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Wildlife and Parks Commission 

Notice of Public Hearing 

A public hearing will be conducted by the Wildlife and Parks Commission at 7:00 p.m., 
Thursday, April 21,2011 at the KDWP Region 4 Office, 6232 E. 29th St. N, Wichita, Kansas, to 
consider the approval and adoption of proposed regulations of the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks. 

A general discussion and workshop meeting on business of the Wildlife and Parks 
Commission will begin at 1 :30 p.m., April 21 at the location listed above. The meeting will 
recess at 5:30 p.m. then resume at 7:00 p.m. at the same location for more business and the 
regulatory hearing. There will be public comment periods at the beginning of the afternoon and 
evening meetings for any issues not on the agenda and additional comment periods will be 
available during the meeting on agenda items. Old and new business may also be discussed at 
this time. If necessary to complete business matters, the Commission will reconvene at 9:00 a.m. 
April 22 at the location listed above. 

Any individual with a disability may request accommodation in order to participate in the 
public meeting and may request the meeting materials in an accessible fonnat. Requests for 
accommodation to participate in the meeting shOUld be made at least five working days in 
advance of the meeting by contacting Sheila Kemmis, Commission Secretary, at (620) 672-5911. 
Persons with a hearing impairment may call the Kansas Commissiot6fDeafand Hardl-Iearing 
at 1-800-432-0698 to request special accommodations. 

This 60-day notice period prior to the hearing constitutes a public comment period for the 
purpose of recei ving written public comments on proposed administrative regulations. 

All interested parties may submit written comments prior to the hearing to the Chainnan 
of the Commission, Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, 1020 S. Kansas Ave, Suite 200, 
Topeka, KS 66612 or to sheila.kemmis@ksoutdoors.com if electronically. All interested parties 
will be given a reasonable opportunity at the hearing to express their views orally in regard to the 
adoption of the proposed regulations. During the hearing, all written and oral comments 
submitted by interested parties will be considered by the commission as a basis for approving, 
amending and approving, or rejecting the proposed regulations. 

In addition to the previously published notice, the regulation that will be heard during the 
regulatory hearing portion of the meeting are as follows: 

K.A.R. 115-7-9. This permanent regulation establishes requirements for weigh-in black 
bass fishing tournaments. The proposed amendment would require tournaments to exclude any 
fish at weigh-in that do not meet the length limit for the specific body of water where the 
tournament is being held. 

Economic Impact Summary: The proposed amendments are not anticipated to have any 
appreciable negative economic impact on the department, other agencies, small businesses or the 
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Copies of the complete text of the regulations and their respective economic impact 
statements may be obtained by writing the chainnan of the Commission at the address above, 
electronically on the department's website at www.kdwp.state.ks.us. or by calling (785) 296-
2281. 

Kelly Johnston, Chairman 
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115-7-9. Weigh-in black bass fishing tournaments. (a) Each individual or organization conducting a 

weigh-in black bass fishing tournament shall ensure that all of the following minimum requirements are 

met when conducting weigh-in procedures: 

(1) One individual shall provide work crew support for each 10 registered anglers. 

(2) One weigh-in tank filled with an electrolyte chemical-water solution and fitted with 

recirculation and aeration accessories shall be maintained for each 25 registered anglers. 

(3) If the water temperature at the tournament location is 75 degrees Fahrenheit or cooler, the 

water contained in the weigh-in tank shall be maintained at the same temperature as that of the 

tournament location water. 

(4) If the water temperature at the tournament location is warmer than 75 degrees Fahrenheit, 

the water in the weigh-in tank shall be maintained at a temperature that is between five and IO degrees 

Fahrenheit cooler than the tournament location water but shall not exceed 85 degrees Fahrenheit at any 

time. 

(5) Not more than four anglers shall be in the weigh-in line at anyone time. 

(6) Each weigh-in bag containing water from the well of the vessel shall be reinforced, reusable, 

and capable of holding up to 15 pounds of live fish and two gallons of water. 

(7) The weigh-in site shall meet the following requirements: 

(A) Be located near the vessel mooring site and the release site, vehicle, or vessel; and 

(B) be located at all times under a portable awning, in an event tent, or in the shade. 

(8) Only fish that meet the special length limit for the specific body of water where the weigh-in 
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tournament is being conducted shall be weighed within the period beginning JWle 16 and ending August 

lL 

(b) Each individual or organization conducting the tournament shall ensure that all of the 

following minimwn requirements are met when conducting the release procedures: 

(1) The direct release offish into the tournament location water after the weigh-in shall not be 

permitted. 

(2) If the tournament is conducted with release tubes, vehicles, or vessels, the holding tanks 

shall contain a one-half percent noniodized salt solution. 

(3) Tfthe tournament is conducted without release tubes, vehicles, or vessels, the fish shall be 

dipped, for a period of time ranging from 10 seconds to 15 seconds before release, in a three percent 

noniodized salt solution having the same temperature as that of the water in the weigh-in tanle 

(4) The release site shall meet the following conditions: 

(A) Be located in water reaching a1 least three feet in depth with good circulation and a hard 

bottom~ and 

(8) be located away from vessel traffic and public-use vessel ramps. 

(c) Each tournament participant shall meet the following requirements: 

(1) Ensure that each well in the participant's vessel used in the tournament is properly worlcing 

and contains an electrolyte chemical-water solution; and 

(2) ensure that the participant's vessel used in the tournament is cleaned before and after the 
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tournament in compliance with department guidelines regarding the prevention of aquatic nuisance 

SpeCIes. 

Cd) The provisions of paragraph (a)(7)(A) may be waived by the secretary within the period 

beginning September 1 and extending through June 15 if the proximity proposed to the release site does 

not pose an inordinate risk to the wildlife resource and all other requirements of this regulation are met. 

(Authorized by K.S.A. 32-807; implementing K.S .A. 32-807 and K.S.A. ~ 2010 Supp. 32-1002; 

. effective Jan. 1,2008; amended Aprilll, 2008; amended Nov. 19,2010; amended P-___ _ .) 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

K.A.R. 115-7-9. Weigh-in black bass fishing tournaments not using tournament black bass pass. 

DESCRIPTION: This pennanent regulation sets weigh-in procedures for all black bass fishing 

tournaments. The proposed amendment relates to reducing fish mortality during hot weather at 

weigh-in tournaments. 

FEDERAL MANDATE: None. 

ECONOMIC IMPACT: It is anticipated that there would be no negative economic impact to 

the department, other state agencies, small businesses, or the public. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: None. 
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