Testimony by Wendell Turner
SB-262

My name is Wendell Turner. I live in Wichita and I am Speaker of the
Kansas Silver Haired Legislature.

Today I want to talk about my Grandsons, Barry and Troy and how they
have been treated the last four years because Grandparents don’t have rights.

But first I want to talk about the budget which I know is a real challenge for
all of you so I want to help you with that. The best way to put it is
Grandparents work cheaper than foster parents. In fact I have known
Grandparents to pay for the privilege of taking care of their Grandchildren if
they can afford it, some if they can’t afford it.

It cost over $26,000 a year to keep a child in foster care.

You do the math.

While the budget is important what I really care about is Grandchildren and
how they are being torn away from their families for no reason other than
Grandparents.don’t have rights to their Grandchildren in the State of Kansas.

On the evening of May 4, 2007 the same evening Greensburg was destroyed
by a tornado SRS and the Wichita Police took Barry and Troy into protective -
custody. The protective part didn’t work out to well.

We were fortunate that a neighbor called and told us they had been taken. If
she hadn’t we wouldn’t have known what happened to those little boys.

Let me thank you now for passing the Bill last session making Grandparents
interested parties without having to ask. We can never thank you enough for
that. Now that you have us in the court room we would like to be recognized
as important persons in those children’s lives.

Since Barry and Troy had spent about as much time at our house as they did

at their dad’s house — in fact they had their on room at our house — we

assumed they would be coming to us. What they did was take them to the

Wichita Children’s Home. I called the next day and they gave me a number

to call on Monday at SRS. :
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The lady I talked to at SRS ask me a lot of questions and told me they would
¢ in touch.

We were ordered to appear in court the next Wednesday. Why I don’t know.
We were always treated as if we didn’t count. We were to learn later we
didn’t.

In our ignorance we thought we would be bringing the boys home with us
because we thought everyone would do what was best for the children. 1
have never been so wrong about anything in my rather long life at a time I
needed to be right. We dusted their room, stocked up on groceries and
Grandma prepared their favorite foods. Grandmas know these things.

When we got to court we took a seat in the waiting room and after a while
the boys came in with their keeper - officially known as a Family Support
Worker — and he worked for Youthville and he would be with the boys
anytime they were in Wichita.

He later told me his previous experience was fence builder and now he was
in charge of 2 of our Grandkids. The boys broke away from their keeper and
ran over to us and after the hugs little Troy said, “How did you know where
we were”. That poor little boy thought he was lost forever. The keeper said
we have to go see the judge and that was the last time we saw them for a
month.

Keep in mind they had never spent a night any where except at their dad’s
house or ours.

We were finally called into the court room and the judge looked up and said,
“is this the Grandparents”? Some lady who seemed to be a little smarter than
the rest said, “yes” and that was the last time we were recognized as living in
the same world as the rest of that bunch. After the judge left the smart lady
that could say, “yes” gave us a Youthville case managers business card with
another number on the back and said someone would contact us about the
boys coming to live with us. Our contact person would be the keeper
although he never returned our calls. Youthville was now in control of our
grandkids and they were in trouble.
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The next day I called the children’s home and ask if we could come see the
boys. I was told they were no longer there. They had been moved to a foster
home in Lyons. Everyone in that court room knew that but us the day before
and no one told us. We were stunned to say the least.

We finally received letter in the mail informing us of a case pian meeting at
Youthville in a couple of weeks.

When we got to the meeting it had been going on for an hour and a half but
we hadn’t been invited to that part. That by the way is against the law.

During the meeting I noticed that one of Barry’s 6™ grade teachers was
there. I thought that strange because when he was Barry’s teacher he would
call the heuse in the summer and ask if Barry could go swimming. We
wouldn’t let him go. He would drive by their house real slow and watch the
kids if they were outside.

When the meeting was over we were told to stay. The keeper and some girl
we hadn’t seen before or since wanted to talk to us. We thought they were
going to tell us when the boys would be coming to us. We learn slow. After
everyone else left we were told we wouldn’t get the boys. My wife said, “I
think it’s time to get a lawyer”. The girl said, “It won’t do you any good
because Grandparents don’t have rights”. We thought she was lying. She
wasn’t.

I ask the keeper who was taking them and he said, “That teacher”. I
explained to him they would not be going to that teacher and when he found
out we were objecting he withdrew.

I have placed a paper in front of each of you and at the top it says
KAKEland and in the top right is a picture of that teacher. He currently
resides in the Cowley County jail awaiting trial for chiid molestation.

That is the person Youthville picked to teke care of our Grandchildren over
us.

Finally after spending $ 2,000 of our retirement fund on a lawyer the boys
came to live with us for 10 months. Youthville recommended they be sent
back to the place they were taken from in-conditions just.as bad as they were
removed from.



We have never been allowed to speak in court and our lawyer was never
allowed to attend the back room meetings where they decided what to do
with the boys.

Over 18,000 Grandparents in Kansas are taking care of their Grandchildren
but they can be taken away without cause on the whim of a case manager.

1 could go on and on about what happened to those little boys, In fact I have
written a book about it but time is limited.

We aren’t asking for much, just the right to protect our Grandchildren.
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