Figure 3: E-Verify Results for Fiscal Year 2009
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Source: GAQ analysis of DHS data.

USCIS has reduced TNCs and increased E-Verify accuracy by expanding
the number of databases that E-Verify can query and instituting quality
control procedures to screen for data entry errors. For example, as we
testified in June 2008, USCIS implemented the Naturalization Phase I
enhancement, which automatically checks USCIS naturalization databases
before E-Verify issues an SSA TNC because of a citizenship status
mismatch. According to USCIS, this reduced the number of SSA TNCs for
naturalized citizens by about 35 percent in fiscal year 2009.% In addition to

% JSCIS has also taken steps to help naturalized citizens better resolve TNCs. For example,
in May 2008, USCIS developed a process to allow naturalized citizens to directly resolve
their SSA TNCs with DHS. Almost 94 percent of employees who received an SSA TNC for a
citizenship mismatch from October 2009 through August 31, 2010, have chosen to resolve
their TNC by calling DHS. USCIS reported that 94 percent of employees who called USCIS
after receiving an SSA TNC were determined to be work eligible.
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what we reported in our June 2008 testimony, USCIS has undertaken three
other initiatives to reduce the number of erroneous TNCs. Table 1 presents
information on the nature and the results of these initiatives.

|
Table 1: USCIS Initiatives to Reduce TNCs

Initiative Description Results reported by USCIS®
Pre-TNC check In September 2007, USCIS released an enhancement to E-Verify that Reduced TNCs by 36 percent from
automatically requires employers to double check their entry of October 2007 to August 2010.

employee information into E-Verify if the system determines that the
employee is not work authorized.

Passport data In December 2008, USCIS and the State Department signed an MOU  Prevented about 65,426 erroneous
to reduce SSA mismatches because of citizenship status for TNCs from occurring from February
employees who present their U.S. passports as evidence of 2009 through August 2010.

employment eligibility. If employees present their passport as
identification for the Form 1-9, E-Verify will automatically check their
passports against passport records to determine citizenship status.
USCIS began using passport data to reduce citizenship mismatches in

February 2008.
Record matching  In December 2009, USCIS added a quality control capability that Prevented about 1,914 erroneous TNCs
initiative enables E-Verify to recognize European date format and common from occurring from December 2009
clerical errors of transposed visa and passport numbers. through August 2010.

Source: USCIS.

*We reviewed USCIS's E-Verify transaction database from which USCIS generated these statistics
and found the data sufficiently reliable for reporting purposes.

USCIS and SSA have taken additional actions to try to increase the
accuracy of the E-Verify system. For example:

« Infiscal year 2009, working with USCIS, SSA added language to USCIS’s A
Guide to Naturalization, a booklet that is given to individuals at the
naturalization ceremony, to emphasize the importance of visiting the local
SSA office to report a change in citizenship status. Among other things, the
booklet notes the importance of updating citizenship status for
employment authorization purposes, as well as updating any name
changes.”

+ DHS is in the planning stages of developing a data-sharing initiative, called
DHS Autocards, to update SSA’s Numident database with information
from DHS databases on foreign-born individuals who change citizenship
status. Through DHS Autocards, it is anticipated that USCIS will

% According to OSC, it has also worked with USCIS to help educate new citizens about the
need to update their information with SSA.
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"OPINION

2 Em << Nowmn_— . mos_ ﬁ-m% E.mzmm that voter Hm.m:a
isn’t mﬁEmnmE enough to warrant
mcﬁ_ steps, that large numbers of
Amiericans don’t possess photo IDs,
and that msnr laws will depress
turnout Enozm the poor and among
““minorities.. .E5< are wrong on all.
three’ counts.-

Voter WEE Hm a émc-nonﬁsmbwmm
réality i ‘Américan elections. To of-
ér.a few mxmBEm@ a 2010 state rep: .
résentative race in Kansas'City, Mo.
‘was' stolen whein one candidate, J.J.
Rizzo, allegedly received more than
0.votes:illegally cast by citizens of*
Somalia, The Somalis, who didn't
spéak. m:mcmu were coached to vote
for Mr.Rizzo:by an Eﬁménmnmu at -

n _Eu mmmﬁ the samno:m_s
A legislature sent.a bill re=
‘quiring Euoﬁow«muu_o
identification for. <on5m
to Gov. Scott <§=§.~ :
_mmx This follows the! enactment o
m even stricter Jaw'i 5 Kansas. m mmi
veeks ago. :
Drafted by my office,. Nm:mmm s Se:
ure and Fair Elections Act-com--."
iined three elements: (1) a- Teduire-
nent that voters: E.mmwﬁ photo ] IDs
vhen they vote in person; (2) are
uirement that absentee.voters-pre
nt a full driver’s license number
ind have their.signatures verified

353 One vote.

In: Nmummmﬁmmu incidents om <oﬁm~.
fraud were .Hmuoimm between 1997
and 2010.. The crimes included ab-
mmﬁmm.,uw:oﬁ fraud, impersonation’
of ‘another yoter, and a host of other

board a Embou of. 95:
“buy.full- m_u‘o:m.nr
 Sudafed over'the:
* courter.withoir D
<§% should: otin;
vo &m.wnw:ﬁ

tremely difficult to detect and is .
E:&E not:-reported, the cases that
we know about likely represent a
small fraction of the total. i
_s< office already has found 67
“aliens’ EmmmE\ registered to vote in
ansas, but when the total number
‘calculated, it will likely be in the
hiindreds. In Colorado, the Secretary
f State’s office recently identified
11, mom ‘aliens illegally registered to
vote in’ nrm ‘state, of whom 4,947 cast
a_ballot in the 2010 elections. =
Evidence of voter fraud is present
all 50 states, and public confi-
‘derice in the integrity of elections is
at.an- -all-time low. In the Coopera- *
tive nosmummmao?& Election Study of .
'2008; mm& om ‘American <oﬁmum )

md (3)a E.o.om ‘of &mum:mau.um-
[uirement for-all newly H.mm_mam_.mm
oters .&gocww_ a:few: states, in
ludin, omonﬁm. E&wbm E_a Ari-
iona, have'enacted one 8. ?.o -of
hese: Homowsm. Kansas is @_ S_E
tate to énact all three.” g

Other states are’ EOSbm in n:m
ame’direction. The Texas’ legisla
ure:sent a photo-ID bill to.Gov.. Rick
erry’s desk last Eo:nm< EE aﬁn
'ear Missouri voters. will get
‘hance .8.<onm on a photo-ID re
Ewwsm.ﬁ.

the wo:Em place. The margin of vic- -

violations. Because voter fraud is ex- .

Fear that elections are being sto-

len erodes the legitimacy of our gov-
ernment. That’s why the vast major- -
. ity of Americans support laws like

Kansas’s Secure and Fair Elections
Act. A 2010 Rasmussen poll showed "
that 82% of Americans support.

" photo ID:laws. Similarly, a 2011 mEﬁ

vey USA poll of Kansas voters )
showed that 83% support proof-of-

- citizenship nmEE.mEmim ».8. voter

u.mw.umﬁﬂmﬂosz

Critics of these _msa 3535&8,4. .
make outrageous ﬁm&:@g against .

them. Néw York:University’s Bren-

nan nmﬁmﬁ which stridently opposes

all photo ID laws; claims that a
sEoEE.m 11%:of the’ American vot-
ing-age public—that means tens of

- millions of: vmou_mlao:‘ﬁ possess a
- photo ID; It bases this number on a
.mE.<m< ‘it ‘conducted in 2006

However, we don’t have to rely
on implausible-estimates when the

,-

actual numbers are readily available.

In Kansas; my office obtained the

statistics, and they tell a very differ-
ent story. According to the 2010 cen-

sus, there are 2,126,179 Kansans of
voting age. >nnow&=m to the Kansas
Department of Motor Vehicles,
2,156,446 Kansans already have a

. driver’s license or a'non-driver ID. In

other words, there are more photo

* IDs in circulation than there are eli-
" gible voters. The notion that there

are hundreds of thousands of voters
in Kansas (or any other state) with-
out photo IDs is a myth.

Carrying a photo ID has become a -

part of American life. You can’t cash
a check, board a plane, or even buy
full-strength Sudafed over the coun-
ter without one. That’s why it’s not

" unreasonable to-require one in order

to protect our most important privi-
lege of &mwmdm_&u But just in nmm.m
any wmw.moﬁ lacks a 258 ID, Nmb

sas’s law E.oSmmm a free mﬁmﬂm.e,ﬁo

.anyone who needs one. Other states

have included similar unosmuosm E
their photo-ID laws.

Some opponents of election secu-
rity laws also declare that Eg are..
part of a sinister plot to depress:-:-

- voter registration and turnout, espe-

cially among minority voters who .
are more likely to vote Democrat::
Here too the facts do not mﬁ%oﬁ

- the:claim. mmoaﬁmm photo ID re-

guirement was in place for both the
2008 and 2010 elections, when turn-

“. out among minority voters was
- higher than average. Likewise, Ari-
" 'zona’s proof-of-citizenship require-
_ ment for registration has not im-
peded minority voters mSE

registering.
If election security laws «mm=<

“were part of a Republican scheme to

suppress Democratic votes, one
would expect Democrats to fight
such laws, toothand nail, That
didn’t :m%ms in Kansas, where two-
thirds of the Democrats in the House
and three-fourths of the Democrats
in the Senate voted in favor of the -
Secure and Fair Elections Act. They
did so because they realize that fair

" elections protect every <o$~. msm m<. '

ery party equally. ;

No candidate, wmvzv:nms or "
Democrat, wants to emerge @..oB,m.b )
election with voters mzmvmn.s:w
that he didn’t really win. Electi 5
security measures like the one in

my state give confidence to <oﬁm~.m

msnnmdmﬁmﬁmm mEnm Z_mﬁ ewm m<m-
tem is fair. .

M. Kobach is the Nm:.wn.w mmn«..m-.

_ tary of state. He is also the co-ait-
" thor of Arizona’s SB 1070 illegal im-~

migration law and former.Counsel to.

US. \_Row:mlc Qm:mw& John bw}&d@




