and mass com-
munication become invested with a strong
sense of moral identity and belonging.
Voegelin described how the ardent commit-
ments once reserved for local religious com-
munities had been transferred to mass move-
ments which stood as surrogate moral com-
munities and provided an otherwise miss-
ing sense of historical purpose.

During the latter stages of the Cold War,
and especially since its end, American con-
servatism has raken up the mantle of opti-
mism and regained some of its earlier confi-
dence in the rugged individual. Ronald
Reagan’s seemingly single-handed defear of
the Soviet empire is a powerful symbol in
contemporary conservative thought of the
moral worth of one individual’s iron will.
Taking their cue from Reagan, many conser-

- vative institutions and publications today

seek a new conservative synthesis between

- the primacy of individua! freedom and the

need for social belonging. The ideals of this

- synthesis are pur on display in the presidency

conmmunity

of George W. Bush, who has managed to con-
join strong religious convictions and a stated
commitment to preserving the traditional
family and prepolitical communicies with an
underlying progressivism and a nearly Gnos-
tic commitment to creating unrestrained
political and economic freedom abroad.
Whether such a synthesis can success-
fully be maintained remnains to be seen. There
is good reason to be skeprical. With one of
rhe most unique, eloquent, and deeply con-
servative voices of the late twentieth century,
Wendell Berry has fashioned from his career
a kind of long, poetic lament for the [inal
passing of rural America and of its people,
places, rites, and rituals. Communiry, for
Berry, is ultimarely about membership: itis
a group of people embedded in a place and
a network of memoty who belong to one
another. Within such a community, even in-
dividual motal decisions must account for
thar belonging. As a brilliant essayist and
naturalist, Berry has offered in works such
as The Unsettling of America (1978), The Gift of
Good Land (1981}, and Sex, Econory, Freedom
and Community {1993) a stinging citique of
the false communities of war, in ternational
matkets; and sexualized consumerism, A cen-
tral theme throughout is the way in which
modern structures break apart that which
authentic communities bind together: con-
sumption and production, sex and fertility,
freedom and responsibilicy. Berry demon-
strates persuasively thar no amount of mot-
alizing will check the corrosive character of
abstract freedom, especially economic free-
dom. As a result, even in a political period
of supposed conservative astendancy, local”
familial, religious, and rooted communities
conrinue to suffer decline because they are
anable to provide a plausibly aathoritative
account for, not to mention enforce, those
norms rooted not in law, markets, or choice,
butin tradition, faith, and a deep respect for
the.particularity of place.
‘ ' —CALEB STEGALL
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THE RESTLESS
EVANGELICALS

Caleb Stegall on Finding the Common Good in an Augustinian Republic

Newsweek proclaimed 1976 the “year of the evangelical.” The following thirty-

odd years saw Evangelical Christians become a political force, playing a key role in the Reagan
revolution of the 1980s, the 1994 GOP Congressional take-over, the impeachment battles of the
late 1990s, and the two-term presidency of George W. Bush.

The year 2008, howevet, will likely be remembered as the year the Evangelical political
consensus—which had cohered so strongly around family values, industrial capitalism, and
American exceptionalism—I[ell apart.

Whig Evangelicals

Recently, their frustration with Republican scandal and corruption, perceived distespect [rom
party leadetship, and failures to restrict abortion and homosexual “marriage” have combined with
a renewed interest in social justice to lead many Evangelicals to re-evaluate their commitment to
the Republican party. This does not mean, however, that they are undergoing any substantial
change of heart. Whether “liberal” or “conservative,” Evangelical political thinking has been
remarkably consistent during the American centuries.

http://www.touchstonemag.com/archives/article.php?id=21-07-013-v 8/27/2013
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Evangelicals have been robust believers in what historian Herbert Butterfield has called the Whig
view of history, the tendency to interpret human events as a progressive march through time, to
produce a story that ratifies the present and promises an even more glorious future. Because their
faith is so dependent on stories of transformation and conversion, it “exists in tension,” as
Wilfred McClay put it, “with settled ways, established social hierarchies, customary usages, and

entrenched institutional forms.”

This whiggish spitit is the deepest Evangelical commitment, one that crosses political and
ecclesial lines. This Evangelical praise song is sounded in the key of world immanent salvation
with equal enthusiasm by right and left, by George Bush and Hillary Clinton, by Mike Huckabee
and Barack Obama. The claims of liberal theologians like Jim Wallis about the welfare state’s
ability to alleviate poverty are topped only by the claims of conservative theologians like Michael
Novak that capitalism can end global poverty.

The difficulty is clear. Each faction points the divine arrow of history in the direction it approves.
At the same time, Evangelicals’ unmediated individual access to God and the Scriptures leaves
them with little more than “What would Jesus do?” as a political argument.

Hence the thicket of Evangelical literature and its tangled appeals to what Jesus actually meant.
Hence the increasing hostility between factions, each of which has convinced itself that its
demands are the demands of history. Hence their acting as if their political failure equals the
defeat of God’s purposes in the world.

An older Christian political tradition, however, expressed most deeply and originally by St.
Augustine, may provide relief to today’s warring Evangelicals. On the first page of his
Confessions he writes: “Because thou hast made us toward thyself our heart is restless until it
rests in thee.” With that “toward thyself” Augustine expresses the earty Christian understanding
that man participates in his creation, both individuatly and collectively, as he either obeys and
moves towards God and rest ot he rebels and moves away from God into restlessness.

Elsewhere, in City of God, Augustine argues that the Roman concept of a “people” or polis as a
group “united by agreement on the right” is inadequate to the task of forming and sustaining a
common good. That is because agreement on what is right does not solve or even address the
problem of human desire and “drawn-ness.” He thus redefines a people as a group “united by

loved things held in common.”
Uniting Desire

For Augustine, membership in a political community is, then, an event of participation that orders
a people by attuning their desire and drawing them toward those loved things held in common.
Put simply, politics is the collective act of ordering human desire. It is at root a question of love
(that which orders our desires) rather than one of justice (that which orders our actions). History

http://www.touchstonemag.com/archives/article php?id=21-07-013-v 8/27/2013
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becomes both an account of that ordering and the source of that ordering.

What does a man or a society love? That is the key political question as far as Augustine is

concerned.

Evangelicals have tended to define themselves in very Roman terms. America is an idea. An idea,
however, can neither symbolize nor nurture a people’s response to the event of being drawn to
the loved things they hold in common—in political terms, the creation or founding of the nation.
An idea is far too abstract to account for or support a “founding.”

Believing in American history as the progressive march of ideas about “the right,” Evangelicals
are capiured by ideology. When they endlessly debate abstract principles and discard mote
concrete questions of desire centering on land, heritage, ritual, worship, forms, and kin as
nativist, parochial, or dangerous, they force us to ask: Is there anything concrete left around
which Americans (or at least regions of America) can cohere and which they can protect as loved

things held in common?

Evangelicals dream, in T. S. Eliot’s words, “of a system so perfect that no one will need to be
good.” Or to put an Augustinian cast on it, in a procedural system of bureaucratic, technocratic,
and meritocratic rules and regulations wherein the attunement of desire is no longer a political
concern. This error has led directly to America’s chief political problem: Americans (speaking
generally) do not much like their lives.

Having achieved the freedom to choose anything their hearts desire, they have forgotten what it is
they wanted in the first place. Any politicai question tending to lead them back to the Augustinian
question of what they love is recast in the procedural and mechanistic language of law (justice)
and markets (choice). Thus, most people have a sense that our public life today is “over-
lawyered” and “over-commercialized,” but few can explain why.

But we do need to be good. And goodness, as a political virtue, requires more than an abstract
ideal like freedom or equality or justice or a growing economy. It requires concrete objects of our
mutual love, affection, loyalty, and effort—it requires, literally, a commeon good.

Going Home

An Augustinian conception of the common good understands this world, in George Santayana’s
terms, as a suggested, yet missed, perfection. It views life as eucatastrophic—a joyful
catastrophe. It is deeply skeptical of historical claims of progress and more often than not sees
human limitations as burdens to be borne and sometimes celebrated, rather than problems to be

solved.

The implication for Evangelical politics of an Augustinian renewal is simply a turn towards

http://www.touchstonemag.com/archives/article.php?id=21-07-013-v 8/27/2013
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home, a turn towards discovering what Evangelicals hold affectionately and in common with
their neighbors. Thete is still a place for vigorous debate over questions of rights and justice and
all the rest. Unmoored from the question of desire, however, Evangelicals will remain as restless

as everyone else.

Culeb Stegall is a lawyer and writer in Perry, Kansas. His forthcoming book on the history of
prairie populismi and the future of American regionalism is due out from IST Books in 2009. He
end his wife Amr have five boys and attend Grace Evangelical Presbyterian Clurch in Lawrence,

Keansas, where Stegall serves as a ruling elder.

Letters Welcome: One of the reasons Towchstone exists is to encourage conversation among
Christians, so we welcome letters responding to articles or raising matters of interest to our
readers. [However, because the space is limited, please keep your letters under 400 words. All
letters may be edited for space and clarity when necessary. letters@touchstonemag,com
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- Commencement speakers sum up the wisdom of the age, and
last May Pulitzer Prize—winning author Anna Quindlen did so

with particular clarity. “I have seen your salvation, and it is youn,”
she told the graduating seniors of Sarah Lawrence College.
“Custody of your life belongs in full to you and you alone. Do
not cede it to anyone else,” she warned. “Why should you march
to any lockstep? Our love of lockstep is our greatest curse , |, .
because it tells us there is one right way to do things, to look, to
behave, to feel, when the only right way is to feel your heart ham-
mering inside you and to listen to what its tympani is saying.”
For Quindlen, conformity of any kind is our original sin, and sal-
vation cemes when we discover and express an authentic self
unencumbered by the demands of others.

But there is plenty of evidence to suggest that the more
intensely and dogmatically our culture has embraced the freedom
to march wherever our hammering hearts take us, the less free we
have become. John Adams wrote that should the citizens of this
country surrender “for any course of time to any one passicn,
they may depend upon finding it, in the end, a usurping, domi-

neering, cruel cyrant.” For most of Quindlen’s audience the real-

ization may dawn too late that they are not, in fact, a triumphant
phalanx marching together for their rights, but a confused assoxt-
ment of individuals cut off from family, community, and every
other meaningful connection.

In fact, one has to wonder why Quindlen heyself has not
noticed that unrestrained individualism is on the defensive,
Alarmed by individualisin’s less appealing fruits--corporate
fraud, sensationalist television, sexual licentiousness, and voter
apathy, to name a few—everyone from communitarian activists
on the left to family-values proponents on the right is taking up
the call for “civil society.”

Civil society—a ubiquitous phrase these days—pgenerally
tefers to soine conglomeration of voluntary associations, from
family and chuich to Pras and community volunteer programs
to Little League and book clubs. These “mediating structures,”
as they have been called, negotiate between the two competing
freedoms of a liberal democracy: the freedom of the individual
and the freedom of the community. Only the structures of civil
sociely, it is said, can nurture what Fletcher Moulton called
“obedience to the unenforceable”—the consensus that restrains
individual freedom enough to make a community livable while
still honoring individual particularity in a way that government
and the iarketplace cannot.

Caleb Stegafl {c_stegali@yahoo.com) is a practicing attarney, He lives with his wife Ann
and their four boys in rural Kansas.

It is now conventional wisdom that civil society is faiting.
Robert Putnam’s article “Bowling Alone,” which catalogued
America’s declining stock of “social capital,” was in the van-
guard, followed more recently by the essay collection Community
Works: The Revival of Civil Society in America and Putnam’s
own book-length follow-up. Putnam and others wazn that the
decline in voluntary association in Ametican society is sympto-
matic of a deeper sickness, which could imperil democracy itself,

Hard on Putnam’s heels are a plethora of forthcoming books
with names like Civil Society in the Information Age; Global Civil
Society; Church, State and Civil Society; and The Civil Society
Reader. 1f the established pattern holds, these books will be flled
with a variety of proposals for increasing volunteerism or encour-
aging voters or cleaning up neighborhoods or returning to com-
munity-based education. To be sure, these are good things. But-
we should pause for a moment and apply a bit of skepticism.
Chances are, when so many are so enthusiastic for something, it
is either not 2 good thing or its proponents have not fully calcu-
lated its cost.

HrsTor1aN GERTRUDE HIMMELFARB SOUNDS JUST SUCH A
skeptical note in Community Works, In Himmelfarb’s view, our
society’s mediating structures are actually part of the problem.
She notes that “the institutions of civil society—privaie schools
and universities, utions and nonprofit foundations, civic and
cultural oxganizations—are stronger and more {nfluential than
ever.” In fact, the mediating structures of our lives “have been
complicitous in fostering the very evils thar civil society is sup-
posed to mitigate.” They have promoted the “ideology of rights™
that ends up being the cause of their dissolution or, worse, their
transformation into “bureaucratic quasi-public institutions.”
Himmelfarb argues, for example, that efforts to force deadbeat
dads to pay child support have backfired. Rather than promoting
genuine community, focusing on child support reduces father-
hood to a “cash-nexus” between the father, inother, and children
whereby all are freed from real responsibility to one another. The
groups that promote child support will not acknowledge that
“money itself is not the problem; the real problem is the absence
of the father.”

Far from providing a check on individualism, the institutions
Himmelfarb cites perpetuate it, because they ate the fruit of one
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CALEB STEGALL

The Epistemology of the
Supermarket

About a month ago, my family and | gat chickens for the first
time. | sheltercd them and fed them, and they began to thrive.
How elegantly simple, | thought. Dinner (and breakfast) simmer-
ing slowly, very slowly, just autside my back door. Of course, it
has furned out not to be simple at all. There's the daily watering
and feeding and the intermitient cleaning and moving the pen to
fertilize a ditferent patch of ground. And the weather and foxes
“have taken on new significance, both threatening to end my
guest for sustenance in a fit of violence.

It is fascinating to be responsible for—to care for—my food
weeks and even months before | will eat it, In doing so lam
clumsily taking up the intricate dance steps performed by most
of those who have gane hefore me. And by repeating and renew-
ing the metions my ancestors knew by heart, | begin to rebuild
old ways of knowing. These ways of knowing teach me about
this place, this patch of ground; and they teach me about my
connections to those who went before me and thase who will
come after. | have begun, ever so slightly, to think differently
about the world.

There is epistermology in everything we do. If raising chickens
can change the way one thinks about the world, other methods
of finding food can have a similar effect, Qur culture’s dominant
way of knowing, when it comes to chickens, is the supermarket.
The supermarket sells a highly refined and mediated kind of
knowing, just the opposite of what the chicken coop has fo offer.
The knowledge one gets ai the supermarket is sterile, chilled,
sliced, and packaged. :

The supermarket is the Windows operating system of the
family table, user friendly fo a fault. The guts of the program are
hidden beneath the surface, The searless web of knowledge
from egg to chicken to omelet or pot-pie is processed and
reduced to its most consumable parts.

How does the epistemology of the supermarket affect the rest
of our lives? I'm beginning to think that its effect is more dra-
matic than we realize. After all, we will only find things to love
from the spectrum of what we know.

Henry David Thoreau wrote of his experience with heans: “It
was a singular experience(,] that long acquaintance which [ cul-
tivated with beans, what with planting, and hoeing, and harvest-
ing, and threshing, and picking over and selling them—the last
was the hardest of all—and | might add eating, for 1 did taste. |
was determined to know beans.” Those who buy chicken meat at
the supermarket (] among them for the time being) can eat
chicken to their hearts’ content (and most do}, but they will
never know chickens. And because they will never know chick-
ens, they will never be capable of loving the surprising things
revealed by such knowledge. &
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of modermity’s most corrosive features; mobility. “The

existence . . . of strong and enduring voluntary associations,” his-
rorian Wilfred McClay has observed, “depends upon the exis-
tence of strong involuntary associations.” It was easier for civil
society to flourish when people were stuck—with a family, a job,
a church, or a community. But in the modern world people are
ravely stuck anywhere, or with anyone. We moderns are mobile
partly because it is easier and cheaper than ever o seek greener
pastures in the next state or on the other side of the globe. But we
are also inobile because civil society has taught us to be. One
need look no farther than higher education, site of Anna
Quindlen’s paean to radical individualism. Civil society itself
now instructs us in the fine art of following our own hammering
hearts. As Karl Kraus said of psychology, it has become “the dis-
ease from which it pretends to be the cure.”

Restoring civil society, then, may be far more difficult than we
have imagined. It may no longer be sufficient simply to encour-
age volunteerism or community spirit. We have not yet consid-
ered changing how we think and how we know, which is another
way of saying that we have not attempted to change what we love.

WHY DOES THE MINDSET OF INDIVIDUALISTS MAKE IT NEARLY
impossible for them, even when advocating an invigorated civil
society, to stigmatize divorce rather than to stigmatize deadbeat
dads? The answer lies deep in the roots of our democracy itself,
which is, in the best sense of the word, liberal. Liberalism in this
sense, characterized by individual freedom in markes and poli-
tics, is triumphant at “the end of history.” It is unquestionably the
single greatest means human beings have developed of producing
econonic prosperity and political security. Bur liberalism’s suc-
cesses naturally run downhill: safety and full stamachs, yes, bur
also consumption over charity, technology over art, and license
over self-control, The grear weakness of liberalism is that it can-
not support the soul. Reflecting on what he called the “the wild
gas” of the French Revolution, Edmund Burke wrote that the
“effect of liberty to individuals is, that they may do what they
please: we ought to see what it will please them to do, before we
risk congratulations, which may soon be turned into complaints.”

Burke understood that individual liberty is no friend of civil
society. [ndividual freedom alone cannor shape what individuals
may please to do. And freedom without responsibility is eventu-
ally not freedom at alk. It becomes, rather, just another kind of
mastery, subjecting people to the one thing liberalism cannot
negate—the ever present I want. In a completely liberalized soci-
ety, there is nothing left but appetite.

So liheralism rests on what the English philosopher Michael




Oakeshott called the “politics of the felt need.” Oakeshott used
the heading of “Rationalism” to describe this temperament:

That anything should be allowed to stand between a society
and the satisfaction of the felt needs of each moment in its
history must appear to the Rationalist a piece of mysticism
and nonsense. . . . [The Rationalist sees unrolled before
him] the blank sheet of infinite possibility. And if by chance
this tabula rasa has been defaced by the irrational scribblings
of tradition-ridden ancestors, then the first task of the Ratio-
nalist must be to scrub it clean.

The Rationalist, says Oakeshott, has a “deep distrust of time,”
owing to his “impatient hunger for eternity.” Likewise, “his mind
has no atmosphere, no changes of season and temperature; his
intellectual processes, so far as possible, are insulated from all
external influence and go on in the void.” The flaw in the liberal
temperament is its deep distrust of place owing to its impatient
hunger for the eternity of the void. Both time and place restrict
our ability to be whatever we choose, to fnd our “salvation,” as
Quindlen would have it, in the actualization of our rootless
selves. But particular times and places are, in fact, the essence of
civil society, anchoring us to the real and the concrete instead of
allowing our appetites to soar through the infinite expanse of
possible desires. '

So the restoration of civil society will require disciplining our-
selves to this other temperament, one which draws jts moods and
tones from the “season and temperature” of its atmosphere. It is
the temperament, or discipline, of place. And this discipline
brings with it a concrete way of thinking, Instead of secing
through things, those who embrace the discipline of place see out
froin within them.

T. S. Eliot meditated on these themes in the fourth of his Four
Quartets, a poem called “Little Gidding,” which charts modern
man’s struggle to know the infinite reaches of both history and
the universe. In this liberal search for timeless, placeless knowl-
edge, “From wrong to wrong the exasperated spirit proceeds.”
But when the poem’s pilgrim ponders death—"the constitution
of silence” —he begins to apptoach humility and recognizes that
“love of a country / Begins as an attachment to our own feld,”
that “Histoty is now.” Toward the end Elior offers this benedic-
tion for those who embrace the discipline of place:

We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.

Eliot is summing up the wisdom of Western history: from
Homer's ITiad and Odyssey to the parable of the prodigal son to
the history of the American frontier, we inherit a continuing
dance between exploration and homecoming, We cannot “know
the place for the first time” unless we have first left it, but in ledv-
ing, our end must be to return back home. Wendell Berry writes
as Odysseus undoubt-

that the reader of the Odyssey knows
edly does also--the extent of his love for Penelope because he
can return to her only by choosing her, at the price of death.”

The good human life does not end with individual liberty but
proceeds on to respensibility. '

WE MODERNS ARE DEFINED BY CONSTANT MOTION RATHER
than by sitting still. We can be anywhere in a second but rarely
stay anywhere longer than that. We have developed an aversion
to fixing things—and to fixed things. We would rather discard

. and replace than care for and renew.

It is more and more difficult for us to imagine making
Odysseus’s choice to forsake eternity for home. Liberalism’s
jdeas have consequences—from widespread divorce to mass
marketing to spaghetti interchanges—but those consequences
also shape ideas, reinforcing the frame of mind that gave birth to
them. They break our ties to imagination, to craft, to the land,
and to the shop, so that our cities and pastures alike are blighted.
Because we have repeatedly bowed at the altar of convenience,
we are isolated from the very things that would feed and nourish -
our souls. It should be no wonder that civil society has largely
lost its ability to mediate berween the individual and society at
large. It should be no wonder that people live with a vague sense
of lostness. We have become a people without a place.

The good news is that while we have abandoned place, it has
not (yet) abandoned us. Place is still all around us, to be picked
up, dusted off, repaired, and used again. To be sure, doing thisis
hard. The discipline of place is sacrificial, and it is often seen as
foolishness in a liberalized world. But as with all sacrifice, it can
be redemptive.
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What might this look like? Tn his 1986 book The Horse in the
Furrow, George Ewart Evans quotes an old English farmband,
Harry Groom, on the difference between farming “today” and

farming in an older tine.

T¢'s all rush today. . . . You see it when 2 farmer takes over a
new farm: he goes in and plants straight-way, right out of
the book., But if one of the old farmers took 2 new farm, and
you walked round the land with him and asked him: “What
are you going to plant here and here?” he'd look at you
queer; because he wouldn’t plant nothing much at first.
He'd wait a bit and see what the land was like: he'd prove
the land first. . . . He'd walk on it and feel it through his
boots and see if it was in good heart, before he planted any-
thing: he’d sow only when he knew what the land was fit for.

One man sees “from above™; he quantifies things and meas-
ares his time in number of acres plowed. The other man, how-
ever, sees things “from within”; he values things and measures
his time by the meaning of what he has done. The first man is
merely at work; the second is at home.

“This world has a spiritual life possible in it,” wrote George
Santayana, “which looks not to another world but to the beauty
and perfection that this world suggests, approaches, and
misses.” This is the only spiitual life possible, and it is possible
only by placing oneself in time and place. Not only is this life
possible, it is necessaty. Civil society is ultimately about protect-
ing the yulnerable— but to protect the yulnerable places and
pecple around us, we must not just know them rationally, we
must love them.

This is an apricultural model of renewal. Tt is about making 2
way of life closer to home, more becoming of our better nATUIes,
attached to the soil, as it were. But the renewal of civil society is
certainly not restricted to the farm. It can occuz anywhere people
are willing to begin to try to see ouf from within things rather

than always trying to see through them. But the discipline of
place must always involve real places and real things. If moder-
nity is an exercise in unsticking ourselves from family, job, and
home, the discipline of place is an exercise in resticking.

ism. Civil society will only be worthy of the name when people

begin to make Odysseus’s choice: to step out of the void, pather
together the permanent things scattered and strewn throughout
their lives, and begin the hard work of cherishing. &
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Anna Quindlen is wrong. The good life, and the good society,
begins only when we anhitch our hearts from radical individual-
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Liberty Opinion: o1 May 2008

Trading Jeffersonian virtues for lawyers and corporate bosses is no way to run a
democracy -- or protect liberty, says Caleb Stegall.

Kansas' bad bargains

For neaxly 200 years now, Alexis de Tocqueville has been our
surest guide to understanding the character and trajectory of
tbe American experiment in liberal democracy.

While Tocqueville is often cited for his positive assessmentts
of American democracy, his work offers stark warnings as
well. Tocqueville was perhaps the first to understand and
articulate clearly the bargain of democracy which traded the
instability of the coarseness of the moh and the nohility and
dignity of the aristocracy for a more uniform triviality of
manners and pettiness of everyday life. Later critics of
modern democracies from G.K. Chesterton and Aldous
Huxley to T.S. Eliot and Russell Kirk have decried this
exchange arguing, in essence, that such a bargain deprives

htp://www kansasliberty.com/opinions/editorials-from-other-kansas-leaders/caleb-stegall/... 8/27/2013
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men of the full range of what it means to be human, and thus
of the resources to fashion a truly humane society.

— Tocqueville put it best when he argued
X Country Party that the benevolent, universalizing and
centralized power of modern
democracy will “cover the surface of
society with a network of smal,
complicated rules, minute and
uniform” until man’s will “is not
shattered, but softened, bent, and
guided.” By this process, society “is
reduced to nothing better than a flock of timid and
industrious animals of which the government is the
shepherd” of an “innumerable multitude of men, alt equal
and alike, incessantly endeavoring to procure the petty and
paltry pleasures with which they glut their lives.” This form
of total control is “combined more easily than is cormmonly
believed” with “outward forms of freedom” and can even be
established under the “sovereignty of the people.”

For those of us living in 215" Century America, this passage
has a chilling air of the prophetic. Examples abound, but two
recent news items here in Kansas are sufficient to
demonstrate Tocqueville’s thesis. Last month Governor
Sebelius announced the formation of the “Kansas Innovation
Consortium.” The Consortium was described as consisting of
a “powerhouse lineup” of corporate leaders formed to help
promote the ubiquitous thing called “economic development”
in Kansas. Sebelius described the Consortium’s role as taking
a “strategic look at the future.” The co-chair of the
Consortium said she hoped the group would “shape the
future of the state.” Whatever this means, it is emphatically
not the case that this sinister-sounding Consortium between
the far-reaching power of the state and the powerhouse
lineup of corporate bosses means more freedom and self-
determination for ordinary Kansas citizens.

Similarly, last nonth in defending the exclusive prerogative
of Kansas lawyers to select judges for our state’s highest
courts, the president of the Kansas bar, Linda Parks, scoffed
at the notion that this system might offend ordinary

folks. Parks employed the standard shield of “judicial
independence” to keep regular people out of the selection
process and declared that lawyers are not a “special interest
group” because of their diversity of opinions and views. It is
difficult to completely descrihe the perniciousness of this
view, but let it suffice to say it would be difficult to imagine
Ms. Parks employing the saine logic to restrict political
control to, say, land-owning white men.

The president of the Kansas bar, Linda Parks, scoffed at the

notion that giving lawyers the exclusive right to select judges
might offend ordinary folks.
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Ms. Parks goes on to describe objections to the current
system of lawyer control as “lawyer bashing,” to which the
only appropriate response may be that there is a good reason
lawyer bashing has such a strong pedigree in historically free
societies.

All of this raises the question most pressing on us now; a
question that violates the PC codes of all the major political
powers of our day: Are we free? For in fact, what Tocqueville
was describing is what has been called by one eminent
political philosopher the “swindle of consent.”

We live in the shadow of many masters—there are the tax
masters, the monied masters, the loan officer and the payroil
clerk; the town inspector, the county inspector, the state
inspector, the code enforcer and the pernit doler; there is the
dog catcher and the license examiner and even the busy-hody
do-gooder from tbe heart and lung association who snubs out
our cigarettes with one hand while paying her registered
lobbyist with the other; there are the ad men and experts of
all colors and stripes telling us what to buy, what to eat, what
to read, and what to believe; there are the snooty professors
and the imported school superintendents; the shipping
barons, the oil barons, the corn barons, the food scientists,
the Wal-Mart feeding trough, and the health care gods; the
economic planners and the few who select our judicial
masters. And once consent to these masters is given, opting
out is rarely an easy (or legal) option.

Still, it has not always been so. Ainerican democracy, and
Kansas in particular, has always been leavened by the
Jeffersonian spirit of the small-hold freeman, the yeoman
farmer, the independent small merchant, the frontiersman,
tbe prairie populists, the lover of liherty who—with his sturdy
virtues born of necessity and struggle and scarcity—became
self-sufficient, caring and doing for himself, his fainily, and
bis community. This is also our heritage, yet it is in danger of
becoming a museum set piece.

American democracy, and Kansas in particular, has always
been leavened by the Jeffersonian spirit of the prairie
populist, the lover of liberty.

Barack Obama recently elicited conservative rage by
describing rural and small town Americans as bitter and
clinging for succor to God, guns, and xenophobia. While
Obama does a fremendous disservice to those he caricatures,
his critics do likewise when they pretend that no such
resentment exists. In fact, such resentment is real, hut it does
not stem from the lack of state or federal handouts, hut rather
from the very real lack of power ordinary citizens are
experiencing,.

Where does that leave us? With the difficult job of recovering
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the sturdy Jeffersonian virtues of the freeman—virtues of
thrift, being rooted in one’s place, hard work, pride of
ownership, the orderly use of time, fierce independence of
spirit, self-sufficiency, charity towards one's neighbor, a
refusal to bend the knee to any master, membership in a
communal identity, and a return to family economies that
place a strong incentive on having children.

This is what has been called the Country Party. In the
agrarian thinker Ralph Borsodi’s terms, membership in the
Country Party represents a level of freedom and
independence far greater than that created by “the
infinitesimal fraction of political power represented by a
vote.”

Kansas Liberty columnist Caleb Stegall is a lawyer and
writer in Perry, Kansas. His book on the history of prairie
populism in Kansas is forthcoming from ISI Books in 2009.

Contact caleb.stegall@kansasliberty.com

[ Logintoadd comments |
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HOME NEWS WEEK IN REVIEW POLITICS & POLICY OPINIONS LIBERTY JOURNAL RESOURCES WHAT'S NEW
ABOUT

Liberty Opinion: 12 May 2008

Political elites have made typieal Kansans the enemy. According to the Sierra
Club, for examnple, "There is no place in Kansas worth preserving.” Caleb Stegall
says it's time Kansans fought back.

False economics and malignant
growth

In 1890 a small western Kansas town sponsored a public
debate on the statement: “Opportunities have never been
better in Kansas.”

Taking the affirmative was a lawyer recently immigrated from
the east. By all reported accounts, he acquitted himself well,
giving a fine and persuasive speech.

When the lawyer finished, a local
farmer, seizing the opportunity to take
the negative, got up and proceeded to
shovel a load of freshly harvested corn
into the wood stove. He sat down
without saying a word.

http://www kansasliberty .comn/opinions/editorials-from-other-kansas-leaders/caleb-stegall/...  8/27/2013



False economics and malignant growth — Kansas Liberty Page 2 of 5

As the local press reported it, those in
attendance nnanimously agreed that
the farmer had won the debate. In
1890 corn was worth more as [uel than
as food, and that simple fact trumped
every theoretical or flowery argument
the eastern establishment could make.

Following the Civil War, Kansas
became the new Promised Land for many Americans anxious
for a fresh start. Kansas boosters {many of them Yankee,
industrial, and urban business interests of the eastern
seaboard newly freed from the war) promoted Kansas as a
land of golden opportunity. The Party of Lincoln, the
reconstituted Whigs, has always been the party of success and
boom, the party of industry and development, the party of
money and opportunity.

Following “bleeding Kansas” the GOP was full of optintism
and preached a gospel of Progress projecting a bright and
glorious Future. Kansas became the shining emblem of this
vision, the new “land flowing with milk and honey” as many

put it in the 1860s and 705.[1]

Andrew Carnegie famously put a name to this ideology and
called it the “Gospel of Wealth.” The prevailing attitude of the
westward expansion was: freedom had been won, the Union
preserved, and now it was time to get rich. Enterprising
farmers were accompanied on the westward trek by a hevy of
money lenders, industrializers, railroaders, and Repuhlican
politicians.

From 1870 to 1890 Kansas was the fastest growing state in
the Union according to all leading indicators, from
population to industry to agriculture to, ominously, runaway
government spending and exploding private and public

debt, Government, and the Republican Party specifically, was
seen as a benevolent partner in boom. Government
subsidized the corporate, banking, and railway interests to an
astonishing degree, primarily through bond financing and
government backed low or no interest loans to business
interests. Public assistance reached its zenith during the
railway boom when puhlic money went to the railroads at a
rate of $10,000 per mile of track. By 1890, fully one-fifth of

KS acreage was owned by the railroads.[?]

Another engine of the Kansas booin was both public and
private debt. By 1880, Kansas had obligated itself on so many
development bonds and other financing measures that it had
the largest per capita public debt of any state. By 1890, 60%
of the privately held land was mortgaged making Kansas the

most privately indebted state as well.[3]
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Kansans in the Gilded Age had placed their trust in men and
a party who had rejected classic laissez faire policics in favor
of viewing government as an active instrument for material
progress and economic expansion and development.

Due to a numbher of factors, however, including crushing debt,
skyrocketing taxes, industrialized agricultural practices, and
centralized control of land and capital by eastern interests,
the boem turned to bust as the bottom fell out of the grain
markets. At the end of the 1880s many a farmer was reciting
the mantra “In God we trusted, in Kansas we busted,” and by
1890, when it became clear who was getling rich and whe was
getting screwed, revolt and revolution was in the air.

1890 marks the beginning of the era of the prairie populists
in American politics.

1890 marks the beginning of the era of the prairie populists
in American politics. Though the movement was later
overrun by new progressives and socialists culminating in the
New Deal orthodoxy that still dominates our political
conversation today—strengthening the role of the federal
government and forever ending the founding vision of a
confederacy of independent and free states—at its birth, the
movement of prairie populists wanted something very
different.

In 1886, a hardware store owner (and future populist
Congressman) in Clay Center named William Vincent gave a
speech at the Clay Center Debate Club and declared the
foundational populist principle that “every man has a right to
the product of his own labor.”

Anticipating objection Vincent cast himself and his fellow
“radicals” as inheritors of the sturdy Jeffersonian principles
of America’s founding and cast the government and business
interests as the real socialists: “It is not asked that there shall
be a division of property. ... Communism in any form is bad,
but that particular form which takes from the few and gives to
all is certainly no worse than that which takes from the many

and gives to the few.”!4) Or, as the great national populist
leader William Jennings Bryan would put it a decade later:
“The great masses of our people are interested, not in getting
their hands into other people’s pockets, but in keeping the
hands of other people out of their pockets.” The issue, so far
as Vincent was concerned, was plutocracy versus a
democratic republic.

The Republican establishment was quick to respond to this
political heresy with epithets of “communists,” “bomb-
throwers,” and “anarchists.” Republican Governor John
Martin referred in 1886 to “those noisy, turhulent, and
vicious demagogues and loafers who muster under the flag of

the anarchist and communist.”t5]
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But ordinary Kansans understood their political vision as
refined in the shared difficulties of agrarian struggle, frontier
challenges, and self-sufficiency in the midst of scarcity.

This vision was articulated clearly by a letter published in the
March 1887 issue of the Kansas Farmer:

“Seventy years ago each community contained
the nucleus of an independent empire; there was
the hatter, the tailor, and more independent than
any sort, the farmer, who raised his own food and
manufactured most of his own clothing. There
was no barrier to free exchange, for producer and
consumer lived in the same community. To-day,
nearly all of the above mentioned traces are
concentrated in a few great factories, employing
thousands of men and representing millions of
capital. And between the producer and consumer
is the railway, upon which both are equally
dependent, .., This vast accumulation of wealth
and irresponsible power over the commerce of
the country has produced evils which are
destroying repuhlican eguality and personal

independence of character.”(©]

Unfortunately, this political vision of republican equality and
personal independence of character did not survive the great
political transformation that occurred in this country in the
half-century following the populist revolt.

It has, however, been carried on quietly in backwards places
by sturdy men and women of republican character and
virtue. And there are signs that we may finally be ready for a
resurgence of this vision nationally.

There are signs that we may finally be ready for a resurgence
of the political vision of republican equality and personal
independence of character nationally.

It’s 2008 and once again, corn is worth more as fuel than as
food. The global food and energy crisis spawned by declining
oil supplies, the emergence of a global consumer class, and of
irresponsible bipartisan policies of benevolent government in
the form of agricultural and especially ethanol subsidies has
once again created a teetering economy defined by big
gambles on a future of alleged limitless growth supported by
a progressive ideology which is more rickety now than at any
time since 1890,

Both sides of our unified class of political and economic elites
are to blame. National and state “conservatives” continue to
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spend at obscene levels and trumpet government as a
benevolent partner in “growth” with disastrous subsidy
policies while entittement boosters and environmentalists of
the left continue to seek solutions in the most aggressive
government interference imaginable. Advocating turning
Kansas into a vast wind factory, a high ranking official of the
supposedly “conservationist” Sierra Club has notoriously said
that “there is no place in Kansas worth preserving.”

It is time to be clear; our political elites have made Kansas
and Kansans the enemy. Growth predicated on

flawed economic policies, a dependence on government, and
a servility to "progressive” political ambitions are a direct
attack on the integrity and character of our homes and
hearths.

It is time for a resurgence of the politics of republican
equality and personal independence of character. Kansas led
this fight once and can again.

[4] See e.g., O. Gene Clanton, Kansas Populism: Ideas and
Men (1969) at 25.

(2] 14, at 28.
(3] 14,

[4] w.D. Vincent, Government Loans to the People, People’s
Party Pamphlets (Kansas State Historical Society).

[5) Topeka Daily Capital, September 16, 1886.

(6] Kansas Farmer, March 1887, as quoted in Clanton at 37.

Kansas Liberty columnist Caleb Stegall is a lawyer and
writer in Perry, Kansas. His book on the history of prairie
populism in Kansas 1s forthcoming from ISI Books in 2009.

Send cormments to caleb.stegall@kansasliberty.com
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HOME NEWS WEEK IN REVIEW POLITICS & POLICY OPINIONS LIBERTY JOURNAL RESOQURCES WHAT'S NEW
ABOUT

Liberty Opinion: o2 July 2008

Which is better for Kansas (and the country): Democrats who are conservatives
and defend conservative principles? Or Republicans who pretend to be
conservatives but abandon conservative prineiples? Caleb Stegall explains why
the choice is so simplec.

Kansas’ Left Conservatives

A quick political quiz. Which Kansas governor—the most conservative governor our state has
had in at least the last fifty years—said the following things?

o “Government does not have all the answers nor can it address but a small portion of the
challenges we face.”

e “We shall not achieve the ideals for which this state was founded as
long as Kansas turns its back on the unborn. To ignore injustice is
simply not the Kansas way of doing things. ... When we come right
down to it, it is the character and the courage of our state which is at

risk.”

e “Historically, in Kansas, when rural Kansas prospered the state as a
: whole enjoyed prosperity ... as [citizens] carried with them from the
farms and rural communities strong moral and ethical values, a work ethic and a
commitment to family and community that constantly invigorated business.”

e “The game is up for the insiders ... who have closeted theinselves under the domes too
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long.”

¢ “We need Lo make America aware that families preserving a farm from one generation to
the next are better stewards of our water and soil than some faceless corporation in Chicago
or Dallas.”

e “Our tax rates threaten the vitality of Kansas' small businesses and farm operations. ...
Even more intolerable, the property tax—coupled with higher corporate income tax—resulis
in a tax burden that places Kansas as the highest taxing state in this region.”

e “The people of this state want meaningful property tax relief ... they want an end to
unchecked growth in government and taxes. They want their government to be open and
their public servants to be responsive.”

If you guessed... Joan Finney, you win today’s silver star.

Yes, it is Finney—a Democrair—who takes home the laurels as Kansas’s most conservative
governor in living memory. It's true, the competition has not been fierce, but still, consider
the evidence.

Finney fundamentally viewed government as the problem, not the solution. She used her
bully pulpit to preach the rough egalitarianism of a boot-strap gospel, repeatedly telling
people not to look to government but rather to themselves, their families, and their
communities for solutions.

Finney abhorred waste in government and the burden of taxation. She vetoed tax increases
and used her line-item to strike bloated deficit spending. She balanced the budget and forced
an “existing resources” budget through a recalcitrant state legislature which increased general
fund spending by only one-half of one percent. (Pause and let that sink in, especially in light
of our current GOP-controlled legislature which treats the mere mention of holding to 3%
budget increases with the tantrums of a spoiled child.}

Finney held the traditional view that power corrupts, and therefore power ought to be as
decentralized as possible, ideally making each family unit and community as self-sufficient as
feasible.

Finney held the traditional view that power corrupts, and therefore power ought to be as
decentralized as possible, ideally making each family unit and community as self-sufficient as
feasible. To that end, her biggest policy reform—which ended in failure—was to introduce to
Kansas the direct democracy of the initiative and referendum.

Finney was unapologetically and fiercely pro-life, and as the above makes clear, she viewed
the ongoing abortion nightmare as a deep stain on the legacy of Kansas’ founding as the “free
state” and the primary threat to our state’s character. She signed abortion restrictions into
law while complaining bitterly that the measures were not stringent enough.

Finney actually abolisbed state agencies and her approach to markets was sometbing at least
approaching laissez faire. She regularly quoted and traced her political lineage to Tbeodore
Roosevelt and was the self-described heir of the Kansas Populist Party of the 1890s.

In this, Finney was an eatly example of a new kind of politician emerging out of

the left right split that had dominated American politics during the Cold War. In
the 80s, social eritic Christopher Lasch noted that those conventional political
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