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Session of 2011

House Concurrent Resolution No. 5018

By Committee on Education

2-17

A PROPOSITION to revise article 6 of the constitution of the state of

Kansas; relating to education.

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Kansas, two-thirds of
the members elected (or appointed) and qualified to the Senate and two-
thirds of the members elected (or appointed) and qualified to the House
of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1. The following proposition to amend the constitution of
the state of Kansas shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the state
for their approval or rejection: Article 6 of the constitution of the state of
Kansas is hereby revised to read as follows:

"Article 6. -- EDUCATION

"§ 1. Sechools—and-—related—institutions—and—aetivities—System of
public education. The legislature shall provide for intellectual,
educational, vocat10na1 and sc1ent1ﬁc 1mprovement by estabhshmg and
maintaining publie-s 8 : d
a system of publzc educatzon Wthh may be orgamzed and changed in
such manner as may be pr0v1ded by law

n§2 ate d
Govermmce (a) The—}egts-}aﬁrfe—s-haﬁ—pfeﬁde—fer—a—ﬁ&te—be&fd—e{;

may—be—pfeﬂded—by—}aw- Tl he legzslature shall make sultable provision

for the governance of the system of public education and the schools and
institutions that are parts of the system.

(b) The legislature shall provide for the supervision of
elementary and secondary schools and such other educational

institutions and interests.
) (¢) The legislature shall provide for a—state—board—of-

regents—and—forits—eentroland the supervision of public institutions of
h1gher educatlon—Pubhe—msﬁ&mﬁs—ef—hrgheFedﬂeaﬁeﬁ—shaH—rﬂehd&

degrees and such other educatzonal 1nst1tut10ns and edueaﬂeﬁa-l 1nterests

as may be provided by law. The-state-board-of regentsshall-performsuech
her-diti 1 bed—bv-tavw
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(d) The legislature may provide for such other
instrumentalities of governance, supervision or control of the schools,
educational institutions and interests of the state as the legislature may
deem necessary. Such instrumentalities shall perform such duties as
may be provided by law.

te) (e) Any municipal university shall be operated, supervised
and controlled as may be provided by law.

1" NMomberean ctatethaard

shall appoint a secretary of education, subject to confirmation by the
senate. The secretary shall serve at the pleasure of the governor and
exercise such powers and perform such duties as may be provided by
law.

"$5: §4. Loeeal Public elementary and secondary schools.

Eeeal Public elementary and secondary schools under—the—general-

supervistonr—of—the—state—board—of—edueation shall be maintained,
developed and operated by locally elected boards. When authorized by

law, such boards may make and carry out agreements for cooperative
operation and administration of educational programs anderthegeneral

stperviston—of-the—state-board-ofedueation;—but . A/l such agreements

shall be subject to limitation, change or termination by the legislature.
The secretary of education shall exercise such supervision over the
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maintenance, development and operation of public elementary and
secondary schools as may be provided by law.

"§&6: §5. Finance. (a) The legislature shall make suitable
provision for finance of the system of public education. The legislature
may levy a permanent tax for the use and benefit of state institutions of
higher education and appe ate-the—satite he

sevefal—mst-rtut-teﬁs—whteh—}evy- provzde for appomonment and
appropriation shall-eentinneuntil-changed-bystatute: of the proceeds of

such tax. Further appropriation and other provision for finance of
institutions of higher educatlon may be made by the leglslature

(b) Fhedeg suitable-provision
ﬂ&e—edtte&t-teﬂa-l—mtefests—e-f—t-he—st&te- No tultlon shall be charged for
attendance at any public school or other public educational institution to

pupils persons required by law to attend such school;exeeptsueh-fees-or
supplemental-eharges-as-may-be or institution. Fees other than tuition
may be charged to such persons when authorized by law. The legislature
may authorize the—state—beard—ofregents—to—establish or require the

charging of tuition; and other fees and-eharges—atinstitutions—underits
supervistert: for attendance at any public school or other public

educational institution to persons who are not required by law to attend
such school or institution.

(c) No religious sect or sects shall control any part of the
public educational funds.

"§7 §6. Savings clause. (&) All laws in force at the time of
the adoption of this amendment and consistent therewith shall remain in
full force and effect until amended or repealed by the legislature. All
laws inconsistent with this amendment, unless sooner repealed or
amended to conform with this amendment, shall remain in full force and
effect until July 1, +969 201 2

Sec. 2. The followmg statement shall be printed on the ballot with
the amendment as a whole:

“Explanatory statement. The education article of the state constitution
is very explicit in specifying the manner in which certain functions in the
field of public education are to be performed. For example, the education
article specifies that the function of governance of public schools and
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other public education institutions will be performed by the state board
of education or the state board of regents. Since the education article is
so explicit with regard to the performance of certain functions in the field
of public education, the legislature is restrained from providing for
changes in the performance of such functions by statute even though
changes may be deemed necessary or desirable by the people.

“A vote for this proposition would not mandate a change in public
education policy or governance. A vote for this proposition would amend
the education article to make its operation more flexible so that the
legislature, and through its members, the people, would have more
freedom in providing for public education policy and governance.

“A vote against this proposition will continue in effect the present
operation of the education article.”

Sec. 3. This resolution, if approved by two-thirds of the members
elected (or appointed) and qualified to the Senate, and two-thirds of the
members elected (or appointed) and qualified to the House of
Representatives shall be entered on the journals, together with the yeas
and nays. The secretary of state shall cause this resolution to be
published as provided by law and shall cause the proposed amendment to
be submitted to the electors of the state at the general election in the year
2011 unless a special election is called at a sooner date by concurrent
resolution of the legislature, in which case it shall be submitted to the
electors of the state at the special election.



